HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF ASHA SUPPORT FOR NAVJYOTI PROJECT -
Project Description -

Navjyoti project provides primary education, and non-formal education and vocational training in rural areas around Varanasi UP. In recent years the project has also included activities to support NAREGA awareness and other benefits provided by the government to the villagers. Asha has been supporting this project since 1999.
The primary education is provided from LKG to the 6th grade for underprivileged children. One school is at Nagepur village, which is still operating, while the other school at Harsos had to be closed in 2017 since it did not meet RTE requirements. The Harsos school children have been absorbed by the nearby government schools. The organization also runs non-formal education and vocational training centers and supports various social causes for the underprivileged villagers. There are 10 such centers for non-formal education and vocational training. The focus of primary education and vocational training is to uplift the underprivileged girls and women in the area. There are approximately 250 children in the Nagepur school and another 250 students in the vocational training centers. 

History of Asha Support for Navjyoti -

Asha has been supporting this project since 1999, with the total funding of  $373,863 provided  till today. 

The funding has been provided by the various Asha organizations, with most of the funding provided by Asha Chicago. The annual funding has grown from approx $1000 in 1999, to $43,000 in 2016, 34,000 in 2017, and $31,000 in 2018. See Navjyoti website for the funding history (https://chicago.ashanet.org/project/?pid=124)

The above funding and other support by Asha has put this project on a strong footing, and now it should be in a good position to sustain itself by finding other sources of funding. In addition to providing the annual expenses, the above funding has invested in various capital improvements to strengthen the project. Following are the major capital improvements based on Asha support, which has put this project in a strong position -
· School building was constructed for the Nagepur school, which is capable of holding classes for more than 250 children till 8th class. The school has facilities for a library and computer room. This building meets the necessary RTE requirements.
· Separate toilets were built for the girls and boys to meet RTE requirements.

· Total 10 computers and laptops were provided to educate the senior classes

· Furniture including desks and benches were fabricated for all class rooms

· Ceiling fans were provided for all class rooms

· The school now meets all RTE requirements

· Several sewing machines and other materials were provided for the vocational centers.
See pictures below for the some of the facilities provided by Asha support in the past years.
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