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For background on this project, see earlier reports.  

 

Rishi Valley site visit conducted on December 27, 2013. ASHA funding is used towards the education of 

individual rural students. The program remains stable and viable.  

A brief meeting was held with Radha Gopalan, project leader, on December 27th, 2014. The following 
projects were conducted in 2013, in conjunction with local government agencies. The funds provided 
are used for the aspects that require local seed money for purchase of materials for use.  
 
Summary of RVSDA Activities 
 
Some of the main efforts undertaken in the RVSDA include (i) working with women on health 
and nutrition issues and (ii) water conservation and nutritional security through promotion of millets. 
Working with women on health and nutrition: Rishi Valley and Anthra have begun working with landless 
Dalit women and children in Thettu Dalitwada to improve health and nutrition. The initiatives underway 
include, setting up kitchen gardens in over 15 households and in the primary school. Open pollinated 
vegetable seeds were provided by RVEC which the women have used to set up small vegetable patches 
in their homes. Primary school children under the leadership of their headmaster have also set up a 
vegetable garden in the school and the vegetables such as okra, tomato, chilies, gourds, greens are 
being harvested and used in the mid-day meal scheme. Millet Cultivation: RVEC has promoted 
cultivation of millets in the RVSDA through awareness programs and distribution of millet seeds. 
Farmers from across 10 hamlets in the Panchayat used the seeds to grow foxtail millet, finger millet, 
pearl millet, little millet and kodo millet this year. A millet processing machine has been procured under 
the Integrated Watershed Management Program to de-husk little and foxtail millet. This will be 
operated and managed by a women's group in one of the hamlets. Based on these initiatives, DRDA, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh has offered to include the Kurabalakota Mandal in the Health and 
Nutrition Program under which budgets will be provided to set up health and nutrition centers and the 
necessary provisions required to ensure food for pregnant and lactating women and children between 
the ages of 0-6. 
 


