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We started from the hotel at 9.00a.m. and met John Baul at the kayathar bus stand. 
Our first school was Panchayath Union Primary School in Ayyanar uthu in Thuthukudi
district.  This school compound had primary school, high school and Balwadi.  The 
Headmistress was on leave and we met the Assistant Head Mistress who seemed 
well motivated but had to leave for a meeting so we could not talk much to her.  
She did give us some basic details about the school.  There are 211 students and 7 
government teachers.  Asha has provided one extra teacher. Her name is Venithai. 
They have English medium upto 4th standard.  The teachers are provided training by
SSA every month.  The parents take interest in school activities.

Venithai was in the 4th standard classroom as the teacher was absent and they were
short staffed that day.  She said she preferred to teach 1st standard on a regular 
basis and felt that there should be continuity in a classroom in order for the children
to bond with the teacher.  Venithai joined us to visit the school in Nagalapuram.

Our first stop at Nagalapuram was the library run by Asha.  Pechiammal is the 
librarian who is in charge of running the library and she is also a teacher in the 
school.  The books are neatly arranged even though the room is really small, she 
says the children come to use the library, to read and do their homework etc.  The 
owner of the place was complaining about the low rent of Rs.550.00per month of 
the small room in the village.

We visited the Balwadi which is very close to the library.  We are planning to give a 
teacher for balwadi and she started temporarily.  Her name is Kombukani.  She is a 
young girl about 19years, married for 3 years and is related to the government ayah
at Balwadi.  She is very shy, diffident.  She has only studied upto 10standard and 
does not know any nursery rhymes.  Her family lives in the same village and 
husband is a coolie.  She has no experience with the children and she does not have
children.

We visited the primary/secondaryPanchayat Union Middle school in Nagalapuram 
and met the Head Master Mr.  Thirupathy.  Although he was quiet initially he started 
talking to us about the school.  There are about 115 students and is a co-education 
school.  They have 8 teachers and they have English medium upto 3rd standard.  We
also spoke to teacher Ganesan who seemed more enthusiastic.  The children were 
even playing chess.  

Their major problem is no good drinking water.  The children have to fetch water 
from end of the street.  The borewell water is very brackish and only RO plant can 
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supply their need in future.  They want us to provide them smart classroom, mike 
set, computer center, mat, trays, cards etc.

Recommendation: We can explore the possibility of providing them good drinking 
water at the earliest.  The project steward can liaise with the HM and discuss their 
priority and look at how best the budget can be utilized.

Our next stop was at Suriyaminikan library where we conducted assessment test to 
Venithai, John Baul and Pechiammal.  This library is run by Asha in the room 
provided by the pancahyath.  The room is very spacious but they do not have 
enough reading materials.  The person in charge Kuzhandaivelu did not seem too 
interested as he has personal problems.  

We also interviewed Kanaga for a position in Balwadi at Vaigaithavur.  Kanaga 
seemed very smart, enthusiastic and more knowledgeable.  She has completed +2 
and her husband is in Kuwait.  She has 2 kids 2 1/2 years and 6 months resp.  She 
seemed very confident and is a good candidate.  I recommend her for the position 
and she can add value to the children.

We can provide more books to the library at suriyaminiken.


