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Report of Mera Sahara Centre, Nithari, September 2012 to February, 2013 

SUPPORTED BY ASHA FOR EDUCATION 
 
Mera Sahara Centre, Nithari has been functioning as usual with around 150 
registered children who come daily and around 45 to 50 children who come 
occasionally for skill training. Today, it is a fully fledged preparatory learning centre.  
 
JWP is indeed grateful to Asha for Education for enabling us to continue to run Mera 
Sahara in Nithari, Noida so successfully. We have been able to serve the community 
and the children through our intervention in the areas of education and protection for 
children primarily, and for their mothers. We have been recognized by the local 
government departments and the police as a children’s centre and by other 
institutions and clubs, who give occasional support in the form of invitations, gifts and 
prizes to the children. 
 
Asha for Education has provided Mera Sahara with rent for a double storied space 
with 9 small rooms and one larger space which functions as the office. It has provided 
us resources to pay the teachers and the skill trainers on a regular basis. With 
support for refreshments for children and for recreational activities, we have been able 
to make our Mera Sahara Centre into an active learning and creative place. 
 
We have been asked to make our Centre into a recognized school. However, this will 
mean having a building according to the specifications laid down by the government. 
This would be expensive and beyond our budget. This has however, not prevented us 
from developing into a fully-fledged preparatory centre. The children who we prepare 
to take admission in mainstream schools do very well and all the children that we 
have sent for admission to mainstream schools are quickly absorbed. Our children are 
better prepared, informed, happy, friendly and participating children and do very well 
when compared to other children. 
 
Since the last year parents have been requesting us to open classes for std.4 & 5 so 
that their children do not have to go far from home. In the last few months with 
information about increasing attacks on little girls, rape and murder, especially of 
Dalit and migrant children in UP, Haryana and Delhi has further frightened parents 
from sending their children out of the community. We have been considering their 
request and are thinking of starting classes 4 & 5 in the same building, after 2:30 pm 
if funds are available.  
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September 2012:  
 
Despite the heat of the summer and the difficulties caused later by the collection of 
rain water and garbage, with additional illness, the children appear delighted and 
active in their class rooms. Our pre-school had shown an excess of children and we 
have had to now provide space for them in two rooms. The Children, who have 
completed their class 3 with us and have been admitted into mainstream schools, 
want to come back to us, and their parents are demanding that we start class 4 in the 
Centre. 
 
Our extracurricular programmes have been mostly visits to neighboring parks for 
nature study, physical exercises and games. The children have also been involved in 
playing indoor games, drawing, painting and dramatics. 
 
The members of The Lioness Club of Delhi visited our Centre and were very pleased to 
see the happy children and appreciated the efforts of JWP in educating these 
underprivileged children. 
 
On the 5th of September 2012, Teachers Day was celebrated Ms. Vimla Pant, our 
Centre in- charge spoke about the importance of education and why our late President 
of India, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan’s birth day is being celebrated as Teachers’ Day. 
 
There has been weekly Parent - Teacher meetings, where the teachers are encouraged 
to emphasize the importance of parents being involved in children’s daily attendance 
and good health. 
 
The meeting is usually attended by the mothers who are eager to learn about their 
children’s education, upbringing and the need for nutritious food for good brain 
development. The parents are happy that the school provides the children with fresh 
and healthy food twice every day. These meetings are conducted by Dr. Jyotsna 
Chatterji and Ms. Padmini Kumar. 
 
Our teachers participated in a meeting organized by the Labour Commissioner of 
Noida, where the benefit schemes for domestic and construction workers’ were 
discussed. As Mera Sahara Centre primarily has children of domestic workers, it was 
essential for JWP to educate the parents of these children with regard to schemes and 
entitlements due to them and their children, from the government. 
  
The women of the community are invited at the end of each month to discuss local 
civic problems that affect children’s health and plan action to solve problems through 
interaction with local administrative authorities. 
 
October, 2012 
 
Special effort had been made by the teachers in strengthening the children’s 
mathematics classes. Poetry lessons and how to recite and read was also the focus. 
 
