
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. I visited to 
Senji from July 28th to 30th. I visited multiple Asha projects in the 
vicinity.

After visiting Hariksha trust, I visited Seeyapoondi.  I reached 
Seeyapoondi by about 3:30 pm. The headmaster of the school was 
not present as he had to go for some meeting. The other 
government teacher was present. The school has seen a big drop in 
enrollment because of some problems with the assistant teacher. I 
spent my time in the Asha teacher Gnanasoundari’s class. 
Gnanasoundari teaches classes 1 and 2. When I went, she was also 
looking after the class 5 as the headmaster was absent.

The first standard children had been taught English letters till ‘G’. 
They could identify these letters. Gnanasoundari was also teaching 
the phonics for these letters. The children could give examples of 
some words with each of these sounds. The second standard 
children could all write their names in Tamil but many of them 
struggled to write their names in English. I also tested their Maths 
skills. 1st standard children had trouble counting claps. 2nd standard 
children did alright.

I also spent a little time with the 5th standard children. I asked them 
to tell word problem stories for given sums with subtraction, 
multiplication and division. They did alright. Then the school 
children left. I saw Gnanasoundari’s house which is right behind the 
school and also the building which we hope to use for our library. We
then went to the tuition centre.

The children started trickling in by 5:30 pm but most of them came 
only by about 6:30 pm. I interacted with the children for an hour or 
hour and half. I went over various activities with the children:

 What are the restrictions on the sizes of the 3 sides if they 
have to form a triangle and on 4 sides if they have to form a 
quadrilateral. We cut pieces of sticks to try this out. They 
ultimately came up with the rules that the largest side should 
be smaller than the sum of the other sides.

 How does day and night occur? How do summer and winter 
occur (i.e. tilting of the axis)? We went over these with a ball 
representing the earth and a light representing sun.

 What are some of the properties of Gold and Diamond, which 
makes them suitable for jewelry? We went over things like 
ductility, malleability, inertness etc. gold and the hardness, 
high refractive index causing total internal reflection etc. for 
Diamond.

 I tried to show how an upturned partially full tumbler can hold 
the wait of a plate. My experiment wasn’t successful as the 
plate was heavy. I was very impressed when two boys 
successfully did the experiment by heating the air (with lit 



match) before closing it with the plate. That they recollected 
what they had been taught and had the confidence to do it in 
front of me was very good.

We then played a game where the children were made into 2 
groups. Each group had to tell a word starting with the ending letter 
of the word by the other group. The words had to be minimum of 5 
letters and verb forms other than simple present tense was not 
allowed.

I then asked them to speak in unadulterated tamil on various topics 
like “Tamilnadu”, “Computer”, “Women’s equality”. While others 
attempted this, one boy Silambarasan was incredible. He could 
pretty much talk on any topic coherently with absolutely no 
preparation. He hasn’t even been to a single speech or debate 
competition in his life. I wish he got such opportunities.

The next day, 29th July, early morning Seeyapoondi Headmaster 
came to see me at Senji. He was very thankful for Asha’s support 
and assured us that they will address some of the challenges with 
the other teacher as soon as possible. Then I also with the Project 
steward Paripooranam went to all our supported schools as well as a
couple of new schools.

We first went to Kamagaram. Ex-Asha teacher Saravanan is a 
government teacher at this school. Both he and the HM are fully 
supportive of what we do. I gave the feedback from the last year’s 
assessments to the HM. She took it in the right spirit and also asked 
me to try some of the things with the 5th standard students. I 
showed the problems children have in doing simple addition if we 
read out the numbers. I also tried basic questions that test their 
understanding of the properties of the arithmetic operations. It was 
heartening that the HM was keen to learn form this. We then went to
class 1 and 2 that are being taught by our Asha teacher Anjalai. The 
children did quite well in their basic letter and number recognition. I 
tried basic addition and subtraction word problems. To my pleasant 
surprise the 2nd standard students were able to compose their own 
stories for the problems very well. I spent a little time with class 3 
and 4 students as well. Actually the class 3 students actually did 
better than even the 4th standard students. On the whole the 
children in this school do better than most government schools. I 
had noticed that last year as well.

