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“I will always remember their support; I will never forget it.” 

Haritha is a bright and enterprising 17-year old girl from Chennekothapalli. She is determined to excel in 
academics and chart her own course despite family hardship, and pressure to marry after the completion of her 
10th grade1.  

Belonging to a low-income household, Haritha lost her parents in a road accident when she was six years old. She 
was moved to her uncle’s home and had a tough time adjusting to a new family. Her difficulties were noticed by 
her neighbor, a member of Adisakthi Mutually Aided Cooperative Society2, who suggested to her uncle that an 
application be made for admission into the Nature School3. After an assessment by the teaching staff, she was 
admitted into Grade 1 as a residential student.  

Haritha thoroughly enjoyed her time at the Nature School. She was a brilliant student, always laughed, and met 
Lavanya, her best friend who she is still in touch with. After completing Grade 6, she returned to her uncle’s home 
and joined the local High School.  

She continued her academic prowess and sailed through her Grade 10 examinations. At a time when she should 
have been celebrating her results and planning for next course of action, she was shocked and upset when her 
uncle told her that it was time for her to get married. She immediately wrote a letter to a senior staff member of 
the Collective, pleading for help to continue her studies. The staff of the Nature School were dispatched to her 
home, her uncle was confronted about his plans, and she was provided with the option to stay in Timbaktu, the 
32-acre agro-forest habitat and intentional community located 7km from Chennekothapalli. She decided to move 
back to Timbaktu.  

Considering her already precarious situation, the Collective, in June 2016, decided to cover the costs of her stay at 
Timbaktu and assisted her in gaining admission into the Sri Sai Junior College in Chennekothapalli in the Biology, 
Physics, and Chemistry stream. This was in June 2016. The Children and Youth Resource Centre (CYRC) in 
Chennekothapalli then offered her a fellowship covering her tuition fees, textbooks, notebooks, and stationery. In 
addition, she was added to the daily ‘office trip’4 to Chennekothapalli village so that she did not have to worry 
about transport.  

The fellowship from the CYRC was just the boost she needed. She secured the 2nd rank in the first-year 
intermediate exams, and secured 3rd place in the recently concluded second-year intermediate exam. Her wish is 
to continue her studies. Haritha has this to say about the Collective: “I will always remember their support; I will 
never forget it.” 

                                                                    
1 This is illegal as per the law 
2 A thrift and credit cooperative for women promoted by the Timbaktu Collective 
3 A school for underprivileged children run by the Collective 
4 The free pick-up and drop facility arranged for the Collective’s staff 