A health check up camp was organized at Mera Sahara Centre by the Lioness Club for 
the community and women. The women had many questions on pre natal and post 
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natal care. This programme was organized as part of our outreach activity to provide 
healthy conditions for the school children 
 
October the 2nd was celebrated with great enthusiasm. Our Centre In-charge, Ms. 
Vimla Pant, had asked the children to prepare speeches and songs on Gandhi ji, 
Father of the Nation. The children at Mera Sahara Centre show exuberance whenever 
extracurricular activities are planned for them. 
 
Tata Consultancy Services who continue to provide weekly after school training for the 
children, had arranged for a ‘Visit to Delhi Monuments’, trip for the children.  The 
whole day long programme was thoroughly enjoyed by them. 
 
Diseases like TB, Cancer, HIV/AIDS, Dengue, etc. which affect the lives of people of 
this area and impact on children’s health were discussed at length by the Doctor. 
Questions raised by adolescent girls regarding their health problems were also 
answered. 
 
JWP is constantly trying to encourage the women to participate in the health camps so 
as to bring awareness regarding the importance of keeping healthy, keeping diseases 
away and providing healthy conditions for children’s development. 
 
Women in the Adult education classes, come to our Centre with the intention of 
learning how to spell and write their names. It gives them great satisfaction to actually 
feel the ‘self’ and sense of individuality. Later, they take pride in being able to read and 
write as they know this will help them understand the need for their children’s 
education. 
 
The women of the community are encouraged to take part in rallies held in the 
National Capital Region (Noida, Gurgaon, Delhi etc.) supporting the rights of girl 
children and women. They participate in raising their voices against widespread 
violence on children and women. 
 
As part of the JWP’s mandate, they have been taking part in several protest meetings 
against ‘Khap Panchayats’ (community panchayat) and their mandate of forced 
marriages, child marriages, rape and honour killing, which also exists in outer Nithari 
and adjacent areas.  
 
November, 2012 
 
Deepavali was celebrated with great enthusiasm. The children and staff had decorated 
the premises with Rangoli and paper cuttings shaped in the form of lamps. Dr. 
Jyotsna Chatterji, distributed sweets to everyone. The children had decorated the 
school with diyas that they had made in their classes. These were gifted by them to 
the teachers. 
  
Children’s Day was sponsored by the Lioness Club and they had also arranged for 
craft, drawing and music competitions. The winners were given small gifts. The day 
came to a close with Lioness Club members distributing food packets and story books 
to the children.  
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The computer teacher takes keen interest in the children by teaching them the basics 
but also sees to it that they are taught to read and write computer related English 
words in their note books. 
 
JWP has introduced Moral Education classes for children of classes 1 to 3. This is 
conducted by Mr. A Rashid. It has become a big hit with the children who now learn 
about living together as equal beings, despite differences in faith, region, language, 
caste, class and gender. They are learning to give, share and work together with love 
and respect for each other.  
 
JWP was requested by the National Commission for Women (NCW), Ministry of Women 
and Child, Govt. of India, to present a skit for their “Girl Child Celebration” at Dilli 
Haat, New Delhi. The skit was written, produced and acted out by our staff and 
children. It was greatly appreciated by the NCW and the large audience. 
 
The Centre started preparing the children for their half yearly examination which are 
to start on the 2nd of December 2012. 
 
The Centre was also planning to celebrate its Annual Function on the 22nd December.  
2012. This was postponed. 
 
December, 2012  

 

In the first week of December, the children were involved in completing their five day 

half-yearly assessment. The teachers were careful to ensure that those children who 

were not up to the mark be given special attention. After the assessment was over, the 

children were told about their performance and the parents were also informed about 

the need for them to take more interest in their children’s school work. 

 

As part of their curriculum, Craft classes were conducted to encourage children to 

express themselves through painting, drawing and paper and clay toy making. 

 

The children with the help of the staff made 100 greeting cards as part of the activity. 

They were extremely happy and felt very important that their work is being 

appreciated.  

