
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. The 
distribution of relief materials for the village of Gandhigramam in 
Thiruvallur dist was held on the 9th of December 2015. I participated 
in this function.

I arrived at the place around 11:00 am. I had also picked up some of 
the Asha teachers on the way from Kaivandur. The road was quite 
good till the turn from the Thiruvallur-Thiruthani highway to 
Gandhigramam. The road to Gandhigramam was broken at several 
places by the canal which runs parallel to it. We drove through a 
couple of smaller breaches in the road. Finally we got to a point 
where we couldn’t drive any further. We parked the car there and 
just walked across into Gandhigramam.

We went to the school where the distribution was to be. All the 
people were already assembled there. There had been some delay 
in getting the bread loaves and bananas (which need to be 
purchased on the day of the distribution). So the sorting work was 
still going on. So both Srinivasan and I addressed the people and 
told them to wait some more. Then I decided to go around the 
village with the 10 or 20 people from the village accompanying me.

The village basically has 4 streets. The first street (which is where 
the school is) is the older and a little more prosperous side of the 
village. Some pucca houses are there in that street. Other than 
these handful of houses all the houses in the village are either small 
one room concrete houses built by the government or thatched mud 
huts. The houses built by the government range from 20 years old 
to 6 or 7 years old. They are all in various states of disrepair. Almost 
all of them have leaking roofs.

The thatched huts were in worse state than these. Some of them 
had damages. I cant imagine how they would have been under the 
rain. Many of them had tarpaulin sheet over them. I do not think 
that would have really helped much. All of the houses had gotten 
flooded. I have no idea how they would have spent the days of rain 
in these huts. I do not think they could have slept at all. Supposedly 
the church in the village was above the flood level. Many people 
slept there and when the rains stopped in the road itself, which was 
drier than their houses. In the brief pause between the rains, some 
of them has constructed a ramshackle structure to keep their 
possessions at a higher level than the water.

They all gladly let me into their houses. It seemed a relief to them to 
talk to someone out about their suffering. But it was difficult to look 
at their meager possessions and even than now damaged by the 
floods. But you still see only joy and playfulness in the children who 
were also walking with me.



Beyond the 4th street runs the canal which kind of runs around the 
whole village. The canal was breached at several places. This canal 
leads to the Poondi reservoir. This canal is fed by a dam in Andhra 
which BTW is close by. Most of the villages speak both Telugu and 
Tamil. The floods they experienced was because of the rains and the 
opening of the dam in Andhra. Poondi reservoir is just 0.5 Km along 
the canal. The village has got flooded 5 times in the last one month. 
The worst was the most recent and that lasted about 3 days. During 
that time the canal found another path through the other side of the 
village also to drain which turned the whole village into an island or 
rather since that was also under water, into a very big canal!

There were a few huts (just 4 or 5) on the other side of the canal. 
These were people who couldn’t get space in this village for their 
house. They were even worse affected than the rest of the villagers..

As we were returning back to the first street and the school we saw 
a couple of busses from VGR college. Nursing students from this 
college were coming to this village to conduct a medical camp. That 
was also taking place in the school which looked like a big mela! The 
village since it is situated close to the Thiruvallur Thiruthani road, 
has had several people visiting to do relief work. Here is a brief list,

In November,

1. Mother Theresa trust – 1 loaf of bread, 1 packet of biscuit, 1 
meal.

2. Some people through the Mother Theresa trust – 3 meals in 2 
days, Bread/biscuit, Mosquito coils, a small milk tetra pack per 
person, 3 sachets of water (I think 200 ml) per person.

3. Individuals from Arakonam – Bread/biscuits for all individuals, 
blankets for older people.

4. One local Naidu family with their friends from Chennai – 5 Kgs 
of rice per family.

In December after the recent bout of rains,
5. Some people through the Mother Theresa trust – One set of 

dress for all.
6. On 8th (i.e. the previous day) – 2 meals by two trusts related to 

the VGR College.
7. Two days earlier through the Government (finally!) – 1 

Bedsheet, 1 towel, ½ lit milk, bananas, 2 water bottles, 1 
bucket, 2 plates, ladle and spool. All per family.

8. Today the VGR medical camp.

While there have been a lot of relief activities, they have been 
sporadic and as you can see, all things added to about half of what 
Asha was providing per family.



We got back to the school. All the materials were properly 
assembled by this time. BTW given the breached road the materials 
had to be carried manually to the school. This was done completely 
by volunteers from the village. The young men were lead by one 
Nagarajan. It was a joy to behold their self-less work even in the 
midst of their adversity. About 8 Asha teachers had also turned up 
there to assist with the distribution. Their own houses had been 
affected to varying degrees.

Then the distribution of the materials started. This was also well 
organized by the volunteers from the village. They had grouped the 
people by the streets. Couple of Asha teachers got their names, 
addresses and signature. Then we distributed the materials to all of 
them. They seemed genuinely thankful for what we were doing. I 
couldn’t be without some misgivings in this regard. While it is good 
on their part to receive these with thanks, that shouldn’t have been 
necessary at all. There should have been a systemic response to 
these problems and the solutions shouldn’t depend on the charity of 
others like Asha. Charity affects both the giver and the receiver.

Anyway these things took about 2 hours to complete. We left after 
than. Note that the volunteers from the village had done all this 
completely gratis and didn’t take from us anything more than what 
was given to each family.


