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Site Visit Report: Bhumi Community Center, Saidapet, Chennai 
By Ganesh Murthy, Asha Minnesota Volunteer 

November 2nd, 2019; 5:45-7:00 PM 

Site Location 
Bhumi Community Center, 52/34, Annanagar Jeeyar Land, Saidapet, Chennai-600015. 

https://goo.gl/maps/RHwToJfVV8B2  

 

Summary 

Type of visit: 1-hour prior heads up 

Center’s core offering: Free supplemental education in the evening for children of the Saidapet Low-income 

Housing Community/Slum. Two classrooms – one for Grades 3-5, and another for Grades 6-8. Objective is 

to help students fare better in their schools, and provide a helping hand to those lagging in school 

Staff count: 1 regular teacher, 1 substitute (regular teacher on leave) 

Number of children at center: About 10 in Grade 3-5 group, about 10 in Grade 6-8 group (as present; actual 

enrolment is supposedly higher – about 15 in each group) 

Overall impression: Good. While the classroom activity is loosely structured and informally driven, the 

children all seemed to be enjoying being there. Several of them mentioned being students for 2+ years – so 

things appear to be going in the right direction. Very importantly, it is keeping the children off the streets. 

 

Details 

I reached the classroom location at about 5:45 PM. I was guided by Vignesh, the Bhumi project manager for 

community centers for that suburb, to the community center. 

The center itself is a small 1-BR apartment within the Saidapet Low-income Housing Community. 

    

Building entrance with Bhumi billboard outside. Next is entrance for the 1-BR apartment. 

https://goo.gl/maps/RHwToJfVV8B2
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Vignesh informed that the classes were held M-Sat 5:30 – 7:30PM. There were 2 classrooms – one for 

Grades 3-5, and another for Grades 6-8. The children were primarily taught 3 subjects there – English, 

Tamil, and Math. The curriculum content was in workbooks specifically designed by Bhumi – one book per 

subject. The objective was for the children to complete the assigned curriculum book within each year. 

    

Workbooks per subject, and grade level – Designed by Bhumi 

 

Children in the Grade 3-5 group were complete their school homework. Their regular teacher was on 

vacation (Diwali), and so a substitute teacher was in there. I saw about 10 children in that classroom – and 

was told that there were at least another 5 more, but they had not yet arrived. 

 
 

Classroom for Grade 3-5 group  
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The children generally seemed happy. I talked to several of them and asked them why they came there – they 

all said they enjoyed the classes, and meeting up with friends. Several said they had attended the classes for 

more than 2 years. So things appear to be going in the right direction. 

The adjacent room was much smaller, but had an equal number of children in there – the Grade 6-8 group. 

Their regular teacher was in there and preparing for a game session for the children. The game had not yet 

started, since there were a few more children yet to arrive.  

  

Classroom for Grade 6-8 group  

 

The children were actively chit-chatting with the teacher and seemed to be in good spirits, and the teacher 

seemed to be maintaining a good rapport with them. Overall positive again. 

After the tour of the classrooms, I spent some time talking to Vignesh about the process for establishing the 

centers. Vignesh explained how this worked – Candidate locations were identified based on the income 

levels and community need, and interest within the community assessed via interviews with families. Once a 

community with a sizeable interest (and need) was identified, Bhumi’s operational process structure took 

over to work in the logistics (classroom location, rent, teachers, etc.) and establish the center there. 

As part of Asha Minnesota’s funding plan for Nov 2019, we are going to fund 1 new community center. The 

center/location is not identified yet, but there are several candidate locations and 1 of them will be finalized 

shortly. Our funds would be used towards establishment of that. 

Conclusion 

Seeing one of the existing centers in operation has given us a better feel for how these work and how they 

benefit the children in such communities. While the classroom activity is loosely structured and informally 

driven, the children all seemed to be enjoying being there. Several of them mentioned being students for 2+ 

years – so things appear to be going in the right direction. Very importantly, it is keeping the children off the 

streets. This visit will help build the case for our funding plans for the new center(s). Asha Minnesota team 

looks forward to continued engagement with Bhumi. 
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