
Report of Manigal Thiruvanmiyur 2018-2019

Manigal project had been working with the Narikuravar 
community in Thiruvanmiyur for the past several years. The 
Narikuravar  colony comprises of about 60 families who have 
been allotted houses in the early sixties by the Government 
.However their children were left out of the mainstream 
education because of their nomadic life style.  

Project Manigal had been helping in the enrolment, retention 
and improvement of the learning levels of the gypsy children at
the primary school near the gypsy colony. The children who 
complete primary education are followed up in other middle 
and high schools in the area. Some children are supported and 
followed up in vocational and college courses too. 

In the year 2018-2019, the education of a total of 32 gypsy 
children was followed up by the project. Support was also 
extended to the primary school in a variety of areas.

Out of the two teachers posted in the project, one of the 
teachers helps at the primary school while the senior teacher 
coordinates activities pertaining to the gypsy colony and middle
and high schools, tutions and hostels besides helping in the 



primary school

I Indranagar corporation school

a. Support to Gypsy children

Project Manigal has been fairly successful in bringing the gypsy 
children into the mainstream education system over the years. 



At the primary school the gypsy children are given special 
attention to sustain them in the schooling process and to help 
them attain necessary learning levels.  The project uses a 
variety of materials and methods to attract the gypsy children 
who otherwise do not find schooling interesting.  Such support 
in the primary classes is helping the gypsy children become 
successful learners and continue their education beyond 
primary and join middle schools. There are a total of 16 children
studying in the school. 

The primary school has been converted into an English medium
school recently. However most of the gypsy children are placed 
in Tamil medium. The school teachers fear that because of their
frequent absenteeism and travelling life style the gypsy 
children may have coping problems. There are other problems 
too-At the 6th level some aided schools have entrance tests for 
admission into English medium sections. Hostels too offer only 
Tamil medium. In this scenario gypsy children could become 
unfit in both the systems. The project is attempting to get all 
new entrants into one system from this year so that they could 
eventually adjust in their respective classes from the primary 
school. 

 



With increased involvement and interest of the parents and the 
follow up of the teachers, school going has now become more 
or less an acceptable norm in the gypsy colony. Children do 
come to school more regularly. As a result of the efforts of the 
past few years drop-out rate has greatly reduced. But the life 
style of some parents continues to be a deterring factor. Badri 
and Arjun  stay away for weeks or months when their parents 
move to Andhra and when they return they speak Telugu and 
teachers have to begin all over.  

Vetri, Rahul and Keerthi are left in their grandmother’s village 
off and on, as their father is undergoing treatment for TB and 
their mother finds it difficult to cope with schooling and 
treatment issues. In such cases, special attention to the gypsy 
children becomes imperative to help them catch up with 
learning.  

 

b. Remedial coaching , English teaching and other 
support to the primary school

In this year, Jaya Suresh, project volunteer undertook English 
coaching for children of class 4 and 5 designated as slow 
learners, along with the gypsy children. The children have 
shown enthusiasm and made good progress.  The integrated 
teaching is helping both gypsy children as well as other 
children.  Oral conversation, storytelling and inculcating values 
through discussions on a variety of topics- health, hygiene, 
discipline, cooperation etc. was emphasised. The project 
teachers also share a variety of maths worksheets with children



of the school who were lagging behind and helped them 

progress.  

Informative videos and educational programs were shared with 
the children in the remedial classes and other classes 
periodically, depending on the topic taught. During science 
exhibitions the project teachers shared a variety of videos for 
project work.  

c. Materials to the school 

A variety of learning materials were given to the LKG section 
and the primary classes. Sports materials and mats were also 
given to the school. The school is finding the Floor Desks 
donated for the lower classes useful. The Maths materials given
to the school last year are being used by the teachers.

 



d. Craft classes

Craft classes were also extended to the school children 
periodically.

 

e. Support at LKG

One of the objectives of the project is to bring in the gypsies 
early to school and to avoid the adjustment problems they face 
later on in the school. Due to a variety of prejudices and mutual
distrust between them and other communities, early child 



education services were inaccessible to the gypsy community 
all these years. Some exclusive Balwadis functioned for them in
the colony a decade back but once those services stopped, 
their children were left out of all early childhood services. With 
the starting of LKG in the primary school a couple of years 
back, the project is focussing on bringing the children of the 
gypsy colony to the LKG of the school.

The gypsies who earlier preferred late entry into school for their
children are now trusting the project teachers and sending the 
children. This year, seven children joined the LKG/UKG. At the 
beginning of the academic year, one of the project teachers 
stayed with the children in the LKG section and worked 
alongside the LKG teacher organizing play way methods for a 
few months and  helped the children settle down and adjust to 
other school routines. 

II Support to gypsy children in other schools in the 
neighbourhood.

Once gypsy children complete primary they are helped to 
continue their education in the neighbourhood middle schools. 
The children are scattered in five schools and the project 
follows them up in their respective schools regularly. The 



project introduces the parents and the child to the school, puts 
in applications, procures necessary certificates- caste and 
income certificates, TC, pays fees, supports with uniforms, 
bags, guides etc. and transport in some cases.

