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I. Project Overview  

The Timbaktu Collec0ve took up a one-year project namely ‘PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AMONG CHILDREN AND YOUTH’ in April 2022, with a grant of INR 12,06,000 
from the Asha for Educa0on (Bangalore Chapter). Over the years, as a part of its Chiguru programme, the 
Collec0ve has been maintaining three community centres (Children and Youth Resource Centres or 
CYRCs) through the Mogga Project. The CYRCs are free-of-cost community centers for children and youth 
living in and around Chennekothapalli, Ramagiri and Roddam villages. Each of the CRCs house a library, 
science lab, computer terminal, and facili0es for various art and craZ, sports, and games. Also the CYRCs 
have organized several training sessions. 

Through this project, the Collec0ve aimed to effec0vely run the CYRCs in Chennekothapalli, Ramagiri and 
Roddam villages as central hubs, and use them as a pla]orm to provide opportuni0es for experien0al 
learning among Children and youth living in the neighbourhood. It was proposed that the CRC team will 
provide the necessary supervision, guidance, and support for the learning ac0vi0es. The key objec0ves 
of the project were met. The total approved budget was INR 12,66,000 for the period from April 2022 to 
March 2023. All of this budget was fully u0lized for the ac0vi0es undertaken.  

According to our records, on average, the CYRCs were used by at least 550 students each month 
(excluding the events organized under this project). The ac0vi0es at CYRCs have had a big impact on the 
children. They now love reading different kinds of books, not just textbooks, and can even write their 
own stories. They've also become beber at drawing and doing craZs, which has boosted their self-
confidence and crea0ve expression. Plus, their par0cipa0on in scien0fic celebra0ons has not only 
broadened their knowledge but also promoted a deeper understanding of environmental issues. Cultural 
fes0vals and sports events have provided a pla]orm for children to explore their interests and talents 
while fostering a sense of cultural pride and na0onal iden0ty. Furthermore, improvements in CYRC 
infrastructure and the availability of play materials and books have significantly increased children's 
engagement and overall enthusiasm for the centers. In essence, these ac0vi0es have nurtured children’s 
learning, crea0vity, and cultural apprecia0on.  

II. Project ac@vi@es: 
The ac0vi0es taken up under this project were Library programme, Mobile CYRCs, Organizing events, 
Celebra0on of fes0vals, CYRC play material Infrastructure and support for Field cadre. Below is the 
detailed ac0vity report. 

1. Library programme: 

As part of the Mobile CYRC ini0a0ve, library classes have been introduced in local educa0onal 
ins0tu0ons. Field cadres will visit schools with both Telugu and English books and conduct storybook 
reading sessions with children. During these sessions, the cadres will tell stories to the children in order 
to generate an interest in reading. AZer the sessions, the cadres will assess each child's performance and 
capabili0es in reading. Based on their assessment, the cadres will give books to the children. The stories 
in these books are short and easy for children to read and understand. 



The team responsible for selec0ng books for Mobile CYRCs spent 0me at a book exhibi0on and selected 
387 0tles and 1,303 books and story cards in Telugu and English. These books cover a variety of themes, 
including stories, literature, bilingual stories, science experiments, fun with phone0cs, card stories, and 
atlas. The selec0on was based on the age groups of the children. Out of the 1,303 books, 229 books (5 
sets) were purchased from Manchipustakam publishers, while others were obtained from different 
publishers in Telugu and English. All of the books contain short and simple stories aimed at improving the 
reading and vocabulary skills of the children. 

INR 64,260.40 was spent for this ac0vity against the planned INR 60,000. And below are the observed 
outcomes of the ac0vity: 

1. Children have been introduced to a diverse selec0on of thema0c books that feature illustra0ons 
and drawings, going beyond academic books. 

2. While textbooks are typically used for language learning, these story books have proven to be 
effec0ve in helping children learn language more rapidly. Consequently, children are now 
capable of narra0ng and wri0ng their own stories. 

3. The children have shown a keen interest in reading by finishing their readings promptly and 
eagerly an0cipa0ng the next story card to read. 

2. Mobile CYRCs: 

As a component of the mobile CYRCs program, Arts & craZs, Drawing and Pain0ng, and Science ac0vi0es 
were conducted in villages, and sessions were led by the cadre. The craZ sessions aimed to enhance the 
student’s basic motor skills, where they engaged in ac0vi0es such as crea0ng paper birds, trees, cups, 
lamps, fish, flowers, Christmas trees, and stars. The drawing and pain0ng sessions focused on 
fundamental techniques such as holding a pencil and pen, colouring with different pencils and crayons, 
and crea0ng drawings using lebers and numbers. The students exhibited their works in the classroom 
upon comple0on of these sessions. The science experiments covered topics such as density, magnets, 
measurements of different objects, homogeneous and heterogeneous materials, and more. A total of 
155 sessions were conducted, covering CraZ, Library, Drawing & Pain0ng, and Science ac0vi0es for 2,498 
children, including 1,303 girls and 1,195 boys. 

INR 1,17,559 was spent for this ac0vity against the planned INR 1,20,000. And below are the observed 
outcomes  and accomplishments from the ac0vity: 

1. Children have developed their motor skills by learning various craZ techniques using different 
papers.  

2. Each child gained confidence in their drawing abili0es and created at least two drawings using 
wax colours, by using the techniques learned from the sessions to improve their skills.  

