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The   manigal   project   continues   to   give   special   attention   to   the   education   of   gypsy  
children   of   the   Thiruvanmiyur    colony.   The   gypsy   children   are   marginalized  
socially,   educationally,   economically   and   special   focus   becomes   essential   in   order  
to   help   them   avail   the   opportunities   and   rights   they   are   entitled   to.   The   projects  
post   two   teachers   for   this   purpose.  

At   primary   school   Indra   Nagar   

The   project   teachers   give   one   to   one   attention   in   small   groups   and   help   the   gypsy  
children   cope   with   learning.   The   teachers   deal   with   all   levels   of   children    up   to  
class   5.   Once   the   children   become   regular   and   attain   adequate   levels   of   learning   an  
attempt   is   made   to   integrate   them   with   their   regular   classes.   The   school   has  
converted   to   English   medium   but   some   of   the   gypsy   children   are   treated   as   drop  
outs   and   are   retained   in   Tamil   medium.   The   school   has   only   two   teachers   in   the  
primary   besides   the   HM.    In   such   circumstances,   the   project   teacher’s   inputs   help  
the   gypsy   children   progress   in   learning   and   complete   primary   schooling.   Drops   out  
rate   of   gypsy   children   in   the   primary   this   colony   has   become   negligible   over   the  
years,   though   irregularity   continues   because   of   the   life   style   of   their   parents.  
Parents   are   now   willing   to   enrol   the   children   in   LKG   itself.   

 



    

 

Besides   the   gypsy   children.the   project   supports   the children   of   the   school   in   a  
variety   of   ways.   

English   classes    -    Shereen   Broido,   a   volunteer   was   visiting   the   school   once   a   week  
and   was   involved   in   teaching   English   to   the   gypsy   children   as   well   as   classes   3   and  
4   of   the   school.   She   was   using   her   own   collection   of   story   books,   materials   and  
worksheets   and   engages   the   children   in   a   variety   of   activity   based   learning.   The  
school   finds   her   additional   input   to   the   children   useful.   Children   too   enjoy   the  
activities   she   had   been   undertaking   and   eagerly   look   forward   to   her   class.   



Craft   class    -   Craft   activities   were   undertaken   periodically   to   enhance   the   skills   and  
creativity   of   the   school   children   .   

Gypsy   families   had   always   engaged   in   bead   making   and   other   crafts   for   their  
livelihood.   Hence   the   need   for   skill   based   learning   and   craft   classes   was   felt.   The  
school   too   wanted   craft   activities   for   other   school   children   and   hence   these   were  
extended   to   other   classes.  

   

 

 



TLM   distribution .   -   The   school   was   given   a   variety   of   learning   material,   flip  
books,   booklets   and   flash   cards,   charts   etc.   this   year.   A   new   HM   was   posted   to   the  
school   in   the   midst   of   the   academic   year   and   she   is   quite   keen   to   improve   the  
working   of   the   school.   

 

The   Project   has   given   an   almirah   with   glass   doors   for   storing   some   of   the   teaching  
learning   materials   given   to   them.   HM   plans   establish   language   labs   next   year.   At  
the   end   of   the   academic   year   four   computers   given   by   Asha   (from   the   Ford   donated  
computers)   were   handed   over   to   the   school.   However   these   computers   are   yet   to   be  
set   up   as   the   national   lock   down   was   announced   by   then.  

Gypsy   children   in   other   schools   

Once   the   children   complete   the   primary,   the   children   who   move   to   higher   classes   in  
other   schools   are   followed   up   by   the   project   teachers   throughout   the   year.   They   are  



helped   in   admissions,   payment   of   fees   and   provided   uniforms   and   other   supplies   to  
the   children.   The   children   admitted   under   RTE   are   given   special   attention.   

Though   the   project   tried   to   arrange   for   tution   for   these   children   in   the   evenings,   we  
had   limited   success   in   the   area.   It   was   not   easy   to   find   tutors   nearby   where   gypsy  
children   can   visit   the   tutor’s   homes   and   study.   Neither   was   it   possible   to   invite  
tutors   to   the   gypsy   colony   due   to   lack   of   decent   space   in   the   colony.  

Vikram,   now   in   class   12                                           Children   in   hostel   

   

Arjun   now   in   class   10 hostel   child  

 

 

 

 



              RTE   children   

Often   the   project   had   to   rely   on   the   project   teachers   to   give   extra   time   in   the  
evenings   and   on   holidays.   Special   focus   was   on   9   th   and   eleventh   children   as   the  
schools   had   requested   for   special   help   to   enable   the   children   to   cope   with   their  
lessons.    One   child   will   complete   his   polytechnic   course   in   automobile   engg   this  
year.   We   are   hoping   that   he   will   find   a   good   placement.  

Some   of   the   activities   like   picnics,   sports   and   annual   day   were   not   held   in   the  
school   due   to   early   closure   of   the   school.   The   project   teachers   visited   the   gypsy  
colony   before   the   lock   down   and   educated   them   the   importance   of   hand   washing   to  
prevent   Covid   19    and   distributed   soaps   to   35   families   

 



              

The   gypsy   families   were   getting   ready   for   the   mylapore   Arupathimmovar    festival  
when   the   lockdown   was   announced.   Many   of   them   had   bought   beads   and   were  
hoping   to   sell   them   in   the   thiruvizha   that   was   cancelled.   Some   families   sell   beads,  
balloons,   paper   flowers   at   Besant   Nagar   church   and   beach   but   are   unable   to   do   so  
now.   Garbage   picking   activity,   sorting   of   plastics   and   scrap   has   also   come   to   a  
stand   still.    Phone   calls   reveal   that   they   are   managing   with   rations   given   by   the  
govt.   but   find   it   insufficient.   There   are   some   64   houses   in   the   colony   and   isolating  
only   the   school   going   children   and   their   families   for   relief   would   be   problematic.  
Relief   distribution   may   also   result   in   crowd   collection.   Hence   it   was   considered   to  
wait   till   the   lockdown   is   lifted   for   better   coordination   with   community   leaders.   

 

 

 



 

 

 


