I and PCR (Purnachander Rao) had gone along with Bibo Water company yesterday for flood relief activity in Mehboobnagar district, Andhra Pradesh. Here are the details of our visit and efforts:

We wanted to help the victims where its not just more effected, but also has not been receiving enough relief material. We have noticed that lot of NGOs and govt, are participating in flood relief, but what we realized that there are lot of villages, which are very much interior and not able to be reached by any one, either because they are not reachable and all the volunteers are also looking for easy access villages only. Finding such a village was a tough task. Bibo water company employees are in touch with a few RSS volunteers in Alampur and Beechupally, where they have been coordinating very well. Realizing that we asked them to find out what we are looking for. They have already seen and worked in various such villages. The situation according to what they have told is is very sad. We had to just listen and could not do anything. There are few villages, where even though all the flood water has receded, because of the nature of the ground soil, the entire village has become at least one feet wet muddy. They do not even have chance to cook and drink at least for another 15 to 20 days. I wonder how else can we help them and when will they recover fully?

They seem to have even frustrated and fighting with people who come for their help (NGOs and others). Even RSS people who usually not even scold anybody had to literally throw them because they wanted to get the help as much and there was no discipline at all (which can be understood, because of their frustration) . They have suggested us to visit a village (Thurpu Garlapad), which is right off Alampur from the NH7, but in the opposite direction and about 15 km and 10 km from Shanti Nagar. There is no public transportation to this village till at least 6 km. All this stretch of 6km is mud road and only one car can exactly fit. The truck that we took to carry material got struck in the mud twice and we had to lift it with force every time. Bibo water had made nice packs of flood relief material. They made boxes which has 5 kg rice, 3 kg Toor dal, 1ltr water bottle, soap, shampoo, tooth paste, brushes, couple of cooling utensils, 2 plates, 2 drinking glasses. They have also planned for a cover with 20 drinking water packets, a pair of new clothing (saree for women, shirt and pant for men) along with relief pack. The box is of worth Rs. 700 each, out of which 3 Kg Dal is from Asha for all the 250 victims whom we supplied in T Garlapad village. Thanks to the donors from Asha Hyderabad (Jayanti, Major, Uzma and myself contributing to 10,000), and PCR has raised 20000 from his side.

We went in a truck, and two other cars along with 10 other RSS volunteers, who helped us organize the distribution after talking to village surpunch. We still were bothered that not all victims who were hard hit by the floods did not come out as they busy cleaning and making their homes back again! Out of 300+ families in the village, there were only close to 200 who could come out. There could be few who had gone out of village to their relatives or somewhere. The only houses that survived there were made of concrete and all others, made of thatched houses are all washed off completely as the water came all of a sudden and got receded also in 3 days. The local dam (forgot the name) has completely collapsed and all the water has washed off the villages near by and T Garlapad is one of them. It was really smooth that the whole thing went well after distributing to few others from neighboring village. The kids were also given few clothes. Few of Bibo water company employees also have sprayed bleaching powder where there is still debris and water accumulation to avoid contagious diseases. After we closed the relief camp, we headed back, and on the way to Alampur, we had home made lunch (thanks to MD. of Bibo water company).

We then went to Kurnool, which was 8 KM from Alampur to look around in Kurnool to see how the situation is. Kurnool is still in very horrible situation. There are wide spread diseases, the debris is not cleaned anywhere in the town. Lot of bad smell and we just had to put the AC on in our car and could not even come out all through while we were in Kurnool. We could see that some concrete houses were totally drowned till the first floor (we saw the water marks). I personally think that it is localites responsibilities also to clean their own premises and roads. Muncipal corporations cannot do everything. If eveybody works together, they can get good change, but this spirit seems to be low there. Everybody is thinking that its not their responsibility.



Here are some photos and videos that I uploaded with some comments:
http://picasaweb. google.com/ kolanupaka/ FloodReliefInMeh boobnagar#
http://www.youtube. com/watch? v=58vRBM- A3qQ
http://www.youtube. com/watch? v=MDgOWbVeAGI

There are couple more videos, which I will send later.

Thanks you,

Giri Kolanupaka
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