
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. The 
distribution of relief materials for the villages of Kottaikulam and 
Katchur in Thiruvallur dist was held on the 12th of December 2015. I 
participated in these functions along with two more volunteers from 
Asha Chennai – Bhaskar and Lokesh.

We first drove to Kottaikulam. There is a junction called Seethanjeri 
some 20 Kms from Thiruvallur on the Thiruvallur – Uthukkotai road. 
That is a state highway. Then we go for 4 Kms from there to 
Goonipalayam. This is a smaller road which is in bad shape. At 
Goonipalayam (which is a big village), we take a right into a very 
small road – really little more than a dirt road – and drive for about 3 
Kms to reach Kottaikulam. If not for the poverty it would be a nice 
picturesque village. The village was completely cut off from 
Goonipalayam and the rest of the world during the several bouts of 
rain in the last month.

There has been no relief work to speak off in this remote village so 
far.  As the assembling of the relief materials was going on we went 
around with the villagers into the village. Here there are about 40 
brick houses built by the government about 20-25 years back. 
Before this they did not have any village and were just routinely 
ignored by the Panchayat and the higher level government bodies. 
Due to the efforts of one Bharathi Trust (and Siddhamma) they were 
able to get this land allocated to their village and for them to be 
given patta and houses for their pieces of land in the village. But 
since then there has been population expansion and the new 
families have built huts either in the same plot as the houses or in 
new areas.

The new areas were the worst affected. The brick houses and the 
huts around them didn’t fare too well either in this rain of the 
century. The rain runs down from the mountains, which are close by. 
They usually run through the rivulets. But the heavy rains in recent 
times, meant they directly ran through the whole village and every 
house was filled with water. The roofs were also leaking and another 
common thing you hear is that the water comes through the floor – 
through every crack and pit in the floor. Some of them moved to the 
school, which was not flooded (at least the floor was not). At the 
lower points in the village and in particular the new  area, there was 
also flooding even after the rains stopped. Many of the huts were 
damaged.

We walked through the whole village and saw many of the houses 
that were damaged. It was a sad sights to see their small 
possessions destroyed further by these rains.

The villagers depend on the natural resources around them. They 
fish in the couple of ponds (one in Goonipalayam and the 



Kottaikulam itself). They gather wood from the forest nearby. Other 
than these they do Coolie labour for the landlords in Goonipalayam 
and also depend on the NREGA work from the government. By and 
large they seemed contended with their lot. And the village, like 
Gandhigram, also seemed well organized. More than relief they 
wanted, patta land for the people who do not have one and also 
permission to farm in the Poramboke (government owned common 
land) land next to their village which is just lying fallow. We went up 
to the small temple for their goddess, Chenchamma, and then 
returned. Some opined that a proper temple for Chenchamma might 
have saved them from these rains and flood.

The distribution of the materials was once again well organized. This 
was organized at the school. Our teacher at this school, Sridhar, had 
done the job of enumerating the families in the village. The 
assistant teacher and the Head mistress’ husband were there 
assisting us. Volunteers from the village and our teachers gave good 
assistance in the function. We distributed the materials for 70 
families. Some 15 more families who were sharing the houses with 
other families were missed out. We promised them that they will be 
covered in the next few days.

In an unrelated incident, three days back 4 of the children in the 
village ate some fruit from a forest tree and were frothing in their 
mouth and became unconscious. They had called the Asha teacher 
and the Head-mistress. Through their quick intervention they had 
been taken to the PHC at Katchur from where an ambulance 
(government) took them to the hospital at Thiruvallur. The head-
mistress’ husband and Srinivasan also joined them and ensured 
proper care. All the boys are now safe! The head-mistress herself is 
severely handicapped. But her husband has been involving himself 
to help the village every opportunity he gets. If ever teacher shows 
this kind of care for the children and the villages, that would be 
enough to transform these places!

We then went for lunch to Uthukottai. On the way we went over the 
bridge over Arani river. This was in a very bad shape. This was 
closed for several days over the last one month and for the entire 
first week of December. Then we returned back to Katchur which is 
about 3 Kms from Uthukottai. The school was in Katchur proper 
which is predominantly the BC/OBC area. The Irular colony was 
some distance away. This was the first time I myself am going to the 
Irular colony through I would have visited the school at least 5 
times.

I have often felt disturbed at the number of CP/MR and slow learner 
children in the school. The visit to the village was equally disturbing 
and probably showed some of the reasons why the school was 



having these problems. Some children took us into the village. Many 
women joined to tell us about the village. There hasn’t been any 
relief activity in the village so far even though the village is right on 
the Thirvallur – Uthukottai state highway! The village has about 40 
brick houses built by the government. They were calling them 
“gurbose”. We had no idea what they were till later Srinivasan 
pointed to similar houses at Kaivandur and called them “Group 
Houses”. These were about 8 years old but were already pretty worn 
down. Besides these there were about 30 mud huts. These were 
very badly affected more than even in Kottaikulam and Gandhigram. 
We saw several houses that were badly damaged. The village 
seemed devastated by these rains.

Here again more than the relief materials they wanted patta for 
their houses. There were some 30 families who were living on 
poromboke land without a patta. They also wanted “gurbose” for 
these 30 families. What was even more disturbing was that the 
people who did not have the government houses, were not able to 
get ration card or even the NREGA job card. The most basic safety 
net that sustains most of the really poor in India has also been 
denied to them. I saw the most abject poverty in these people. 
There was a woman (still dignified and standing tall) who was 
widowed. She didn’t have a ration card or job card. She had two 
sons studying in 6th and 8th standards. The older boy was almost 
totally blind, most probably due to some nutritional deficiency. He 
started loosing his sight after 1st standard. Her house was also 
damaged in these rains. What words of encouragement can one tell 
such a person?

I am not sure if the PDS is showing some partiality. But the people 
were uniform in saying that the PDS rice given here was absolutely 
horrible. They even went and brought some of this rice and showed 
it to us. It looked very bad. They say that it stinks when cooked and 
the fall sick eating it. I hear that it is not that bad even in places like 
Goonipalayam. We are here working with the school to improve the 
quality of education. Of what use is that if their state of poverty is 
this bad. We should look into taking up some of these villages for 
broader engagement and overall village development.

The older children in the village go to Seethanjeri for the 
middle/high school. While the children in the upper castes from main 
Katchur get bus pass, the people in the Irular colony have not been 
able to get them. So they walk about an hour each way. This is 
probably related to their not having ration card.

We returned back to the Balwadi where the distribution function was 
being held.  The distribution was held with assistance from 
volunteers in the village and Asha teachers. Our Asha teacher 
Sridhar was once again the person who had come to this village to 



enumerate the families. The staff from Hyundai Glovis provided 
bedsheets for these families. Two employees of Hyundai Glovis also 
came and participated in this function along with us. Whatever we 
do for this village is richly deserved and will only make a minor dent 
in their needs. We provided the relief materials for 80 families. This 
time only a couple of families were left out. We told them that we 
will provide them the materials in the next week.

During the distribution another thing we noticed was that many of 
the girls who seem barely middle or high school age were already 
married and some even had a child. Our platitudes encouraging 
them to give importance to education seemed hollow.


