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Project manigal had been giving special attention drop outs and gypsy children for 
the past three years in the primary and middle school. It had also been sharing and 
donating a variety of teaching and learning material with the primary school. 

In the first quarter the project teachers had been teaching the drop outs, gypsy 
children and a few migrant children -Nepali, Manipuri and Bihari who have enrolled in
the school but speak only their mother tongue.  After the quarterly exams, school has
suggested that we take a few slow learners from each class and have an integrated 
coaching for the gypsy children as well as other children of the school who were 
lagging behind.

The project is experimenting with the same.  This new arrangement has resulted in 
shuffling of the gypsy children into smaller groups. Some were sent to other classes 
and some gypsy children remained with project teachers. This has not gone down 
well with some gypsy children who are used to a lot of personal attention. The 
attendance of some of the gypsy children started dropping as a result of these 
changes. Again the project has shifted the focus to the gypsy children in particular 
and is trying to bring back the drop out children. The project is trying to follow up in 
the colony with the children and families.

Gypsy children progress faster and respond better if they are given special attention.
However Having them as a separate group makes the children stay with their own 
clan. Integrating them in classes throws up a different set of issues which makes the 
gypsy children stay away from school altogether. The project is trying to wade 
through these difficulties and constant discussions are held with school authorities so
that we could accommodate the needs of all the children.



The children from other classes referred by the school for remedial teaching however
are responding very well to the inputs given by the project teachers .They are very 
regular to school and hence they are showing good. progress. 



The project had requested Shereen broido, an English teacher to visit the school 
once a week to help in English teaching. She has identified class 2 and works with 
the children and the  teacher of that class on a regular basis. The teachers are 
finding her interaction with the children useful. She also devotes some time with the 
gypsy children conducting activities for Englsh learning. Art and craft teacher too 
engages the children of the school in creative activities off and on.



At the beginning of the academic year the project has donated a few charts, learning 
material to the school. A few mats and sports material were also given. The slide 
projector installed in the school in the earlier year has become dysfunctional and 
efforts are being made to repair it and make the AV room functional. 

Middle school.

At the middle school too the project teacher teaches the gypsy children as well as a 
few slow learners. Out of the list of 40 children identified by the school for remedial 
coaching, only a small group is being focussed by the project teacher for better 
results. Lakshmi another volunteer dropped in too for a few sessions to help in 
spoken English classes. Some of the children referred by the school for remedial 
classes have poor learning levels and there is a lot of scope and need to support 
these children too and help them complete the school cycle successfully.

From the gypsy colony, one girl, appeared for class 10 board exam iand she has 
successfully passed the board exam in May..However she did not want to continue 
her studies further. As school is only upto class 10, somew children who pass from 
here end their education with class 10 . Families do not make special attempts to 
send them all the way to Alwarpet or Saidapet schools for higher education. 

Durgappa one child from the colony is being sent for a computer course.




