
Site visit Project Manigal - Thiruvanmiyur  (17 december 2019)-Shereen, Volunteer

I reached the Thiruvanmiyur school at about 11:00.  There was no current so the Gypsy 
classroom was dark and hot.  Yet the children were all sitting and studying quietly.  Ms. 
Mageswari and Ms. Suhashini each had one group and they were revising for upcoming exams. 
An older boy, Vikram of class 11,  had come to prepare for exams and sat studying in Ms. 
Suhashini's group.  She would help him with any doubts.

The teachers permitted the children to join in some literacy building activities for the rest of the 
day.  We did one set of activities before lunch and then separate activities in the afternoon.  

In the afternoon, some 4nd standard mainstream children also joined us.

The morning activity was focussed on a wall-display of the children's photos.  Their  names in 
Tamil and English were printed beneath the photos, all arranged in Tamil alphabetical order. 
The children practiced reading the Tamil letters, and then found the sounds in their own names 
and their friends' names.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Next, the teachers guided them in making sentences.  (Ex: 'I am Santhosh. I am a boy. He is 
Vetri. He is a boy.'   'I am Jothi. She is Anushka. She is my friend.).   This also posed challenges 
to many children.  'He/She' challenged the smallest students, while the usage of 'a' for only 
common nouns and not for proper names challenged everyone.  But as all the students had the 
chance to speak, gradually the mistakes disappeared.

Finally, the children wrote their own names in English and Tamil and also a chosen friend's name. 
The photo display was placed on the floor in 3 separate columns and the children moved around 
to search for their friends.  They helped each other. 



Then all the children went out into the corridor/verandah to eat their lunch.  The class 11 
student, Vikram, also left.

Normally, at lunchtime, some children will finish eating quickly and come back into the classroom 
to read books and play.  There are story books available in English and Tamil.  The children enjoy 
exploring these books.   

After lunch we were joined also by children from the mainstream 4th  standard class.  There were 
two activities.  In the first activity reading was  emphasized.

A collection of 22 early-readers was used. These books provide examples of simple English 
sentence patterns, using about 100 regularly-spelled common words.   

Children sat in groups with the teachers.  The books were read chorally and then the children 
filled in simple reader-response forms.  The older children were given flashcard sets for the 
books they had read.  They practiced assembling and reciting sentences with these sets. 

Though each group had a teacher, the groups were too large for every child to get personal 
guidance. So some of the older children worked by themselves.  Most of the mainstream children 
were able to manage, and some of the gypsy children as well – Santhosh, Anushka, Jothi, Vetri. 
One 2nd standard boy, Arya, also worked alone.  But when he needed guidance, we were all too 
busy to focus on him separately. So this was a frustration for him.

The mainstream children went back to class after this activity.  

The last activity of the day picked up the bilingual names topic from the morning.   A set of 
flashcards was distributed inside a circle around which all the children were sitting.  Pairs of 
flashcards had the same photo of a schoolchild. On the back of the cards were the English or 



Tamil names.  The cards were face-down, with only the names showing.  
Each child in turn stepped among the cards to find the matching pairs.  Some children-Santhosh, 
Saravanan, Parashakthi-were very adept at this.  (After their turns  they were bored so they 
sneaked clues to the next children.)   Smaller children needed help.  Many of them needed to be 
pointed to one of the  bilingual alphabetic displays in the classroom.  Some also needed help in 
identifying the English capital letters.  But finally,  all children picked up one matching pair. 
Strips of star stickers were awarded to all as they found their cards. 

Soon after this, parents began coming to pick up their children. All materials were packed up/put 
in order.  After all the children had gone, the teachers got the room ready for tomorrow and 
came out.  
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