
SANKALP VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE 
Asha India Project Discussions Call – 7th August 2021 
 
Attendees: Attendees (16) - Tapomayukh (Seattle, AWP), Sailaja (San 
Francisco, AWP), Padmanava (Bangalore, AWP), Sruti Beri (Atlanta), Shrushti 
(Silicon Valley), Balaji (Bangalore), Rangakrishnan (Austin), Mohit Sood (Austin), 
Gaurav (Austin), Saurabh (Austin), Smita Puniyani (Mumbai), Manasi Nair 
(Mumbai), Sundar Iyer (Kanpur), Mahesh Kumar (Kanpur), Deepti Tiwari 
(Kanpur), Swati Malhotra (Kanpur) 
 
Dr Deepti Tiwari and Swati Malhotra are both from Sankalp.  
 
Virtual visit report from Steward (SV) – written by Shrushti Shah 
 
Dr. Deepti presented the proposal for Sankalp Vocational Training center in Asha 
wide project discussion call in India on 7th August 2021. The idea is to provide an 
organized and systematic training to persons with intellectual disabilities in 
various vocations so that they can work independently or under supervision as 
per their abilities and/or resources.   
Dr. Deepti has been managing Sankalp Special School since 2007. It became 
part of Asha Trust in 2009. I have been stewarding and helping with all project 
renewals/mid year updates for Sankalp, as part of Asha Silicon Valley chapter, 
from 2015. Dr. Deepti spoke to me about this vision few years back and was very 
passionate about it. I visited Sankalp in March 2020 and she also showed me the 
space in the building were she is envisioning this project. I am very confident in 
Dr.Deepti’s and her team’s ability to successfully drive this project and enrich the 
lives of those kids. I have seen Sankalp grow from what it was 5 years back and I 
am really excited about this next big step. 
 
As mentioned in the proposal, Dr. Deepti showed how she plans to start this 
project and also showed all her research related to this. The young children with 
whom we started our journey are fully grown up adults now and need training in 
various vocations as per their abilities and choices – this was how the whole idea 
was generated. She also described on how she plans on sustaining this project 
long term. She was confident about her outreach as well as help/donations that 
she can receive for sustaining this project. The proposal was to kick start the 
project with basic costs of machine and infrastructure (one time expense). 
Currently, there are kids in Sankalp Special school that can be enrolled for this 
next step. She plans to use some of the existing teacher for this project but 
based on the success will need to hire more.  
 
She also presented strengths and weakness as well as some challenges she 
foresees. Knowing Dr. Deepti for 5+ years now and stewarding Sankalp Special 
School, I don’t see any issues in her capability to make this project a success.  
Some pictures are given below. 



 

 
 
 
 


