Date: 20.08.2014

Asha Fellowship Update by A.S.Karthikbharathi

The last four months for me was a blend of happiness, and suffer. I know both happiness
and troubles are not permanent things and every time there will be changes. But, both came to

me at a same time.

At the beginning of this academic year, 2 of our building owners asked us to vacate the
centers. We never expected that. Also, 2 people have finished their post graduation, 6 have
finished their under graduation. There was uncertainty whether they'll continue to study or go to

work. Some of them had the need for Madurai Seed'’s support to continue their education.

At that time, I was invited by Maruthanayagam (former seed student and volunteer), for
his PhD viva voce. I was loaded with happiness and drive after took part in his viva at Trichy.
Generally, PhD is a long-term process, needs more patient, hard work, and expertise. Particularly
for students from underprivileged background, first generation learners it is very hard to go up to
that level. But, Maruthu (in marine bio-technology) and Bala (in Tamil literature) achieved that

this year. Both these incidents gave meaning to my life.

Additionally to these happy events, Friends of Madurai Seed has approved our funding
request. With their help, we gave advance rent and did some maintenance works for two new

building. Both the buildings are ready now, and children started to using those.

With the support of Friends of Madurai Seed (Dr. Laura, Prof. John and associates), Clive
Oxenden (an OUP author), and KFR School, we have distributed educational scholarships to 5
B.Ed students, 1 M.Phil student, 12 college going young people, 20 single-parent children, 107

children. This was one of the fulfilling events in these months.

1 girl got teaching position in a private school, and 1 got job as an assistant manager in a

marketing company.

Apart from these, as a pride and meaning to the service of Asha for Education, Friends of
Madurai Seed, KFR School, Melli, Laura, and me in the work of implementing the philosophies of
the above people, two of our alumnae Muniya Samy (English), and Saranya (Science) are
recruited as teachers in Tamil Nadu Government Schools in their merit. (Before two years, Anees
Fatima (English) went for Govt. teacher job). Dr. Adams, Melli, Laura, and John's training are
notable in making these English teachers. These three people are the first generation graduates

came from disadvantaged socio-economic background.



The happiest aspect is, Madurai Seed is working for underprivileged children. Most of the

underprivileged children are studying in government schools. These people who grew up with

disadvantaged background are going to work in government schools where there is much need

for effective, responsible teachers.

New supplementary education program is initiated for children of Sevalayam Hostel

children who are coming from the most financially disadvantaged situation from the villages

around Madurai. 136 children are benefiting from the evening classes. All of them are studying

in a corporation school nearby.

All people who have passed the 10" std are guided in further studies. All have joined for 11" std.

Students who finished 12" std are given guidance about college education. 11 people have

joined in colleges and studying various disciplines.
Up to this year (2014)

06 male teachers; 19 female teachers; 02 Ph.D;
20 male engineers; 03 female engineers; 5 advocates;
5 medical oriented jobs; 2 tourism oriented jobs;
7 social workers; 2 management careers; 9 police;

3 works in abroad; 1 army men

And so many Post Graduates and Under Graduates

emerged from Madurai Seed.

Last but not least, The Hindu, Tamil daily has published
an article about Madurai Seed, its educational services,

and achievements.

Dear Asha supporters, I am working 100% in the
administration, education centers, and guidance tasks at
Madurai Seed, additionally I am concentrating on slow
learners support at Madurai Seed, and Sevalayam Hostel.
There are 50 children studying 10" std. It is our major aim

to make all of them pass with good percentage.

Thank you.
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