 

Computer classes were attended by the children regularly. They have achieved the 

level of understanding the parts of the computer, computer language, 'which are the 

keys to press for typing, saving, copying, pasting and deleting etc. 

 

Story telling classes and moral science classes were conducted by Mr. Rashid 

regularly. Children are curious about things like 'who made God, who gave names to 

different Gods, why the hot fire in the middle of the earth does not dry up the water 

layer on the earth etc. The inquisitiveness to know is being worked on the principle of 
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'ASK' (Ask See and Know). They were also given lessons on equality, their rights and 

responsibilities.  

 

Unfortunately the Annual Day programme of Mera Sahara could not be held on the 

22nd of December 2012 as the landlord of the premises where we have the Centre 

passed away on the 19th of December and we were requested not to hold any function 

for one month. We have now shifted the date of the Annual Day programme to the 

third week of March, 2013. 

 

Christmas day function was celebrated on the 22nd of December with the children and 

teachers in a solemn programme. The school closed for 4 days. 

 

In the wake of the demonstrations across the country, triggered off by the violent gang 

rape of a girl in Delhi, and reports of the number of girls who have gone missing, 

found abused or murdered, the parents and community women had a meeting at the 

Centre to discuss different forms of violence that occur on women and children. Due to 

JWP’s intervention there has been no kidnapping of children from the area of Nithari 

where JWP is working (despite the 2006 history of rape and killing of children in 

Nithari). Nor have there been incidents of physical or sexual abuse. The parents were 

reminded that child beating, forcing into labour and sexual abuse are illegal and 

punishable. 

 

JWP staff attended a 3 day session of 'Jan Sunwai' on rape victims, mostly of minor 

girls from Haryana who recounted their personal experiences. The victims were 

enabled to recognize their right to lodge FIR, right to medical care, right to remain 

anonymous and the role of the police in conducting the investigation. This programme 

was organized by the Network of Women’s Organisations. 

 

January, 2013 

 

The Joint Women’s Programme is a member of the India Alliance for Child Rights 

which is involved in assessing the impact of the National Policy for Children on 

children in India as a whole. Our Centre organized a meeting with the children of 

Nithari (to raise awareness) and our partner organization from Ghevra for a meeting to 

discuss the status of the children and issues related to their rights and 

responsibilities. A major area of concern was the extent of violence against children 

and women. The response was spontaneous and several children expressed their fears 

and concerns and expressed their need for protection that is provided to them by Mera 

Sahara. Ms. Padmini Kumar, our Advisor, conducted the programme. 
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This was also followed by a meeting to create awareness on rising violence against 

women and children where numerous questions on their safety and security were 

raised, and how to protect them with the help of the community. Our programme in 

charge, Ms. Vimla Pant, led the discussion. 

 

50 people participated in the programme. The rights of the child was discussed with 

special emphasis on right to dignity and identity, right to life and health, right to 

uniform education and safety and development. The children were given a 

questionnaire, to think and answer according to their experiences.  

 

The meeting was also attended by TCS volunteers, Lioness club members and many 

other social activists who joined in the discussion.  

 

The classes have continued to perform well. However, some of the children have 

writing difficulties and this needed special attention. Hindi hand writing competition 

was held to encourage them to write neatly. Nisha, from class 2, won the 1st prize and 

Sonam of class 3 won the 2nd prize. 

 

National Girl Child Day was celebrated at Mera Sahara on the 24th of Jan 2013 with 

the boys of the Centre promising to see that the girls are given equal opportunities in 

their homes and in the community as well. The boys promised that they would see 

that their sisters at home were given equal share of food and the right to play. The 

boys agreed to share the house work that was given to the sisters.  

 

Republic Day was celebrated with patriotic songs. The children were encouraged to 

talk on the subject of the “Republic Day” and a drawing competition was held on the 

topic of the National Flag. 

 

Regular meetings with community women have been held on health, hygiene, child 

care. Domestic violence, such as wife beating is a continuous topic of discussion as 

JWP wishes to ensure that children live in a safe and a protected home.  

