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As part of my visit to the project, I spent a day participating in the Pi Day celebrations at Mullur High 

School, one of the schools in the project area.   Mullur is a small village about 70 kms from Mysore.  I did 

not have a cell signal when I was there, and the final stretch of roads were not fully paved.  The rainy 

season meant the roads were very muddy in places, but the driver was skilled and we reached Mullur 

without incident (I mention these details to highlight the school is somewhat remote). 

Mullur High School was the host this year for Pi Day celebrations, which is a competition of various Math 

related games and quizzes.   The Pi Day competition (usually celebrated on a date around 22/7 in India) 

is open to any school in the area.   Participating schools send a team for the competition.  The 

government school teachers from the various schools plan and organize the event, including sending out 

the invitation to all schools, arranging for food, setting up for the event, selecting the games to use, and 

setting the question paper for the quizzes.   The number of schools participating has been going up each 

year.  This year there were 22 schools participating, which matched the number of schools last year. 

There was great excitement at Mullur High School when I arrived.  All the Mullur school students were 

there, ready to welcome the student teams from other schools.   The small lane leading to the school 

was packed with brightly colored private buses hired by the schools to send their teams, along with the 

Mobile Science vans of the project (the high school van supported by Asha for Education, the upper 

primary school supported by Oracle). 

The Mullur school students started the day giving coffee to the visiting teachers.  I really appreciated the 

enthusiasm and eagerness with which they welcomed all the visitors.  I remembered from my school 

days similar excitement when my school hosted sports days.   In this case, the event was a Mathematics 

competition.  It was good to see the enthusiasm for a Maths related event. 

 

 



 

Coffee being served                                                                          Pi Day championship trophy for the winner 

After coffee there was a small inaugural event.   Two children sang an invocation song, followed by 

speeches from the Headmaster, the local SDMC (School Development Management Committee) 

chairman, and then myself.  Other local leaders were also on stage.   People appreciated that “I had 

come all the way from the US.”   We also planted a tree in the school yard to mark the occasion. 

 

 

Inauguration ceremony                                                               Pi Day banner 

 

The first round of competition then started.    Four students were assigned to show me around the 

school.   They took me to all the classrooms and their Science lab (created by Mr. Ananth, who is a very 

active teacher in the Vignyana Vedike group that was started as a result of this project; the Science lab 

was created as a result of the work of the project).   They showed me their notice board, which is 

updated weekly with a note on something interesting in Science, and a question related to Science.   

One of the outcomes we have seen from the project is that the fear of Science has decreased and 



interest in Science has increased.  The children said they enjoy school and in the mornings/evenings and 

on holidays they help their families in the fields. 

 

 

The students who showed me around.                                      Quiz competition underway. 

I discussed with them what children do after pass class X at this school.   Almost all go to Mysore.  No 

one stays in the village, because it is very hard to make a living from agriculture.   The students who get 

good marks go on to become teachers, engineers, and so on.  The students who do not get good marks 

work in bakeries and hotels as dishwashers, assistants and so on.  The prosperity in Mysore has meant 

there are job opportunities in the city.  The project helps students aim for and get the jobs of teachers, 

engineers, etc.   But I think it is a serious issue that the only option for children is to migrate to the city.   

What they learn in school does not help them in their family’s work in agriculture, and in any case, the 

income from their land is small.     

 

Students waiting to be assigned to their match opponents                   Competition with referees watching 



                

Enthusiasm for the event extended to teachers.  Here is art work by the drawing teacher in classrooms. 

 

 

Children competing in the first round competition 

The first round of competition included games, and a quiz.   Mid-morning the teachers began evaluating 

the quiz results.   The results showed the work that remains to be done.  While the children participate 

with great enthusiasm in the competitions, the quiz results show the weak points in their understanding 

of Mathematics.   They clearly highlight areas we should focus on.   I discussed with the teachers who 

were evaluating the answer papers on the areas the children found challenging.  For example, 

percentages was a challenging area.  Two government schools and two private/government aided 

schools reached the finals.   This was great, that two government schools were in the final!   I was sad 

that Mullur High School did not make it into the final.    

I left a little after lunch.   I heard later that the Government High School from the village of Savve had 

won the competition.  That is great! 


