
Works one so far in Murshidabad flood relief…… 

The background: 

After the last visit and relief materials distribution continuous heavy rain (from 2nd 

August till date) due to depression and release of stored water from Faracca barrage 

and release of water from the barrages of Bangladesh have made the situation worse. 

At present 6 sansads are completely under water. This new flood has attacked nine 

new villages. 

The Visit and description of present situation: 

In last 09.08.11 myself, Ilius Dafadar, MLC Relief coordinator moved to SKMUK 

office at Amaipara and after rest for a night over there we moved the area in a team of 

8 persons (miself and 4 Nos. SKMUK staff and 3 Community people who acted as 

sailors of our boat) to Girigharipur.  Over there we saw that all the houses are 

encircled with water and we moved at the village by forming human chain to resist 

the force of water. Three families are living on putting wooden cots on bamboo poles 

with a polythin tent on it. All the families are cooking their food putting the 

removable cow dunk chullah on wooden cots. The fuel they have saved inside the 

poly pack from getting wet under such distress. This is the only fuel for them.  

People are staying over wooden cots or setting up wooden stage inside the room or 

putting tent over the cot on a height. Rain and medium storm and split of rain have 

made their lives pathetic. They are sleeping only on bamboo or wooden sheets. All the 

beddings are spoiled. 

Cattle have no place/ water shade to stay. They are under rain for all the hours. 

Grazing land has gone under water and they have nothing to eat except water.  

People have set up their own small boat (Dingi or Chui Nouka) with a piece of tin 

sheet which can afford 2 persons. With it they are communicating in current less 

logged water and doing their household jobs. This communication is done within the 

villages and families. 

Paddy and jute fields are under water which is the main economic boon for the area. 

But all those were cultivated on leased land and tenant have to pay Rs. 2000-3000 to 

the owner of land. 

People have to move Shibganj for purchasing daily commodities crossing neck full of 

water and head loading the goods. 



No health facility is available in the villages due to communication problem. 

Diarrhea, Fever, swelling, fungal problems and cold are the dominating recent area 

health problems.  

Children can not go to school since last one month. 

All the drinking water sources have gone under water and need to disinfect before 

using. 

Opinion of BDO: On 11.08.11 when the team met BDO and Sabhapati of Panchayet 

Samittee of Bhagabangola-II regarding asking for support for the affected areas, they 

knew nothing as the local people did or local PRIs of the affected areas did not report 

to them. No local media have not yet covered the situation. BDO asked the team” 

When I do not know why you all went to serve the area?”  However after the threat of 

media coverage the got softer. However he admitted there is no provision for relief 

from his side in this moment. This flood has not moved BDO and officials as they call 

it a “regular” problem. 

Vegetables are not available in the market. The price of rice, wheat, potato has 

increased to unreachable level when there is no earning with the affected families. 

People are making open deification on water at some distance from their houses. The 

situation is tougher with women. 

Other villages visited like Natun Rajapur,Hanschara, Hakimpara, Paikmari, Rajapur, 

Madanpara, Sudanyapara, Baiman para, Saitanpara, Fakirpara, Alappara and Purano 

Ghoshpara,  Natun Ghoshpara, Benipur are also in similar plight and living on 

“Machan house”.  

Media Coverage: 

The Bartaman: This media has focused the issue for the first time. The issue of 

flood, erosion and calamity has not yet got mainstreamed to BDO, DM and 

administration as they have not taken any initiative of relief support till now.  

DD Bangla News: This morning Duradarshan (National) Bangla news (17.08.11 

6:45am) has served the news that CM has finished a meeting with cabinet ministers 

and ordered for immediate relief support to the flood affected areas. May be this is 

due to the coverage by The Bartaman. 



Kolkata TV and Channel 10 will publish the news today on 17.08.11. We took the 

media team (both AV and paper) to the affected areas on a reserved boat. They have 

taken the required documents to flash. 

 

We have formed two teams:  one will provide relief support at the area and  the team 

two will make advocacy with government system and media to act on favour of this 

issue. Somnath is coordinating both the teams. 

 

Observations: 

The areas need support on food grains, tent and bamboo, all the hour round mobile 

health care, drinking water safety, latrine and crop insurance is needed for revival of 

the area. 

Media focus and advocacy for involvement of the government system is needed in 

this respect. 

Relief distribution done with help from AID USA: 

• On 14.08.11 Rice, dal, potato are distributed to 367 families. State level media 

The Anandabazar Patrika has covered the distribution issue. 

• 50 Nos families are provided with poly tent materials for temporary rescue from 

rain. On 25/07.11 20 nos poly tent materials were also distributed. 



Present Situation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relief Distribution: 


