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We met with Paripoornam, Asha Chennai volunteer and coordinator for Project Thulasi and librarians 

from 3 libraries in the Project Thulasi area.   The meeting was on Google Meet. 

KeelPinnathoor: This is a small town.  One of the focus areas of this library is youth looking for 

government jobs.   Ramesh Sundaram himself is one such youth aspiring for that, and uses his time at 

the library to study.)   There is a primary school right behind that library.   A good connection is being 

developed with that school, and all the kids are eager to come to the library.  There is a library hour, as 

put in place by the AEO, and the AEO is very much involved.  The library hours overlap by two hours with 

the school hours to enable this.  The library started two months ago.  The consumer protection society 

had started the library, they requested Asha to continue the library in the same library.   There are 1500 

books (500 from Asha, 1000 from consumer protection society).    Youth from surrounding villages can 

also use the resources for government jobs.  Through the video call we saw the spacious room, and met 

with Ramesh.   

Seeyapoondi : This is the library in Paripooranam’s village.    Re-opened two months ago (after the 

pandemic).  Librarian is Ramdoss, his wife Sangeetha also helps.     The library is in the middle of the 

village, and so is a real community library.  Children from 3.5 years onward come.  There are lots of 

puzzles, games, and other activities such as librarians reading aloud from books enacting of dramas 

children reading to others.   It is in this library also that the popular initiative had been started (put in by 

Gershon) that if a child borrows and reads 7 books they can take a book home for themselves.  We 

interacted with a lot of the children and they seem masters of the library.   They were confident and not 

shy. They ask a lot of questions, and put teachers on the spot!   After 13 years of age or so adolescent 

issues set in sometimes.  Adults come too, but they have to check out books.  There are 700 books in the 

library. 

Kanniyapoondi :  In this library we met with Sasikala and Gajalakshmi who are running the library.  

There are 530 books, 117 given by the government. 

All libraries plan to have a focus on various activities such as librarians reading aloud, drama enactment, 

and children read to others.   Story telling and puzzles are attractive and motivate the children.  They 

also want to have some focus on Science and Science experiments.  Gajalakshmi was hired for this (she 

has qualifications for this). 

A library gives space for children.  A community library can be a seed for some many things.   

Computer education in the libraries: Asha Chennai’s Asha Kanini program has a lot of modules/games to 

help children learn, for example a game to handle a mouse. 



 

 

 