After Kamagaram we went to Kaatu Sithamboor. This is a middle 
school with 220 students. It has 9 teachers. The HM was quite 
motivated and they knew about Asha and wanted our support.  They
have about 120 children in the primary sections with 5 teachers. 
They have 4 BT teachers including the HM for the middle school 



sections. With the introduction of English medium in the primary 
school level, they have 9 sections (T and E sections in classes 1 to 4 
and T alone in class 5) and are finding it difficult to manage. The 
school has historically been a good school producing several 
students who have gone on to do well. It should also be noted that 2
of the Asha teachers Parasakthi and Anjalai studied here. One old 
teacher even remembered them. The school has enough rooms to 
be able to accommodate extra teachers. Children from the school 
are regularly getting the government scholarship in the Eighth 
standard.

Then we went to Kanniyampoondi to Saravanan’s house for lunch. 
We also met his wife, Selvalakshmi who is a teacher at 
Kanniyampoondi. Vijayalakshmi, the Asha teacher was also there to 
help and to have lunch. It was good to see the good relation 
between Vijayalakshmi and Selvalakshmi. Anyway Paripooranam 
and I had a very good lunch.

Another school where we had gotten request from was the primary 
school at Karikalampaadi. We visited that school. The school 
currently has about 82 students and 4 teachers. Last year they had 
91 students which qualified them for the 4th teacher. But with the 
drop in numbers they are afraid that they will loose one of the 
teachers. This is the reason for requesting Asha support. The HM 
didn’t seem as motivated as in the other schools. Space was not an 
issue at this school either. The teacher who had contacted Asha was
the one who was going to be moved out. He was not there when we 
visited and came in only around the time we left.

We then went to the Kanniyampoondi school. The new building had 
got completed and it looked nice. I requested the HM to ensure 
proper weathering course in the terrace and to maintain it so that it 
can have a life like their old building which was still doing well after 
30 years unlike new school building which start leaking within 10 
years. I also went over the feedback from the assessments with this 
HM and Selvalakshmi. They also took the feedback in the right spirit.
We then spent the time with 1st and 2nd standard students. 
Vijayalakshmi is teaching the 1st standard. Note in all these schools 
the Balwadi is not really functioning properly. So the children coming
into the first standard do not even know the alphabets (English or 
Tamil). In Vijayalakshmi’s class the children did quite well. Most of 
them knew all the English alphabets, both capital and small letters. 
They also knew their numbers well. I also interacted with the second
standard. The children here were also good. They could all write 
their names in English and Tamil. I had them tell stories for word 
problems with addition and subtraction. They did quite well in that 
too. 



We finally went to Nallanpillaipetral. We met the Headmaster 
Arivalagan. I also discussed our assessment feedback with Mr. 
Arivalagan. Then we went to our teacher Parasakthi’s class. She was
personally going through a tough time with health issues. She was 
teaching 3rd standard English medium section. We interacted with 
the children in her class. I have found the children here to be a little 
weaker even during the last couple of visits. This time too I found 
them to be a little weaker. I asked the students to come up with new
story problems for a given sum. The children struggled a little bit. 
Since Parasakthi had the abacus out, I also asked the children to 
show me the numbers on the abacus. The children were still coming 
to terms with place value. Then we spent a little more time talking 
to the headmaster.

The next day I had a teacher training session with our Asha 
teachers. All our schoolteachers came for the meeting. Damodharan
our tution centre teacher couldn’t come. I went over fractions, 
decimals and exponents with them in the morning. Then in the 
afternoon we went a little bit over algebra. With a few more such 
sessions, we can improve the knowledge level of the teachers well. 
It was heartening that three government teachers also came. 
Saravanan was there as the training was held at the Kamagaram 
school. A teacher from Kaatusithaamboor and one from 
Nallanpillaipetral were also there. I also installed our contents on the
computer they had at Kamagaram.

The project is going well. The teachers are motivated, 
knowledgeable and interested in the children. All the HMs in the 
schools we support are also motivated. It would be good if we can 
extend our support to Sithaamboor as well.


