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Background

Bhumi is one of India’s largest independent youth volunteer non-profit

organizations. Their volunteers work amongst over 18,000 orphaned and underprivileged

children every year over 12 cities in India providing children with quality supplementary

education. Over 5,000 children from 110 children's homes have benefitted across

Chennai, Mumbai, Pune, Bengaluru, New Delhi & Tiruchirappalli every year.

Bhumi Ignite bridges the gap in formal education and opportunities by providing

25,000 under-privileged children language and STEM education, life-skills support and

scholarships for higher education through volunteering during weekends at orphanages,

teaching during the week at low-income private and government schools, and community

tutoring every evening at after-school community centres in urban slums.

Nakshatra provides a platform for the children to dream, exhibit their talents, get

competitive exposure, discover their potential, dazzle in an atmosphere of healthy

competition and enrich themselves with much-needed perspective about their inherent

potentials. Additionally, Nakshatra helps to improve the self-confidence of children,

contributing to their holistic development through promotion of extra-curricular

activities.



Site Visit

In our site visit, we got to see the Bhumi Ignite Program at Srinivasapuram 2

Community Center in action. Due to the Pandemic situation, everything had to be done

online. Therefore, the class was structured using Google Meets, and at the starting time of

6:30 PM IST children (grades 3-5) began to join their class (in which they would be

practicing double digit addition).

To start the class in a light-hearted way, the teacher (Mrs. Habiba Barkath) asked

the children who their favorite person was. There were a variety of answers, and the

children seemed to be very excited to be in the class already. They also seemed very

engaged from the get go. After the children finished answering, the actual class began,

and Mrs. Barkath began streaming a whiteboard on her mobile phone to demonstrate

addition problems using the analogy of bundles of sticks to the children. As she began

walking through the problems, kids would shout out their answers or steps as to what to

do next. It was clear they were very interested in the subject material, and it was very fun

to watch. As the class went on, the problems began to get slightly more difficult, but all

throughout the kids stayed focused for the most part and Mrs. Barkath taught and

displayed the material very well.

Struggles and Further Needs

First and foremost, there is still a clear need for better technology. Even though

she was successful, it must have been difficult for Mrs. Barkath to manage her entire



classroom as well as stream her whiteboard on a single mobile phone. Due to this type of

environment, it is very hard to help a child when they do not understand something.

Having something like a computer would have made things much easier for her.

Secondly, it is clear that many children do not have adequate wifi, as some children kept

disconnecting and rejoining throughout the duration of the meeting. Having better wifi



would enable these kids to follow along better, and therefore understand more.


