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Site Visit to Sanyukta Yuva Morcha’s work in the Jammu migrant camps 

 

Sanyukta Yuva Morcha’s work with helping the education of children of Jammu migrants 

was brought to Asha LA’s notice by an ex-volunteer Deepshika. Her mother, a doctor, 

had seen their work during a health camp in Jammu. I was visiting J&K for a site visit to 

an existing project and she asked me if I could do a visit in Jammu. 

 

I met Sunil Raina, the founder of SYM and we talked about the organization, its genesis, 

philosophy, workings etc. SYM was found and run by professionals who have their day 

jobs and volunteer their time and effort in doing social work by helping the Jammu 

migrants. Health care, education, facilities etc are the different areas of they work on.  

 

The scholarship program was started in collaboration with a London based NGO. 

However there is a lot more students who need support. There are over 50 students on the 

waiting list. The students, who would get scholarships, go to nearby private schools. The 

scholarships cover mainly the school fees. The scholarship is not given to the parents but 

directly handed over by SYM members to the school. 

 

I visited the families of the currently sponsored students in Purkhoo and Matoo camps. 

All the families were below the poverty line. In some the primary bread earner had either 

died or was incapacitated by injury or in a few cases were mentally affected due to the 

migration and were incapable of holding a paying job. There were over 5-6 family 

members in a 1 room accommodation. Though extremely hard pressed for resources the 

families were very hospitalable. The families were also very appreciative of SYM’s 

work. 

 

I believe that SYM is a dedicated, sincere and reliable organization whom we should 

work with the help the children in the Jammu migrant camps. I asked Sunil for a list of 

students that needed support and the amount of support required. SYM does not have a 

FCRA and hence we decided that we would try to find an organization who would be 

able to collaborate. 

 

 


