
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. I had made 
a site visit to the Pearl project on 22nd and 23rd Nov 2016 along with 
Bhaskar, another volunteer of Asha Chennai.

We arrived at Kovilpatti in the morning by the Pearl City Express and
checked into the Ananda Lodge. Then by about 9:30 we reached 
Kayathar. John Baul our project coordinator met us at the bus-stand. 
As usual Velumuthu was there with his Autorikshaw to take us 
around to all the schools. Velumuthu used to work as a librarian for 
Asha.

We first went to Ayyanar Ootru. This is a big primary school that is 
collocated with a high school. It has about 220 students and 7 
teachers. Since they have English and Tamil medium in all the 
classes, this is woefully inadequate. We had provided two teachers 
to the school. One of the teachers, Veni Thai, has quit to join a Aided
school. The other teacher Chella Thuraichi was there. After talking to
the Headmistress, we went to Chellathuraichi’s class – Std 4.

We interacted with the children on Maths and English. I orally gave 
the problem 4034 + 3103. Most children had trouble writing the 
number correctly. We asked Chellathuraichi to practice giving oral 
problems to them so that they can firm up their place value 
concepts. Then I asked them to do 300 + 4000 without using paper 
or slate. Once again only one boy gave the correct answer. On the 
board when I did this wrongly and got the answer 7000, they 
couldn’t find the mistake. Then I tried having them tell me stories 
for Maths problems. I had to stick with subtraction as the children 
were not comfortable with multiplication and division. In English I 
got them to guess the first and last letter phonetically. They got the 
hang of it. Then we played a bit of “Simon says” game. They 
enjoyed that.

After that we went to Nagalapuram. We first went to the school 
there. Our teacher Umalakshmi was teaching 4th std once again. The
class was smaller and children here were a lot better. Atleast 4 of 
them got 4034 + 3103 when I gave it to them orally. They could also
do some division. I got them to tell me word problems for both 
subtraction and division sums. We had come here quite late and we 
had to delay the children’s lunch. So we didn’t have too much time 
to interact with the children.

We talked a bit with the HM Thiruppathi. We were happy to note that
there were 5 desktop computers in his room and children were 
enthusiastically using that during the lunch time.  He continued to 
be very thankful for all the support extended by Asha.



In both these schools we were able to see them conducting the daily
tests being sent to them by the education department. This was 
hugely disruptive and was poorly designed.

After this we visited the Nagalapuram Balwadi. The children were 
quite sleepy since they usually sleep after their lunch. For our visit, 
the poor kids were rudely woken up and asked to sing rhymes! The 
charts provided by Asha were not hanging on the wall. We asked the
teacher, Pechiammal to put them up.

Then we went to the restaurant on the highway, Uma Shankar for 
lunch. We then went to Vagai Thaavur Balwadi. On the way we saw 
a number of Peacocks out roaming wild. This was a common sight 
throughout the day. I thought it was awesome to see that! The HM of
the Vagai Thaavur middle school with whom we have had a long 
relation, Iyyammal was also there. We went to the Balwadi and 
talked to our teacher Durga. Here again the children were quite 
sleepy. They sang some rhymes to us. The children were doing quite
well here.

After the Balwadis we went back to Nagalapuram to see our library /
evening centre “Vishwanathan Noolagam” in operation. As usuall all 
the children started piling into the library by 5:00 pm and little 
earlier itself today because of our presence.

Today I thought I will show them some science and Maths 
experiments even though I did really go there prepared for it. The 
children there used their local resources to get me some of the 
materials I needed. I did the following,

1. Making a reed that makes sound with plastic straw. The 
children were also greatly excited and at least some of them 
succeeded in making sound come out of the reed.

2. I got a few thin sticks. I broke off three pieces and gave it to 
them to make a triangle. They managed that without any 
problems. Then when I made two of the sticks very small, they
couldn’t make triangle but didn’t realize it was impossible. 
They kept trying without any luck. The older kids eventually 
figured out that it is impossible. I eventually extracted the 
general rule that the sum of two side should be greater than 
the third to be able to make a triangle.

3. We then did a couple of simple exercises with air pressure – 
making a half empty tumbler lift a plate. I got them to feel the 
water lift an upturned empty tumbler that you try to push into 
the water.

4. We then moved on to some astronomy. I got a bigger ball and 
a small rolled up paper to be our sun and Earth. I talked to 
them about how day, year and the seasons form.



5. Then couple of kids went and got a candle and match-box. We 
did the usual candle turning off when covered by a glass (had 
to made do with the opaque tumbler). I also showed them how
the water rises into the tumbler when the candle extinguishes.

6. Then we saw how a paper folded multiple times can carry a lot
more weight than a plain paper or even the folded paper 
turned around. This was about shear strength of the paper.

On the whole the kids enjoyed all this. After all this, they still wanted
more. So we ended up playing “Simon says” a little bit. We had to 
split the group into 3, young kids, older girls and older boys to play 
this. They always enjoy this a lot.

Playing with the children when I come to Nagalapuram is a standard 
schedule. Every time it is sad to see how much they want this and 
they literally hold on to you when it is finally time to say goodbye. It 
was the same this time as well.

Bhaskar and I stayed at the Ananda Lodge at Kovilpatti. The next 
day the HM of the middle school at Koppampatti, Mr. Ganesan, came
to pick us up from the lodge and took us to the school. We were 
scheduled to have our oral assessments at this school on that day. 
The Asha teachers from the other schools were also joining us at 
this school. The school teachers Indumathi and Seetha Baby were 
already there. Umalakshmi from Nagalapuram was also there. 
Chellathuraichi got delayed and came there only by 10:15. I talked 
to the teachers about the oral assessments, what they needed to do
while conducting it, why we are doing what we are doing etc. 

We were given a nice spacious room by the HM. Chellathuraichi and 
Umalakshmi conducted the assessments. Most of the day Indumathi
and Seetha watched it so that they can conduct it at the other two 
schools. I also spent most of the day watching them so that I can 
ensure it is conducted properly and I could give them the feedback 
to ensure certain consistency in the conduct of it.

We finished classes 1 to 3 and part of class 4 in the morning. During 
that time Bhaskar also spent some time with the class 6 students. 
Indumathi is teaching class 6. The HM had arranged a good lunch for
us. After that we spent a little time interacting with the teachers. I 
had taken a laptop there with me to give to the teachers. I showed 
them the contents we load on to the laptop.

Once the school started after lunch, we also continued our 
assessments and finished it for all the classes. We usually do the 
oral assessments only for classes 1 to 5. Here we also did it for class
6 since that is our Asha teacher’s class.  On the whole the teachers 
did a great job conducting the assessments. During the afternoon 



assessments, Bhaskar also went and talked to the HM and 
interacted with the 8th standard students.

After the assessments, we had a small meeting to continue the 
discussion on the laptop and its contents. We also asked all of them 
to come for the training on 28th and 30th of the month. They will also 
be coming.

The HM finally dropped us back at the Ananda Lodge at Kovilpatti. 
Since we had a couple of hours before the train, we also visited the 
local Amman temple there and then also bought the famous 
Kovitpatti Kadalai Mittai to take back with us to Chennai.


