
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. The 
distribution of relief materials for the village of Kaivandur (Ambedkar 
Nagar) in Thiruvallur dist was held on the 13th of December 2015. I 
participated in this function along with Bhaskar also a volunteer of 
Asha Chennai and Karuna a friend of ours who is involved with 
NREGA in various capacities.

Asha Chennai has been involved with the government school at 
Kuppammal Chathiram even since we started Project Sangamam 
back in 2003. Kuppammal Chathiram is in Kaivandur. Further 
Srinivasan also lives in this village and our office which is in the first 
floor of his house has also been in this village.

 We arrived a little earlier than planned and went around the village 
along with some children. While the road had got flooded most of 
the houses here had been spared flooding inside the house. 
Government had recently dug a canal just outside their village to 
drain water into the Poondi reservoir. This was a major blessing for 
the village and helped it avoid the kind of flooding other villages 
have seen.

This village is also a little better off than other villages where we are 
doing relief work in Thiruvallur district. There are some 5 to 10 good 
pucca houses like Srinivasan’s own.  These better off families did 
not collect the relief materials. The rest of the houses were a mix of 
the government “group houses” and huts built by the people 
themselves. Even most of the huts here were built with bricks and 
not just mud huts. Only about 5 to 10 houses in the tail end of the 
streets were flooded due to the rains. Some of these houses 
suffered damages.

We came back the Sangamam office after our trip through the 
village. Srinivasan spoke to the people and after that I also 
addressed the people. Then we distributed the materials to the 
families. There were a few families which were not listed and were 
added later. Like in the other villages these were cases where 
multiple families reside in the same houses.

In total we distributed to 74 families against the initially planned 80. 
We decided to use the remaining materials at Kottaikulam where 
there were additional requests that had come in.

 


