
 
Virtual Site Visit - Kondh Play Schools  

 
Virtual Site Visit Date: 10th December 2022 
 
Where: Whatsapp group call with “Mullimetta play school” 
 
People Attended the call: 
Asha Frankfurt: Sandeep Morthala, Pavan Eswara, Abhishek Vyas and Naveen Ramisetty (Friend of 
Asha volunteer in India) 
Project partners: P. Ramalakshmi (project overall coordinator), Matya Raju (schools coordinator), 
Paparao (Teacher), children and parents 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Background  
Kondth Schools original name in Telugu is Sankaran Thatha Atala Badi. The schools are 
located in remote villages in Vishakapatnam District in Andhrapradesh. All these villages are 
inhabited by tribal people, mostly kondhs (name of the tribe). These villages do not have 
any government schools. There are ashram schools (boarding schools for tribal children) in a 



town where children are admitted to class 3 or 4. These Play Schools are for the children to 
provide primary education through songs/plays to make the learning enjoyable. Focus 
subjects are Telugu, English and Mathematics. All the teachers are from the local 
communities and they work as full-time teachers for a nominal honorarium. These teachers 
do not have any formal teachers training, they are either completed 12th and some of them 
completed degree. Before they start working in the school, they were given training about 
the teaching methods. Every month, there will be a review meeting for two days facilitated 
by Ms. Ramalakshmi, the Project coordinator.  
 
Because of covid related travel restrictions we could not visit the schools in the past 2 years 
so we have arranged a virtual site visit to interact with the project partners and children. 
 
Call setup 
 
In Mullimetta village they do not get the mobile coverage, teacher along with the children 
and their parents came to a place on top of a hill to interact with us. Children and Parents 
were very excited as it was the first time, they have been interacting with several of us and 
taking part in such a video call. 
 
Mullimmeta play school 
The playschool in Mullimetta is one of the 6 schools that Asha Frankfurt is supporting. The 
teacher, Papa Rao is from the same village. He is very dedicated and children and the 
parents like him. 
 
Currently there are 23 children (13 boys and 10 girls) in this school. In the last 3 years there 
were 16 children (classes between 5th and 8th) from this village admitted into state run 
boarding schools.  
 
In the school, children are divided into 3 groups (Group A: Children that have been 
attending the school for the couple of years and learned basics, Group B: Children that 
started learning basics, Group C: small children who still have not really started learning but 
there to mostly sing/dance and play). Group A children are normally admitted into 3 to 4th 
standard of the boarding schools. During the call, there were 6 children from group A, 7 
from group B, 7 from group C. 
 
During corona restrictions, whenever possible they have conducted classes by maintaining 
the distance and using masks. There did not had any serious covid infections in the village. 
 
School is open from Monday to Saturday from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm. In summer they take 
about 2 to 3 weeks of holidays. During summer time, children that are going to boarding 
schools will be back in the village because of holidays and they will also attend the play 
school. So, there will be much more children during those times. 
 
Interaction with the children 
 



As it was the first time for the children to talk to people outside over a video call, they were 
hesitant to talk to us. But when it was time for singing and dancing, they did not have any 
hesitancy. 
 
Children performed some songs that they learned in the school. They came with their 
notebooks and showed us drawings and copyrights. 
 
Timothy,Rajesh, Varsha and Abhi 
 
Interaction with parents 
 
One of the parent Seetha (village volunteer). She studied till 12th and understands the 
importance of the education. She is very thankful for the support and happy that they have 
the play school in the village where children can start learning at early age and have fun 
with other children. 
 
Other parent, Shanti babu is a former and has 6 children. His two elder children attended 
the play school earlier and now studying in Chintalapalli boarding school. Two of his 2 
children are going to play school now. He is very happy that the village has this school and 
he likes that his children are very enthusiastic in learning. 
 
Updates from the coordinator: 
On 15th December, they are planning to go to Araku (a place in the same district and is a 
tourist attraction) together with the children from other 10 play schools.  
 
 
Conclusion: 
It was great to see the enthusiasm of the children and their parents in taking part in the call 
even during the rain. It was also heartening to see the dedication of the teacher Paparao 
and schools coordinator Matya Rao, that work in very difficult conditions with a nominal 
honorarium but still do their best to provide the platform for the children. They understand 
the importance of education and how it can change the lives of children. In Ms. 
Ramalakshmi, they have a very good facilitator and trainer, who has creative ideas and 
patience in explaining them during the training. We are sure that all the efforts put by the 
Kondh Plays school team with the financial support of Asha Frankfurt will go a long way in 
bringing the socio-economic change in those communities. 
We have also realized that we should do such calls more often to connect with the children, 
teachers and also for the Asha team to get a better understanding of the communities 
where these schools are run. 
 
 


