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I visited the school and the computer lab sponsored by Asha Chennai. The
classroom is very spacious with proper infrastructure. When we went to computer
lab, classes were being held for class 6 and 7. I talked to few students and learnt
that they have a 45 minute computer class once a week for each section and they
like the computer class very much. I asked them what they do in the computer
class and they said that they learn to write letters, write about prominent persons
like Dr Abdul Kalam and they do some drawing and painting using the applications
provided by Asha . They are given group projects and they are given a project by
the computer teacher; at times, they are given the freedom to choose a project of
their own choice.

Group Assignments

There are 9 computers for a class strength of 60 plus. I talked to Mohan and
Gowtham, Asha teachers who handle the classes. While at a time only 9 students
are at the computers doing their projects, other children are made to sit in groups
and are given some assignments which keeps them busy mentally. Children are
highly motivated since there is healthy competition. There is a chart on which
scores are recorded. For class 6, Basics in English and Tamil are also taught.
Academic videos are played. Class 7 and 8 work with Open Office , Text.doc paint
tux etc.. Class 9 and 10 do programming, work on spreadsheet, document writing,
picture edit etc. During competitions, they browse on computers for materials
using internet. I went through a school magazine designed by students.
Mohan told me that the objective is to treat Computer as technology aided learning
and not as a subject although children are taught the basics on hardware and
software.
The lab had a few books and videos.
The teachers said they are getting good support from the school management. I
could not meet the Head Mistress as she was very busy with meetings.

