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Background:

At the outset I would like to make a brief introduction of myself , Usha Bhaskar.  
Studied Electronics & Comn. Engineering ( ECE) Engineering in PSG college of 
Technology.  Served for 28 years in Bharat  Electronics Ltd, Bangalore and Chennai 
units.  And rose to level of  Dy. Gen. Manager  and then took  Voluntary retirement in 
2011. Then served as Program Manager in a company in Chennai that is building  
Defence Electronic systems in Aero space Engineering for DRDO and Defense 
customers till Nov 2014.

I am interested in teaching and helping children in holistic development. 
Even though I do not have formal training in teaching, with my passion, I 
wished to volunteer to educate school children in need and to devote my 
time for useful purposes, which I enjoy.  I came in contact with Ms. P. 
Saraswati through my friend. She asked me to help in teaching Gypsy 
children of class 6th to 8th in Corporation School, Kottur for two hours.  I am 
volunteering since October 2015 onwards.  I started with English teaching as 
another teacher Geetha, had been giving inputs in math and Tamil subjects. I 
wish to share some of my experiences and observations .

I visited the colony first, understood the background from which the children 
were coming. The next day I went to the school taking with me phonic songs 
CD and some worksheets, puzzles given to me.

 On the first day, I took the children to the auditorium in the open ground. I 
decided to handle a small group and called only the 6th and 7th children. But 
the high school boys, Veera and Murali wouldn’t listen and they too joined. I 
had taken my personal computer and played some phonic songs. Their 
attention span lasted only a few minutes. Soon they were bored and wanted 
movies and songs to be played.   If one made a comment, all others laughed 
and joined the conversation. Even those listening got distracted.  In the din 
outside, the songs played were not loud enough. They all crowded around 
the computer and started exploring games. To safeguard my computer I 
decided to turn it off and the worksheets and puzzles that I had taken came 
to my rescue. A picture - word matching puzzle engaged them. As some were 
absorbed, I could have conversation with others. I regained my confidence 
and the rest of the hour was easy.



The next day I decided to observe Geetha another teacher who had been 
already working with the Middle and High school gypsy children for some 
time. She seemed to manage the children much more effectively.  She could 
command the attention of children better and they were willing to listen to 
her and engage in learning.  She advised me to have several worksheets, 
writing assignments ready. When they are calmer it is easy to get their 
attention.  

The third day was better and I could engage them for longer periods. In 
between there was some fight and two children walked back to their class 
and I couldn’t convince them to stay on. Going back and forth disturbs an 
ongoing class and annoys the teacher.  

Sometimes we have classes inside the building, outside the classroom.  
When we use laptops outside the classroom, it is a problem as it disturbs an 
ongoing class inside the classroom.  Slowly I am getting used to the children. 
I carry a variety of material so that I could adjust teaching according to their 
interests.  I have also started helping them in math and Tamil lessons.  
Special attention is helping the children. Durgappa could clearly perceive 
that there is change in his teacher’s attitude towards him and they 
encourage him now. 

The frequent rain holidays in Nov however disrupted the continuity of 
classes. They are all bright children, it a pity that we are beginning at such a 
late stage. It is tough to get their attention now. They are willing to work for a 
while and then start talking, disturbing and want to move on to something 
else. It is hard to convince them to attend school on Fridays. With poor 
attendance and with limited time at our disposal, it is difficult to build 
learning and get far. Investment at the primary level is crucial so that 
children needn’t struggle at this stage.

The teachers of middle and high school are cooperative. They have 
discussions with Geetha about the projects that the gypsy children have to 
complete, maths portions to be covered for 9th and Geetha trains the children 
for tests. Now the children are able to attempt something in tests. The 
teachers seem to value her inputs . 

Observations /Assessment  of some children :

Sneha class VII student:

 Shows keen interest in learning. Writes and reads Tamil after teaching by 
Geetha Teacher. 



 Taught English. Knows capital  letters in English. Confused about a few small 
letters, both in reading and writing. Taught phonetics with phonetic songs 
using computer.

 Shows improvement  and has self confidence while learning and comes 
forward boldly.

 She is very good when taught individually.  IQ is good.
 Comes regularly to school even if her other friends miss school.

Durgappa Class VIII student:

 Shows  keen interest in learning English.   Does not show interest in learning 
Tamil.

 Taught English. Knows capital  letters in English.  Confused about a few small 
letters, both in reading and writing. Taught phonetics with phonetic songs 
using computer.

 Shows improvement  and has self confidence while learning and eager to 
learn.

 He confides that earlier, in his class, he was told in his that he was useless 
and scolded.  Now his  class teacher says he is good and is improving in 
English.  IQ is good. 

 Aware  of  general things  of life.  Very affectionate.
 Comes regularly to school.  Shows eagerness to learn English.
 Puts effort while reading and writing.  He requires individual attention.
 He is competent  in drawing and painting. School has started taking note of 

that and encourages him to participate in school competitions.  

Parthiban Class VII student:

 Shows   interest in learning English.   
 Taught English. Knows capital  letters in English.  Confused about a few small 

letters, both in reading and writing. Taught phonetics with phonetic songs 
using computer.

 Shows improvement  and has self-confidence while learning.  Very 
affectionate.

 Comes to school mostly and playful.  Has comprehension of worldly things. 
 Puts effort to read and write. 

Manikandan  Class VII student:

 Taught English. Knows capital letters in English. Small letters confused 
In some letters.  Taught phonetics with phonetic songs using computer.

 He is silent and a bit timid.  Learns with photographic memory. He is 
interested in writing. 

 Comes to school mostly.  Appears to be innocent.  Requires individual 
attention while learning.

 He is able to identify  pictures with words. 



Sundar  Class VII student:

 Shows   interest in learning English.   Puts effort to read and write. 
 Taught English. Knows capital letters in English. Small letters confused 

In some letters.  Taught phonetics with phonetic songs using computer.
 Shows improvement  and is  over confident and withdraws from learning 

soon.  Very distracted  and playful. Bullies others  during class. 
 Comes to school mostly and playful. IQ is very good.   His comprehension of 

worldly things is good.  
 He is good in maths.  When taught individually, he learns faster than others 

Suji  Class VII student:

 Shows   interest in learning English.   Puts effort to read and write. 
 Taught English. Knows capital letters in English. Small letters confused 

In some letters.  Taught phonetics with phonetic songs using computer.
 Shows improvement  and shows  confidence while learning.   
 Irregular to school. 


