
                      Report of Project Manigal (Kottur) – 2020 - 2021

There are about 40 gypsy children studying in the corporation school in Kottur both
in  primary  and  in  high  school.  School  closure  resulted  in  the  disruption  of  their
education.  After the summer vacation, Government reopened the schools without
students. The school teachers were asked to distribute the term books and other
items. Every week the students were asked to collect  eggs from the corporation.
Apart  from  that  they  were  given  rice,  dal  and  oil  etc.  in  lieu  of  supplementary
nutrition. 

The Project started online classes in June when the new academic year commenced
so that gypsy children could keep in touch with their studies. The high school HM
provided a cell phone to Santosh, the gypsy child who was in 10 th, so that he could
attend  Zoom classes.  Recharge  was  done  by  the  Project.  The  Project  teacher,
Geetha Natarajan, was asked to take responsibility for coaching Santosh and a few
other school children for Class 10 board exams. The school teachers shared daily
study material, videos and assignments so that she could take her classes. She also
held online classes for other gypsy children from classes 7 to 9 who had access to
cell phones.  She visited the colony regularly and handed worksheets and collected
completed assignments and shared with the school. Once high schools opened in
the last term, the children were followed up in the school.

Besides  the  gypsy  children,  children  studying  in  private  schools  in  her
neighbourhood sought  her  guidance in  high school  maths.  The parents  of  these
children needed a neighbourhood teacher during lockdowns and school closure and
Geetha stepped in to help a few children around her house.

Kottur was a hot spot area and there were several containment zones around the
gypsy  colony.  So  the  two  Project  teachers  posted  in  the  primary,  Sridurga  and
Jayalakshmi, undertook online teaching for children from classes 1-6. They formed
What’sApp groups of  children.  The children who had cell  phones gathered other
children and they were taught in small groups by the teachers. A few older children
acted  as  mentors.  The  Project  teachers  visited  the  colony  periodically  to  share
worksheets  and  collect  the  assignments  from  the  children.  During  these  visits
children  were  involved  in  drawing,  colouring  activities,  Yoga  and  other  creative
activities. Every Friday story telling sessions were scheduled. 

Uma Maheswari, who lives inside the gypsy colony, continued her evening tuitions
with a small group of gypsy children. She focussed on the text books so that children
get inputs on their lessons.

Some of the older children who completed schooling in the earlier years were settling
down in jobs. Durgappa was one such child. The project sponsored him for a CAD
course in the previous year, keeping in view the interest he showed in arts in school.
This year he found a job as a house painter. He decorates interiors of houses with
wall paintings. 
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