
Olcott Site Visit by Chidu Subbiah, Saint Louis Asha Volunteer and Project Steward 

Date: Feb 15th, 2019 

It was a bright Friday afternoon and it was a regular school day. I walked into the campus and met with 

Ms.Sasikala and Ms.Lalitha, the correspondent and principal for the school in front of the office. We then 

met in Ms.Sasikala's office to go over the last year's proposal and how the money was utilized. I requested 

the school to include those details in the proposal for the next year.  

There are a lot of good and new initiatives at the school 

1. Teachers are being encouraged to pursue a degree in education and this acts as an incentive for 

the teachers not to leave the school. The school using the funds from Asha Saint Louis is 

sponsoring teachers to pursue a B.Ed. or a D.T.Ed.  They are looking at encouraging 4-5 more 

teachers next year to pursue this degree. I got to meet with the teachers who had gotten this 

degree in the past year. They all had positive experiences to share about how they are using what 

they learnt from the education in their classrooms.  

2. The school is gotten two new special education teachers to help the kids who need help.  

3. The school is continuing the scholarship program for the most deserving kids who make it to 

college and need help. I got to meet with two such students Nirmal Raj and Santosh Kumar who 

are currently pursuing a commerce degree. They shared about making the transition from Tamil 

medium to English medium in college. It in in this context that we must laud the efforts by 

Ms.Sasikala to encourage spoken English. She is partnered with a lot of NGO's like the rotary club, 

bhumi etc. to help kids understand the importance of spoken English and communicating in 

English. There are a few teachers who mentioned that they want to learn English.  

4. The school is celebrating a lot of events like school annual day, sports day etc. and all that is having 

a positive impact. They organized a farewell for the class 12 students last year as well.  



5. Besides this, the school is providing evening meals for those who need it. I was a witness to three 

kids who stopped by the school canteen around 3.30pm, had a bowl and rice and sambar and 

then left for home. This is a good initiative.  

6. The school is continuing to have after school sessions for class ten and 12 students. They provide 

a snack and request a  couple of teachers to stay as well. This helps the kids keep the focus on 

academics as the house environment is often not very conducive to studying. They stay in school 

till 8pm. Teachers are paid Rs.70 to stay in the evening.  

7. School conducted a medical camp for kids  

8. They have a new library and it looked really organized. I got to interact with the librarian and it 

was nice to see everything nicely organized. The input was that kids love the library.  

9. They organized an excursion to the Egmore museum this year and the students are participating 

in more interschool workshops and sports competitions.  

After the meeting, I got a tour of the school. I got the interact with the class 12 A students Pratheesa, 

Shanmuga Priya, pooja, Lokesh kumar, dharana and ezhilarasi. This was the highlight of my trip. I took a 

ten-minute class for them on basic database management and requested them to explain how they would 

design an application to save data for the Olcott admin office. They were able to explain everything in 

Tamil. They were initially reluctant but when I told it is fine if they explain in Tamil, they were able to 

explain everything and how they would go about it. I stressed to them that all of them can get a job in any 

software company and all they need to do it spend some time becoming fluent in English and learning to 

communicate in English.  

The school had 395 students and 40 teachers. 34 teachers are full time and 6 are part time. The school is 

from 9am to 4.05pm. Lunch is from 1.05 to 1.55pm. They have eight periods. There are Saturday special 

classes for certain grades.  



The pictures below were taken during the site visit. They include the students of class 12 A, the Bhumi 

Volunteers, Students in the science lab that was recently renovated, Students in a playgroud, a tent that 

was put up for a recent school activity and Students working with teachers under a tree.  



 



 













 


