
Project Pearl - Site Visit Report to Vilvamarathupatti PUPS 

Date:   August 21, 2009 (Friday) 

Volunteer: Sivasankar 

Place:  Vilvamarathupatti Panchayat Union School. 

Bhaskar and I shortlisted 5 schools in Thoothukudi District among 20+ visited schools by two 

time site visit (Details can be found as separate Document in the link 

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=1029). The school in A.Velayuthapuram 

had extra teacher from the village itself. So we decided to drop the school from our list. The 

AEO of Ottapidaram Block told us the school in Vilvamarathupatti had the shortage of teachers 

and need assistance, since most of the students in the school are belongs to Schedule Cast and 

they are lack in education and awareness. So we decided to do site visit. Bhaskar already had 

Chat with Mr. Muthukrishnan (Retired Head Master) and his wife who is the Head Master of 

the School and he gave all the details to me after getting from Mr. Muthukrishnan and his wife. 

As I planned to go to my native on August 21
st

 to 23
rd

 (Friday to Sunday) we decided to do site 

visit on August 21
st

 (Friday). I communicated to the HM of the school about my intended visit 

on the 21
st

. By afternoon I reached there from my native village, her husband (Mr. 

Muthukrishnan - retired Head Master) was very much interested doing these kinds of activities. 

As he had bad experience with other NGOs, he asked many question to me like “what religion 

you are?” “Why you are coming for? What is the purpose by doing this work? How Much salary 

you are getting from this organization? Since they (other NGO) were trying to spread their 

religions, I explained all the things and he enquired about Bhaskar (Bhaskar already explained 

about ASHA over phone to HM and Mr. Muthukrishnan) I told about Bhaskar too, regarding his 

coordination of ASHA, also the members of ASHA. I explained myself and my native. At first 

they hesitated to access our help (they fear about spreading our religion). Once I finished he 

was very happy with us and asked sorry for that. We had some snacks and tea in his  home and 

we started  to the school by his two wheeler and told me that any time you are coming here 

you can use my bike, since the village in the school are not having much public transportation (4 

times a day) I shocked once I entered the school, since the school building was in bad condition 

like building cracks, peeling off the ceiling, no power facility etc… by the time rain had come and 

so the water leaked from crack of the ceiling. I enquired about the Govt fund on new building. I 

heard from her husband Mr. Muthukrishnan, the head Master of the school (Mr. 

Muthukrishnan’s wife) and Panchayath President had misunderstanding. This year the 

construction work is going on in the school premises for new building). The total strength of 

students is about 87. Two teachers are handling the school, by the introduction of ABL, the 

teachers are not able to manage and effectively concentrate on the children, the Head Master 

told. (Since the Pupil Teacher Ratio is about 44). I had spoken to Assistance HM, by the time the 



HM go for meeting and other outside activities she was facing difficulties on managing the 

children, she added.  

The Students details of the School: 

Std No. Of Boys No. Of Girls Total 

1 7 7 14 

2 10 7 17 

3 10 10 20 

4 7 5 12 

5 11 13 24 

Total 87 

 

After the rain got was over, Mr. Muthukrishnan and I started doing the removal of peelings 

from the ceiling. We did the work about 45 minutes. With the help of the children we disposed 

all the waste from the building. We felt the building is somehow safe also we requested the HM 

and Assistance HM, not to sit under the peeling off the building. We hope we will get new 

building next year. Then I asked some question to the students. They are poor in their subjects 

and all from the nearby villages. The population of the village is about 1500 people. We felt the 

village having the lack of quality education, high Pupil Teacher ratio, not having the awareness 

of health and studies and so we decided to take this school as our Pearl Project with approval 

from the group. Then I started to my native. (Kattunaickenpatti, Thoothukudi District). 

 