The project teachers follow up the attendance of the middle 
and high school children in the colony as well as visit the 
schools periodically to get feedback from the teacher and also 
escort the parents whenever requested by the concerned 
schools.        

At middle and high schools children learn with other school 
children in their respective classes. With no special inputs and 
individual attention some of them lapse back in their learning 
as years pass by.  Hence the project supports a few children 
through tuitions.  Due to lack of space in the colony, children 
are sent to tutor’s houses.  Identifying suitable tutors and 
ensuring that the children attend the classes is a laborious 
process for the project. Gypsy parents entering apartment 
complexes are often viewed with suspicion and the project 
teachers have to pick up and drop the children in some cases.

 



     
Arjun and ventatesh at volunteer’s house 

During exams the project teachers spend additional time in the 
colony and help the children prepare for their exams. 
Sometimes during weekends and exam time, project teachers 
pick up the children from the colony and classes are held at 
volunteer- Jaya Suresh’s house. These one to one interactions 
and teachings help to keep up the motivation of the children. 
The project also coached E. Vijay and Vikram  for the 
supplementary exam, clear their arrear exam and complete 
their class 10.

Vikram  and E Vijay who completed class 10 



III The RTE children 

 The project follows up the children admitted under RTE 
regularly through school visits and discussion with parents. 
Parents are helped in filling daily diaries and other forms, 
writing leave letters etc.  Parents and children seem to have 
adapted to the rules and regulations of the school and are able 
to cope so far. These children are supported with uniforms, 
bags, school shoes at the commencement of the academic 
year. Children were sent to a tutor, Ms Kavitha Lakshman for 
English coaching. By turns, the project teachers accompany the
children in the evenings twice a week to the tutor’s house. 

 RTE children at Tutor’s house  



IV Hostel children 

This year three children -Sharoni, Shalini and Meera decided to 
join Avvai Home hostel. Meera’s family moved to Andhra hence 
they decided to leave the child in the hostel for continuation in 
class six after she finished her primary. The project assisted the
families with admission formalities, procurement of certificates 
from Thasildar office, opening of bank account, fitness 
certificates, Income certificate etc. The children were supported
with initial supplies- trunk, buckets and other accessories, 
uniforms, bags, slippers that were mandatory for admission. 
The project teachers regularly follow up through hostel and 
school visits and discussion with parents.

One orphan child is studying in the hostel run by ICCW, and he 
too is studying in a matriculation school with support from a 
sponsor. The project volunteers visit him once in a while.

 Hostel child 



 

V. Children in higher education 

Three children are continuing in higher education after 
completing their schooling. G.Vasanth is completing his final 
year in polytechnic college from Don Bosco and we are hoping 
that he will find a suitable job soon. He was supported with 
fees, uniform, shoes, bag etc. 

                

G. Vijay is in the final year in the polytechnic college of 
Ramakrishna Mission. He too is being supported with initial 
hostel supplies like uniform, shoes, bags and other clothes. 

Durai Murugan is continuing with B.Com. and he is struggling to
cope with studies and has arrears in a few subjects. He also 
works part time in a shop during holidays. 

Three children who had completed class 10 last year were sent 
to computer training courses to broaden their job avenues.  



Meena and Ajeet who completed 10th have  moved away to 
another colony in Navalur.  

Sharan who completed motor mechanic course in an ITI last 
year works with a mechanic. Educated children are exploring 
other options for work. They are no longer restricting 
themselves to garbage clearing work, undertaken by most in 
the community. 

   
Sharan                                                      Arjun and ventatesh of
besant school.



RTE children at the colony               

   

VI At the colony 

The project teachers visit the colony daily in the mornings to 
mobilize the children for the primary school and also to ensure 
that children in other schools have left for their respective 
schools. Sometimes they revisit the colony in the evenings. 

If the children have special problems such as sickness or any 
other issue, they call up the school authorities and inform them
about their leave so they do not face problems later for their 
absence. Sometimes one of the teachers accompanies the 
children or their parents to the schools if they have special 
issues.

In case of any special health problems children are taken for 
treatment. Arjun was suffering from skin ailment for long and 
was missing school. With repeated reminders from the school, 
the project teacher took him to a skin specialist and helped in 
getting proper treatment. Vetri’s education is getting affected 
due to the illness of his father. It is not clear as to what help the
project can give for treatment of TB to his father. 

The teachers also help parents in filling up application forms for
caste, income and other certificates and entitlements. 



            
On the whole the motivation of the gypsy parents for educating
their children has improved greatly.  They meet other educated 
children in the colony and see schooling as a useful investment 
in their child. They no longer prefer to take young children 
along with them for work. They see the project teachers and 
volunteers as well wishers, mentors and advisors and look up to
them whenever they have an issue with their children.  The 
educational profile of the gypsy children in the colony is 
undergoing change slowly.  



              
Vetri, Rahul, Keerti with their father                    venkatesh and 
father
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