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During the year 2020-2021schools were closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. A
year’s gap would have been very costly in the lives of gypsy children and it would
have been extremely difficult  to settle them back in school.  The project teachers
stepped in to fill  this gap and continued to educate the gypsy children inside the
gypsy colony throughout the year.

At the initial stages in June the teachers started with online classes for the children
who had cell phones. Older children and RTE children were able to attend these
sessions.  Children in  classes 10 and 12 were  taught  from their  textbooks.  They
visited the colony periodically and handed over printed hand outs in advance so that
they could  work with the children online.

The pandemic helped the high school children to become familiar with technology as
they had to log in for their online classes and send assignments. They also helped
younger children and their parents to log into online classes. The project recharged
the phones of high school children to enable them attend online classes.

In September the Mini School classes were started inside the gypsy colony with a lot
of hesitation, knowing the hygienic conditions prevalent in the colony. Many of the
parents were in garbage clearing profession and worked as front line workers during
lockdowns too. However the two project teachers, Maheswari and Suhasini preferred
to walk down to the colony and teach in person as they had difficulties in engaging
younger children online. 

The classes were conducted in the open spaces inside and behind the gypsy colony.
The  teachers  had  to  constantly  shift  to  available  places  near  children’s  homes.
Sometimes  the  houses  behind  the  gypsy  colony  objected  to  the  gypsies  being
gathered  there  as  their  relations  were  strained.  During  the  rainy  season  vacant
space in a gypsy house was used. Lack of toilet facilities was an added constraint
and the teachers had to walk down to the school facilities which were at a distance.
However, for the gypsy children, it was the continuation of the morning routine with
the same teachers, only the location was different. 

In the Mini School, the teachers had to deal with primary and high school children. A
couple of high school girls had returned from hostels and could not go back. They
too joined in the classes. The RTE children studying in matriculation schools were
also available .The two teachers divided them into smaller groups to handle these
divergent  groups.  It  was  a  difficult  task  in  the  colony  environment  with  all  the
distractions around. About 15 children attended the classes regularly. The teachers
used a variety of worksheets, storybooks, old ABL cards and teaching aids that were
brought from the school. These were kept in one of the houses of the children and
were used along with the text books of the children. 



The children appearing  for  the  10th  and 12th  board  exams were  given  special
attention. The respective schools of these two children were keen that the children
appearing for these exams do not lag behind. Hence they    regularly shared with the
project teachers, the details of assignments of classes 12 and 10 so that the project
teachers could work with them in the colony. The project  teachers got intimation
about school online classes and tests and followed up and ensured that the children
attended their classes. The teachers thus served as a link between school and the
children.

A volunteer, Ms Vijaykanthi, offered to teach English through online classes for a
couple of hours. The responsibility of three RTE children studying in Sankara School
was given to her. The children and their parents have taken a liking to her and are
steadily  cooperating  in  finishing  the  work  she gives  them.  She is  continuing  the
classes and has managed to cover a fair portion of their syllabus. These children
have gained because of school closure and have progressed considerably because
of the one to one teaching inputs. Otherwise they were faring badly in their school.

A few gypsy children who have gone to Andhra and other colonies however got left
out. The needs of older children were high, so teachers could not focus much on the
new entrants in class 1 and they hope to catch up with them next year.

In April  2021 the primary school  asked the project  teachers to  get the minimum
levels workbooks completed from all the gypsy children. The project teachers worked
with individual children in the Mini School, got them completed and handed them
over to the school. Besides teaching, the teachers coordinated with the school and
parents in the supply of rations, text books, etc., to the gypsy children.  The teachers
were indeed taking a risk. Luckily none from the gypsy families were affected by
Covid-19 in that area and all were safe.

The  project  teacher,  Maheswari,  also  helped  S.Vetri  get  admission  in  the  RMK
hostel, once the lock down was lifted in June. The family was helped to rectify their
Aadhar card, procure caste and other documents necessary for admission. Though
the child was given admission,  the hostel  was closed due to  the pandemic.  The
hostel gave the child an iPad and followed up his education through online classes.

One gypsy  child,  Santosh,  continues  to  stay  in  the  hostel  as  he  has  no  family
member to take care of him.

Two children completed their polytechnic course in Sept./Oct.last year. They gave
their exam online. The RMK hostel where G Vijay completed automobile engineering
course found a placement for him in TVS company with a stipend. He joined the
company once his results were declared.  We hear that recently he was sent back
home before the second wave. Once the situation improves, hopefully he will  get
back to work. Though other educated boys are settling down  in jobs such as house-
keepers, sales person in shops, assistants in gyms etc., G.Vijay is the first gypsy boy
from the colony to get a job using his technical qualification. 












