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Background: 

The Bhumi Non-Governmental Organization is an organization that serves in locations all over 

India. It is an organization meant to help the impoverished children living in the slum areas of 



the city or whose homes have been destroyed by the monsoon rains and floods. After the 2015 

floods that devastated the shanty town population of Chennai, the government decided to 

build cinder-brick apartment buildings to provide housing to these people. In Chennai, Bhumi 

has set up twenty five after-school education centers for these impoverished children that are 

falling behind in school. Ten of these 25 

centers operate in an apartment room 

designated by the government for social 

workers. The other 25 centers rent other 

meeting centers and classrooms and 

operate in common locations that service 

people within walking distance of these 

locations. This visit included visiting the 

Perumbakkam Semmancheri Center in 

Tambaram, which runs after-school classes 

from 6:30 to 8:30 PM after school, for 

children in grades 3rd through 8th grade. This 

after-school education center has thirty students enrolled; out of these thirty students, twenty 

are between 3rd and 5th grade and ten are between 6th and 8th grade. About 15 out of the 

twenty 3rd – 5th graders attend on a daily basis, while about 8 out of the ten 6th – 8th graders 

attend on a daily basis. In this center, girls have higher attendance rates, especially within the 

middle schoolers.  

 



The Visit: 

The site visit took place on the evening of September 21st, 2018. Throughout the visit, my father was 

guided by Dr. Prahalathan Karunakaran, the founder and president of Bhumi, and by a man named 

Vignesh. Both Dr. Karunakaran and Vignesh were very helpful throughout the visit. At the beginning of 

the visit, my father was led into a small apartment room that had originally set aside by the government 

for social workers from Non-governmental organizations when the complex was built. This room is being 

rented by Bhumi to be used as a classroom for the after-school education program. There are no tables, 

and the students sat on the floor. There were textbooks and workbooks, and this specific center had 

several supplies needed for the students to study as it is one of the fully funded Centers (by 

sponsorships from companies). My father had the opportunity to talk to the entire class of students. He 

described the students as very eager to learn, inquisitive of how they could further their education and 

how far they could possibly go with their education, and respectful as well, as they referred to him as 

“Anna” throughout the entire visit. The students love the after-school education center since all of them 

showed active participation.  The center has seen several successful students “graduate” from the 

center and then go on to their path of choice by completing their high-school and college education. 

This after-school education is completely free for the children, and offers help in subjects such as 

Mathematics, learning the Tamil language, Sciences, etc. My father also asked the students what they 

thought the center needed, and responses included a cultural/artistic talent fest to be held every year, a 

computer, and one student, a creative thinker, decided that even more centers like this could be 

opened.  

  



Current Needs 

Currently, there are 25 after-school centers run by Bhumi in Chennai. 10 of these 25 centers are fully 

funded through sponsorships from several companies, such as the Tata auto company. 15 of the centers 

only receive 60% of the yearly funding needed for the centers to operate. The Perumbakkam 

Semmancheri Center is one of the 10 that is fully funded by external sponsorships. Each center costs 

250,000 INR yearly in base funding. This base funding received covers for yearly costs of rent, teacher 

salaries, textbooks, and other supplies. To fully fund the existing centers that need funding, a yearly 

supply of 1.5 million INR is needed, equaling about $21,428.60 yearly to fund the remaining 40% needed 

to keep the centers in operation. A second priority is the supply of computers to each of the community 

centers. For 25 community centers, this is estimated to have a cost of 875,000 Rupees for a computer 

system (including internet and a printer, possibly) in each community center (this is only a one-time 

cost). A third priority is for the opening of 10 more community centers, which will cost a total of 2.5 

million more rupees yearly. The final priority is for a yearly talent fest to happen for all of the 

community centers, which will cost 2.5 lakh per year.  

Overall Impression 

The organization is run very well and is full of volunteers and teachers who are extremely passionate, 

and students who are passionate and dedicated to learning more. Many students who receive this 

additional education experience are very successful. Several things, such as the addition of computers 

and the setup of new centers would really benefit the local community. My dad was extremely 

impressed by the students that he saw at the after-school center and was impressed by the way the 



after-school program for the night was conducted. Overall, if the funding received goes in the right 

direction, the organization would be more productive and would benefit immensely.  


