
Site visit report of Project  Manigal  Indra nagar - 9th Feb 2021

By:Usha Bhaskar, Volunteer

I visited gypsy colony in Indranagar on 9th February 2021 around
11am along with Ms. P.Saraswathi.

Asha teachers Ms. Maheswari and Ms.Suhasini were taking classes
in the lane at theback of the gypsy colony. About 18 children from
primary and middle school were studying.  Seeing me they were
happy to interact. Talked to the children. 

 I  took  one  group  and  asked  some  of  them  to  read  English
worksheets with small sentences.They read confidently. Overall 5
children could read the worksheet. 2 of them made mistakes in
some words.

Teachers said they are making children do exercises from third
term books and are trying to cover the portions. Otherwise next
year they will face difficulty.

Met 3 RTE children  Shaktivel, Vetri  and Bharat,  who are studying
in Sankara School  in Class IV and V. They are learning Maths and
Tamil subjects with Maheswari here.  In the afternoon they attend
online  classes  and  learn  from  V.  Vijaykanthi,  a  volunteer  who
teaches other subjects. She is covering their  textbooks   and is
very happy with the progress of the children.

Shaktivel read the worksheet with confidence.  Bharath was very
easy to talk to. I asked what subjects he likes. He told Maths and
Science.  He  was  telling  that  he  finds  it  difficult  to  read  Tamil
words.I encouraged him to read even with 
mistakes and that he can improve with constant trying. Vetri was
a quiet child.

Talked to Shalini studying in class 8 in Avvai Home. She is very
confident. I asked herto read a few English words. She could read
most of the English words except big words. Asked her  to split
the word and read which she tried. She was in the hostel but due



to  Corona the hostel  is  closed.  Now  she is  studying  with  the
project teachers.

Talked to Arjun of class 10, who is studying in Besant school. That
day  he  was  on  leave.  He  told  sorry  when  I  asked  why  he  is
missing the school classes and said he will go to school the next
day.He is attending online classes and tution from Ms.Saraswati

The Maheswari mentioned that besides the classes in the colony
they are following up the caste, Aadhar cards, Ration cards and
income certificates of some children and getting them rectified for
admission purposes.  M.Vetri  who joined hostel  this year is  also
attending online classes.

While talking to teachers, they told that  are also visiting school
periodically and coordinating with school and ensuring that the
gypsy children  collected books and rations. They also got some
children admitted in LKG.

The colony and the tenements were in poor status. Most of the
ladies  in  the  colony  enquired  Saraswati.  There  was  a  self-help
group meeting organized by someone else.  So lot of residents
had gathered  in  the  colony.  On the  way back,  we met  all  old
students  of  Manigal,  Indranagar  project,  mostly  girls.  Some  of
them have got married and moved to other colonies. Now they
were enquiring about joining their kids in preschool. 