3. The science experiments taught during the sessions enabled the children to par0cipate in 
science day celebra0ons at their respec0ve CYRCs. Addi0onally, they par0cipated in the world 
forestry day held at Kalpavalli, showcasing their experiments on climate change, savannah 



grasslands, forest fire breaks, biodiversity, food chain, watershed management, types of forests, 
etc. The children also engaged in discussions about the Chipko movement and other forest 
revolu0onary ac0vi0es, resul0ng in a newfound apprecia0on for these topics. 

3. Organizing events: 

INR 1,43,921 was spent for this ac0vity against the planned INR 1,44,000. In total, 1,921 children 
par0cipated in various events, including: 

• Two sports events, one for senior students at Roddam CYRC with 278 par0cipants from four 
mandals, and another for junior students at Chennekothapalli CYRC with 187 par0cipants. The 
events featured games like Kho-Kho, Kabaddi, Long jump, throw ball, and shot-put, with children 
from local schools and the Prathibha (PWD) day-care center, part of the Militha Program, also 
joining. 

• Na0onal Science Day celebra0ons across CYRCs, with 456 children presen0ng 238 projects on 
topics such as pollu0on, water dispensers, density, chemical reac0ons, biodiversity, foresta0on, 
and deforesta0on. Winners received prizes, and fruits were distributed, fostering social 
interac0on. Addi0onally, 800 students and teachers from local schools and colleges abended 
these events. 

• World Forestry Day, involving 143 children presen0ng projects on topics like biodiversity, climate 
change, types of seeds, food webs, watershed management, types of forests, Savannah 
grasslands, and forest movements. Children also enjoyed par0cipa0ng in local art forms in 
groups. 

• Na0onal Children's Day was celebrated at Prakruthi Badi on November 14th with 57 children. 
The children dressing up as Jawaharlal Nehru, performing a drama emphasizing the importance 
of organic farming for vegetables, showcasing folk dances depic0ng the beauty of the village, 
and singing songs related to childhood and nature. The day concluded with the children enjoying 
a swim in a nearby stream. 

4.  Celebra@on of fes@vals: 

As part of the Sankran0 fes0vi0es, rangoli celebra0ons were held at three CYRCs, and 212 children (171 
girls and 41 boys) par0cipated, enjoying the opportunity to socialize and make new friends from 
different Sanghas. 

At Prakruthi Badi, Christmas celebra0ons were held with great excitement, and the children eagerly 
awaited giZs from Santa Claus. The children, team members, and Timbaktu residents presented various 
performances, including dances, dramas, and songs with themes like farming and Christmas fes0val 



storylines. The children received great applause for their par0cipa0on, and they were happy with the 
event. 

To celebrate Ambedkar Jayanthi, the celebra0on was held at the respec0ve CYRCs and Prakruthi Badi. 
The children had discussions on discrimina0on based on caste and religion, and the biography of 
Ambedkar was highlighted. The children also performed dramas, dances, and songs to remember 
Ambedkar and his service to the na0on. 

The fes0vals provided an opportunity for the children to learn about the culture and history of the 
fes0vals, and they showed excitement in par0cipa0ng in hands-on ac0vi0es. For instance, during Raksha 
Bandhan, children of all genders and ages used woollen threads to create knots, while during Ganesh 
Chaturthi, the children made idols of Lord Ganesh with mud and learned about his life story and culture. 
The celebra0ons were also an opportunity for the children to improve their motor skills and crea0vity. 
The children also celebrated na0onal fes0vals like Independence Day, Republic Day, and Ambedkar 
Jayanthi by hois0ng the flag, learning about the history of the day, and singing patrio0c songs and 
dances. The children par0cipated in sports day, science day, and film screenings, which allowed them to 
explore their interests and talents. 

In summary, the celebra0ons and events provided a pla]orm for the children to learn and appreciate 
India's rich cultural heritage, develop their motor skills and crea0vity, and explore their interests and 
talents in various fields. INR 82,140 was spent for this ac0vity against the planned INR 84,000. 

5. CYRC play material and infrastructure: 

Installed swings and slides in CYRCs and other minor repairs related to infrastructure were completed. 
Addi0onally, play materials such as volleyballs, bats, blocks, puzzles, rings, card puzzles, and dice were 
purchased for the CYRCs. These materials were available to the children from morning to evening, and 
during holidays, the students spent most of their 0me at the CYRCs, taking advantage of the library and 
playground facili0es. The availability of materials and books has increased the children's interest in 
CYRCs, resul0ng in more frequent visits. 

INR 1,25,252 was spent for this ac0vity against the planned INR 1,50,000.  The balance amount of 25,000 
was u0lized across other budget heads. 

III. Photographs:  
Below photographs convey the impact of the project through various ac0vi0es taken up. 



Children reading story cards in Mandal Parishad school in Penukonda 

Children reading Storybooks at ZPHS Roddam. 



CraX made by the children at Ramagiri ZPHS school 

Children showed Paper trays which they learned in origami at Islapuram 



Children drawing pictures at Gu4ur ZPHS school 

Science day celebra@ons at Chennekothapalli CYRC 



Children explaining their project to the visitors 

 

Ambedkar Jayanthi celebra@on at Thamara balala sangham, Nalluru, Roddam mandal 



Sports Day at Roddam CYRC 

Children presented models on the food chain, types of seeds, fire breaks, types of 
forest, climate change etc. at World forestry day. 



Science day news coverage in Print Media 

 



 

News coverage on World forestry day 


