
Asha for Education 

MINUTES OF SPHOORTI CONFERENCE CALL 

Date of call: 06/20/2015 

Time: 9.30 AM EST/7 PM IST/8.30 CST 

Attendees:  

From Sphoorti: 

Srivyal Vayyuri  

From Asha UF:  

1. Shiva Halan 

2. Ravi Venkatraman 

3. Devesh Chugh 

4. Revathi Kadari 

 

Minutes: 

The conference started with introduction of Sphoorti by Srivyal. Sphoorti was founded with 3 children 

and currently accommodates 200 children, who are taken care 24/7 and are sent to private school in 

Hyderabad. Sphoorti takes care of the cost of food, shelter, clothing and studies of all the children. The 

residing children are orphans with no parent, single parent, and parents’ below poverty line who can’t 

afford education or children of sex workers. Sphoorti was previously in touch with West Virginia Asha 

chapter couple of years back.  

We have received two proposals for Sphoorti funding. One is to support 40 existing children’s education 

cost and the other is to support funding for construction of a school for children.  

 

Q: Which among the two proposals is preferred to be funded by them and why? 

If given a choice, funding for construction of school is preferred because this will have a long term 

impact. 

 

Q: How the school being constructed would be different from the existing private/government 

schools? 

School will be affiliated to the state board. Private school doesn’t cater the needs of every child. Every 

kid joining Sphoorti comes from a different background and with different abilities. Catering the needs 

of every child is difficult for private schools. For example, a 10 year child was admitted to 2nd class.  



 

Q: Will the school be open for others or only Sphoorti children? 

 A: Yes. The school will be open to outside children for two reasons. a) the locality where school is being 

built has low income children under poverty line and also b) to give Sphoorti children exposure to 

outside world and mingle with them. 

 

Q: Any special ratio or stats on how many students from outside Sphoorti? 

There are no statistics for now. Currently, talks are going on with local village sarpanches to see the 

requirements and enrollment. 

 

Q: Reasons for constructing the school, are there any other options considering construction of school 

requires more time, money and effort  

Main reasons for constructing the school: 

 Can build informal structure for children being admitted. 

 Children who have not gone to school previously face challenges in competition 

 Government schools are currently not up to the mark – disappointing scenario.  

 Children are sponsored by agencies or individuals. Donors insist that quality given to children 

should be good. That is why they are being sent to private English medium. 

 With current system, children stay outside of Sphoorti for significant amount of time. With this 

plan, they will be under proper guidance and monitoring 24/7 to cater to their needs 

immediately when required. 

  

Q: Education prospects after passing school? 

Children go to intermediate college (11,12th). They are given counselling to know about various career 

options suitable for them. 4 children recently got admitted into Bhavan’s degree college (one of the 

premium degree colleges in AP) after 12th (intermediate). 

  

Q: 3 major challenges faced by children at private school with current existing system 

 Since children stay outside of Sphoorti for significant amount of time – bullying by other children 

and segregation from others happen which leads to bad effect on children. 

 Health is a major issue when staying far from Sphoorti.   

 Complete access to children at all times – major reason being they don’t have parents, there is a 

need of constant vigilance of children 24/7. 

Q) How is the construction work going on? Challenges?  

Faced challenges with black cotton soil while laying foundation stones.    



Funding is expected from nonprofit org in Virginia, US every year for 4 years. Hoping to cover major 

construction costs. 

Support is given to individual class rooms by individuals or groups.  

Hostel blocks are expected to be completed by June 2016 and children would be shifted to hostel . US 

Sphoorti pools money from US and sends to India.  

Companies like Google provide matching employee donation.   

 

Q: Do you foresee any future challenges?  

50 children are graduating from higher education, so they will have to be given guidance for further 

education.  

Designing and implementing formal structure for counselling. 

Security of girl child has become a sensitive issue.  Counselling girls to prepare for outside society is 

another priority.  

Overall development is given more importance than academics.  

 

Q: Any schools with similar concepts that you have looked into? 

There are a few convents which give emphasis on social attitude, leading normal life. 

 

Q: How long the children are attached? 

Children are expected to be part of Sphoorti family all the time, providing mothership , catering 

emotional needs too when required, helping in marriageand providing networking if they need to set up 

company.  

They are motivated to give support to children who are not related to them. As part of understanding 

what it is to be on giving side,  Sphoorti donates other low privileged organizations. Children are taken 

to give out at different places. 

 

Q: Any other emphasis Sphoorti puts on?  

Sphoorti gives consideration to environmental issues and factors in eco system.   

Children learn through observation and are taught to respect the law. 

 

Q: What are the different backgrounds of children present at Sphoorti?  



Children with no parents, one parent, children disowned by parents due to trafficking, parents not 

supporting education, children of sex traffickers 

 

Q: Are children in touch with parents after moving this far from their respective places? 

Children are connected to parents or any extended families that they have. They visit twice in a year, 

meet cousins and others during meeting hours to stay in touch. 

 

Q: How is the funding scenario for existing children? 

Currently majority of the children are being supported by individual donors or individual group 

organizations. There are fluctuations always with the donations. Every year children lose some donors 

and gain some. The reason for requesting the funding for 40 children is to provide more stability to 

children.  

 

Q: Regarding the second proposal, if the funding isn’t offered how do you plan to support the existing 

40 children? 

The children needs come first before construction or any other project. Therefore, if children don’t have 

enough funding, we plan to manage with funds of construction costs after notifying donors.  

 

And finally, Srivyal requested to keep the questions coming and he would be willing to answer any 

doubts that we may have and building relationship with Asha is more important for them.  

Email id to contact : srivyal@sphoorti.org  

Contact number:  +91-9959559022 
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