
                    Manigal - Kottur project proposal 

The gypsy community is one of the most marginalized communities, socially, 
economically and educationally. Though a settled community now, they 
continue their nomadic style and travel often. Their children are often left out of 
the fruits of educational benefits. 

Many gypsy children do get enrolled in schools initially. But due to social, 
cultural and language differences their adjustment in school is not smooth. They 
remain in their own groups, talk in their own language and remain indifferent to 
the teaching process. Used to a freer, independent and interesting life style they 
find it difficult to confine to classroom norms, routines and procedures. Some 
make an early exit while others absent themselves frequently. Over a period of 
time the learning levels of the gypsies and the books they are expected to handle 
in their classes do not match. They soon lose confidence and become drop outs. 
Out of school they join their parents in the profession of rag picking and the 
vicious cycle continues. 

Changing the educational statues of one generation of gypsies is essential to 
change their marginalized status. The objectives of the project will be as follows

Objectives 

 Help in the enrolment and retention  of gypsy children in schools. 
 To give personalized attention to the gypsy children and create a 

congenial environment where they feel secure, accepted and settled. 
 To help gypsy children attain necessary learning levels and complete the 

school cycle,
 Maintain close relations with the parents and community and get their 

cooperation for the education of gypsy children. 
 To prevent children from pursuing rag picking at an early age. 

About the colony 

The colony located in central Chennai near Kotturpuram has over 150 gypsy 
families. Originally a completely gypsy colony, over a period of time, the 
houses seemed have changed hands. Currently the colony has a mixed 
population of Gypsies and Tamil families. 



Local  school

Several children from the colony go to the Government run school nearby 
which extends up to class 10. The School has LKG sections too.  But in reality 
the attendance of the children in this school is highly irregular. Children attend 
for a couple of months and then start dropping out. Of the few who come to 
school till the end of academic year, their learning levels are very low. 

Very few gypsy children seem to complete schooling. Some seem to survive till 
8th, but beyond that stage, they drop out. There are hardly any children from the 
colony who have completed 10th despite the high enrolment. If the education 
scenario of the gypsy children has to be changed, the foundational education 
given to the children in this school has to be strengthened.

Some  children who dropped out of corporation school and hostels are picked 
up by The Advent Christian school (Mission School) nearby. It is a very small 
school and at the time of survey the primary school had only 25 children . Out 
of these 9 were shown as gypsy children. Here too their attendance was 
irregular . 

Inside the colony there is no home support for school going children, 
particularly those in upper primary. Middle and High schools. One group runs a 
tution centre in the colony in the evenings where children from LKG to class 8 
spend a little time with their books, collect the snacks and disperse.  Other than 
this service, there is no credible educational intervention. 

No Balwadi/Anganwadi service

There is a large number of preschool children (3-5 age group) inside the colony 
and there is no balwadi service for gypsy children. Nearby Balwadis have only 
children from Tamil communities. Some parents  carry young children in the 
mornings for garbage picking work, but return by afternoon.  Some others leave 
their children behind in the colony, till they return.  The LKG sections of the 
Corporation school if tapped effectively could help settling children in school in 
the early formative years.

Hostels 

Crowding all the gypsies in one school has its problems. If one child misses 
school, other classmates too stop coming to school. Invariably on Fridays gypsy 



children give themselves a holiday. Getting started to school on their own seems 
to be a major problem.  Also when parents travel to other districts/states for a 
few months, continuation of the child’s education gets affected. 

Some parents want their children to go to hostels as they grow up. Getting TCs, 
caste certificates and other necessary documents for the hostel is a problem for 
the gypsies. Help needs to be given to the gypsies to obtain necessary 
documents and gain admission.

Summary 

The gypsy children get sucked into the rag picking profession at 
an early stage. In this context schooling becomes an important 
tool to change their marginalized status. 

Strategies/What the project can do 

 Give additional learning support to gypsy children in small sub groups 

inside the school. Special inputs and personalized attention helps them to 
adjust to school and develop an interest in the schooling process.

 Give opportunity to gypsy children to interact in their own language and 

stay with their peers till they settle down in school.
 Drop outs or long absentees children with very poor learning levels can 

be helped by using a bridge course approach . 
 Use arts, songs and other creative methods to sustain them in schooling 

process through out.  
 Use computer aided education to support learning of gypsy children.  
 Explore possibilities of coaching children in the evening particularly for 

those in higher classes. 
 Elicit the support of volunteers and educationists around that area to 

participate in the education of gypsy children in various stages.
 Extend support to parents who want admissions in hostels by helping 

them in procuring necessary certificates  like caste certificates etc.        

                    



Budget  (2015-2016)
 Salaries 

Primary  -                             2 teachers                                          2,64,000       
Middle  and High school   - 1 Teacher                                          1,44,000 

Sub total salaries                         4, 08,000  

 TLM/story books  (primary, middle , high, colony)                          25,000 
 Stationery/ worksheets - (primary, middle , high, colony)                20,000 
 Laptop/ Music player /CDs                                                               50,000
 Projector/screen  (for school and project children)                           35,000
 Uniform, inner clothes, slippers, lunch box.towels etc                     42,000 
 Cupboards /mats/         25,000
 Gifts/prizes/ Snacks for children for one year                     25,000
  Education conveyance                             15,000 
  Tution  (primary/ higher classes )                                              20.000 
 Administration                         15,000
  Misc                         10,000 

                                            Sub total                                                      2,82,000  

                               Total 6,90,000  
 




