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In previous years I had focused on spending time with teachers and visiting schools.    This year I 

participated in a Pi day event at Sargur High School. 

One of the components of the project that has caused a lot of excitement is events such as Science fairs, 

Science days in schools, and so on.  There has been good participation, and strong support from the 

school teachers, headmasters, and the community.   These events have been of the tangible positive 

outcomes of the Science Van initiative.  Pi day in India is on 22/7 (July 22nd), because of some other 

event, the Pi day event was moved to 29/7. 

Number of schools participating has steadily gone up, to 20 this year.  Schools outside HD Kote taluk 

(the main project area) have also started participating.  Note that these are typically schools with 

teachers who were part of the project and the Vijnana Vedike (teacher’s Science group that evolved as 

part of the project) in HD Kote, and had transferred to a school in a nearby taluk), so while the teachers’ 

enthusiasm was not surprising, it was good to know that they had convinced their school 

headmaster/headmistress that the school should participate in this event. 

This was year 3 of Pi day, and now it is almost entirely run by the government school teachers.  This is 

very heartening.  The Vijnana Vahini (Mobile Science Van staff) did not have to do much, except support 

where necessary.  Monetary support for student travel costs – they usually rent a van - and other 

expenses are borne by the project.   

The Pi day event is organized as a competition among schools.  There is a lot of anticipation in the days 

leading up to the project.  Participating schools have a selection process in their schools to select the 

best students.  They then have classes focused on preparing for the event.   In the last two years the 

Beechanahalli school had won the trophy, so there was a lot of excitement from that school this year – a 

school that wins the competition three years in a row gets to keep the trophy permanently. 

I was requested to say a few words and inaugurate the event. 

Then the teachers got to work.  The preliminary rounds were held in about six rooms.  Each room 

focused on a Math oriented game.  Some were board games by Math educational companies, some 

were traditional games like aligulimane (pallanguzhi in Tamil) and thayam (a square board is drawn on 

the ground and throw dice to move your coin around).  Each one of these games had some underlying 

mathematical principle that was discussed by teachers. Winners of these games went on to subsequent 

rounds that included quizzes. 



 

Students in the aligulimane competition 



 

Thayam board.   Teachers helping with the event typically create these manually. 



 

In this competition, you start with throwing dice, and then have to place coins in a straight line on 

numbers on the board so that some combination of arithmetic operations with those numbers result in 

the number on the dice.   If the dice shows 3, then an acceptable line of numbers is 9, 6, 12 because (9+6) 

- 12 = 3. 



 

Students at the event inauguaration 

 



 

Students being directed to their positions as the competition begins 

 

Students at the quiz part of the competition 



Beechanahalli came second this year, and Adarsh vidyalaya from Nanjangud taluk came first and took 

the trophy. 

Gowrish, one of the staff members of the Mobile Science Van came up and talked to me for a bit, about 

how appreciative he was of the project.  “Students in rural areas, from these rural government schools, 

now know about the equipment we use in experiments and understand the equipment.  That is so great.  

When I went to school I did not know any of these things.”   Gowrish is a graduate of VTTRC (an Asha 

San Diego project) but when he started at the Science Van project he had very little confidence in 

himself. He would barely look at anybody while speaking.  He has now blossomed into a much more 

confident person, credit for this goes to Praveen for the type of culture he has created among the 

Science Van staff.  We are not just helping school students, we are helping other members of the 

community, particularly those who come into close contact with the project (in Gowrish’s case he 

worked for the project) also get interested in Science and learn more about Science. 

The headmistress of Sargur high school wanted to build an additional toilet in the school.  I need to 

identify an organization who can help with that.  There must be funding organizations who can help with 

this.  Kiran from the Adarsh Vidyalaya school (he used to be with the Katte Hunsur school in HD Kote 

taluk) very excitedly showed me the Maths lab he has built at his school.  There are a few more things 

he would like to add to the Maths lab.  On discussing these requests later with Praveen, we arrived at 

the following conclusion.  Rather than providing funds to individual requests, we should have a resource 

pool that teachers can apply to, to get funds.  This will encourage prudence and care when requesting 

funds.   

Spread of this Model 
This model – of starting with a Science Van and working closely with teachers on Science understanding 

and Science teaching - is spreading to many other districts.  Asha started this in HD Kote taluk, and it is 

now also supported by Oracle.  McAfee and Qualcomm are starting similar initiatives in the Bangalore 

area (the vans are being fitted by SVYM in Sargur).  Rotary International has approved the buying of vans 

for implementing the project in the three taluks of Kodagu.  Staff from HD Kote will closely work with 

and train the staff in Kodagu.  And as of last year the HD Kote effort has been expanded to Nanjangud.  

These are all successes. 

 


