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On July 4th, 2019 I met with Amit Sinha the founder of Jamghat who 
took me to Aangan-the day care center and to Ekjut the vocational 
training center where women make cloth bags on sewing machines. 
Both of these sites are located in Daryaganj which is in Old Delhi. I 
had never been to Darya Ganj and as Amit ji and I were walking from 
the metro station to Ekjut through those crowded, narrow roads with 
piles of garbage all around I could not but help wonder about the 
whereabouts of the Swachh Bharat Aandolan (Clean India Campaign) 
since there was not a single trash can in sight. It was a similar story 
when Aangan was at Chandni Chowk, though Daryaganj is slightly 
better. I talked with Amit ji about this at length. He told me that 
garbage cans get stolen, people are stuck in their old ways of cleaning 
their own homes and dumping the garbage on the streets, the 
garbage collector does not come regularly and so on, hence the sorry 
state of affairs. When I asked whether some kind of garbage pits with 
concrete blocks or bricks would work, he replied that even those 
would be broken down and people will walk away with the bricks. To 
illustrate his point further he talked about some celebration that had 
happened in Daryaganj where a small area was cleaned out and 
plants were put around to mark the occasion. The next day he saw 
people stepping out of their cars and driving away with the plants. So 
basically his point was that if this is the ‘mentality’ of the rich then why 
what do you expect from everyone else. Fair enough. 

Our first stop was Ekjut and I was pleasantly surprised to see that they 
have a wonderful, clean, bright, airy space of about 300 sq. ft. where 
about 20-25 women come everyday to sew bags. In addition about 5-7 
women work from home on their own sewing machines. The bags are 
sold for Rs. 25/ or Rs.100/ each-the latter price is for the hand painted 
ones. They earn Rs.8 per bag and the maximum that one woman 
earned in the month of September was Rs. 10,416 and the minimum 



was less than Rs.100. In the past 4 months  Jamghat has been able to 
pay the women from the profits they have made and also set a little bit 
aside for future use.  Amit ji mentioned in a recent phone conversation 
that they have a major work load because single use plastic was 
banned in India in an announcement made by the PM on October 2nd 
which is Gandhi Jayanti. Currently Jamghat is putting up stalls in Di-
wali melas, schools, and colleges to handle the high demand.  

Then we took an auto rickshaw and walked to the shelter home-Aan-
gan. The entrance is through a very narrow street where electrical 
wires crisscrossing above us like a spider’s web. There were bags, toy 
boxes and other pieces of garbage caught and dangling from the 
wires as people who live upstairs throw the trash out from their win-
dows out on the streets. The streets (if they can be called that) are 
very narrow, there is overcrowding, the buildings look old, dilapidated 
and hazardous. Jamghat occupies 100-120 sq ft of space spread over 
the ground floor, first floor and second floor. They have about 50 kids 
and three teachers (this includes Shadan who is the Coordinator as 
well in addition to Shahnaz and Irfan. Shahnaz lives in a night shelter 
herself as her salary is not enough to take her out of the night shelter 
where she lives with her family.) The ground floor has a kitchen, a 
computer room (they have 5 computers none of which work and need 
repairs), a bathroom for boys and a locker room where the children 
keep their personal belongings such as clothes, bags, books and any 
other personal items. Since they are primarily street children they 
leave Aangan in the evening and spend the night on the streets or in a 
night shelter if they get a space. They try to sleep in groups for safety. 

The first floor has two rooms which function as classrooms, a girls’ 
bathroom and a tiny bit of open space and the second floor has an of-
fice. The staircases have no railings with a real danger of kids slipping 
and falling. On that day there were about 25 kids in one classroom of 
15 * 15 sq. ft. As you can imagine the place was totally cramped and I 
could not even step in. The kids were watching  educational film on a 
laptop. Aangan uses videos from Youtube to teach the kids nursery 
rhymes or the alphabet or see a movie like Taare Zameen Par, the 



Aamir Khan starrer which dealt with issues of learning disabilities. Cur-
rently Aangan has 5 kids who are enrolled in the Open School so they 
can pass 10th grade, however they are looking for a new teacher.

Overall Aangan has more space than they had at Chandni Chowk 
which is where I had gone last time. But they do need a larger safer 
space. Currently the rent and the meals are being paid for by Max In-
dia. Meals are being provided by Royal Bank of Scotland, Youth 
Reach and Max India. Health care is provided by the British High 
Commission.

Jamghat is doing stellar work in difficult circumstances and it would be 
helpful if we can support with adequate funds for their other outstand-
ing needs.
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