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I visited STEM Land at Udavi School during the month of 

February 2021. The STEMLand was closed for most of the year 

due to COVID. After Pongal, some of the students were allowed 

on few days to refresh what they have learned during the 

previous year. The STEMLand is not financially supported by 

Asha Bangalore during the year. The STEMLand at Thamarai is 

on the move to their new campus near Alankuppam and the 

STEMLand at Isaiambalam could not function during the year as 

young children were not allowed to visit these centres due to 

COVID restrictions.. 

BECOMING AND BEING SHIFU 

A new initiative during 

the year was the launch 

of the program, 

Becoming and Being 

Shifu, by STEM Land, 

in collaboration with 

their partners at 

C3STREAM. It is a one-

year program for youth 

to Master – skills, 
competencies and 
inner capacities, and 
inner capacities; And to allow one to be their full potential, 
thrive and create impact locally and globally. The program is 



open for any one who has recently completed an undergraduate 

degree or exceptional candidates who has completed schooling.  

The first batch of the program, comprising of seven students with 

engineering background, was launched on February 12, 2021 

and I attended the inauguration function. The inauguration 

function featured talks by the mentors who provided an overview 

on the many facets of the program.  

Dr. Sanjeev Ranganathan, the founder, introduced the program 

for students as an opportunity to discover who they are. Most 

educational programs doesn’t focus on building inner capacities 

of students or their competencies to find a gainful employment. 

Most curriculum are ‘theoretical, simplistic and outdated.’ They 

don’t help in graduates getting employment or engaging in 

meaningful activities. Most graduates are left with huge amount 

of student debt leading them to fight for the few lucrative jobs.  

This program is an  attempt to fuse ‘learning’ into ‘working’.  The 

objective is to guide students to apply their education in real life 

projects and activities.  

Ms. Poovizhi, who works with STEMLand and C3STREAMS, said 

that they wish to create an environment for students to ‘build 

themselves’. The program aims to help the students to constantly 

work inward and outward to find solutions for the issues they 

face in their work. This can happen only when students are 

trained to learn on their own, cultivate responsibility towards 

oneself and others, and develop the courage to create.  

Mr. Murali reflected on his experience of ‘learning’ through work 

in his time at C3STREAM and STEMLand. He credited the 



support through programs like Vipassana and workshops on 

Radical Transformation Leadership. Changing work environment 

demands skills more than just subject knowledge. It requires 

skills to identify and analyse the ‘unseen’ causes that drive what 

is apparent. Solutions to societal problems also require systems 

and cultural transformation. Through Vipassana and RTL 

workshops, this program aims to inculcate training in Higher 
order thinking skills - to analyze, compare, critique, create. 

Problem solving, learn how to learn, learning how to support others 

learn (teach); teamwork and building healthy workplaces.  

Ganesh, the program co-ordinator, emphasised on ‘holistic’ 

learning. The program is designed to be fully residential and 

students are expected to manage the residence themselves. 

Students are going to be trained in Yogasanas and physical 

activities. (Disclosure: I am involved in the program in training 

them for long distance running). 

The program is a natural extension of STEMLand for students 

after their school going years. In addition to Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Maths, the program plans to attract students 

from arts background too. It presents a very innovative form of 

alternative and continuous learning.  

You can read more about the program here - https://

www.auraauro.com/about-bnbshifu/
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