 

Our Staff took part in protest meetings against increasing violence on Women and Girl 

Children. The Director, Dr. Jyotsna Chatterji, and Advisor, Padmini Kumar, were part 

of many consultations and meetings after the recent gang rape incident in Delhi. JWP 

also sent its recommendations to Justice Verma committee and Dr. Chatterji reminded 

the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of the violence on children during the 

Nithari incident in December, 2006, the role and responsibility of the police and the 

need for proper implementation of the laws with special reference to children during 

the NHRC consultation on “Missing Children” on the 15th of January, 2013. 
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February 2013 

 

On the 6th and 7th of February, the children of Mera Sahara went to Pragati Maidan 

Book Fair. Vigyan Prasar, Dept. of Science and Technology, Govt. of India had invited 

Mera Sahara children to participate in their Science Activity Corner, interactive 

session for children to understand the importance of Science and Technology in day to 

day life. Mera Sahara children also took part in the Math’s Quiz Programme. It was 

called 'Fun with Science'. All the children were given a certificate of participation.  

 

"Saksham Bharti", Nithari, had organized painting and drawing competition for the 

schools of Nithari. Dipankar, Anushka and Nisha from our Centre took part in the 

event. It was conducted in the Govt. school play ground. 

 

Dipankar, is 15 yrs old and is affected by polio on both legs (though older, we have 

had to accommodate him in our Centre as he was keen to study and did not get 

admission anywhere). He is very good at drawing and is now learning to make 'Dari' 

(waste material mats in our skill training programme). 

 

Anushka and Nisha won scholarships of Rs.500/- each from Saksham Bharti. It was 

indeed a proud moment for all of us in Mera Sahara. 

 

Month of February also saw a number of children moving out to various mainstream 

schools where we have helped them to get admission. Some have shifted to new 

locations because of their parents migrating into other areas in search of jobs. 

 

We have also many new admissions to the Centre of children from families who have 

shifted to Nithari village. Some of the parents who are yet to shift to this area by the 

1st week of March, have registered their children's names. This brings a change in the 

number of registered children. 

 

Since the admission processes in mainstream schools have started, the number of 

students at present is at 110 (registered). 15 children who have joined the Centre will 

now be given formal admission, after one month of regular attendance. By April 2013 

with further admissions, our Centre will once again have its full strength. 

 

JWP took part in the ONE BILLION RISING (OBR) campaign, an international 

campaign against violence against on women. In the Delhi programme at Parliament 

Street, a grand finale of the OBR, JWP joined other organizations in the celebratory 

event on 14th Feb. 2013. On 4th, 8th and 12th of Feb., JWP had taken out rallies, 
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conducted community meetings with girls and boys of our Centre and community 

mothers to create awareness regarding safety and security in Noida, UP.   The 

teachers, students and the helpers, who double up as our community links, put up a 

powerful play about domestic violence, in which children suffer the most. This was 

cheered with loud rounds of applause.  

 

Recently we have given admission to some older girls, in the age group of 13-15 years, 

as their mothers expressed concern over the safety of the girls when they are away at 

work. The public concern on the increase violence on girls is one of the primary 

reasons to provide this vulnerable age group a place to educate themselves without 

fear. We are making special efforts to assimilate them into our educational 

programme. At the end of three months these girls will be assessed and if found fit 

would be helped to join the mainstream schools. Our teachers will take necessary 

steps to get them admission into Govt. /private schools. 

 

The children are preparing for their final exams and at the same time older children 

are being given special attention in getting ready for admission in mainstream schools. 

 

The demand for starting std. 4 and 5 is growing louder from the children and mothers 

because our Centre is considered as a safe and secure place for providing free 

education and opportunities for social development of children. 

 

We are exploring the possibilities of expanding in this direction provided we get 

support.  
 

Asha for Education has given us the necessary support to become a recognized 

preparatory school and protection centre for Children in the Nithari Village, who 

without this intervention may never have had the opportunity to be educated, 

informed and be happy children. 
 

 

 
Dr. Jyotsna Chatterji 

Director & Secretary 


