Accelerated reading program

The program ventures to create independent readers within a short period of time (4-5 months), who can read

a. Any simple text with fluency

b. With interest & comprehension 

c. Discuss the matter critically

This reading program is heavily based on the Reading Guarantee Scheme introduced by Prof. Jalaluddin.

The program is suitable for children who are 8 years & above & who belong to one or more than one of the following categories –
· Can think, communicate well yet can not read fluently (but are not dyslexic)

· Are school dropouts & have lost their fluency

· Know the ‘letters’ & ‘matras’ but can not form words

· Are beginners

According to our latest observations, even dyslexic children are benefiting from this method. 
Mode – 

· The Barah-khari Chart is used to learn “the letters with matras as a whole” & then form words at random.

· Pictures are used to get the children talking & contributing their own sentences to create a story.

· This makes reading meaningful & enjoyable & thereby facilitating better retention.

· Successful reading & word formation stimulates children to read further & faster.

However, the process requires a “step by step” drill & at the same time an ability to instigate children to talk around a ‘topic’ or ‘picture’ to get a discussion started. Often teachers who are not suitable for the above end up making it a “boring session” for the learners. Therefore the teachers need to practice among themselves in a group & be very thorough with the program i.e. follow each & every step meticulously.
In Shikshamitra a certain group of students achieved faster & better reading skills once they started on the Accelerated Reading Program, as opposed to learning letters & matras separately & trying to form words together using phonetics.

Similarly success was achieved with class II students in an NGO school (Development Action Society) while railway platform boys of Praajak acquired reading in Malda in their Drop-in Center. 

