
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. I made a site
visit to the Pearl project on 27th and 28th June 2018 along with 
Bhaskar the project steward. 

Click here to see the photos from this visit.

Bhaskar and I went to Kovilpatti by Nellai Express and went to our 
usual Ananda Lodge. We left by about 9:00 am and went to 
Kayathaar. Murugan, our project coordinator received us in his 
Maruthi 800 car and first took us to Chidambarampatti. This is the 
first time we are visiting the school after we have appointed a 
teacher there. We had taken Maths kits for all the schools. 
Chidambarampatti needed a full set as it is a new school. We gave 
that to the HM and asked Umalakshmi our teacher there to show the
other teachers how to use the things. We also showed the HM a little
bit.

The HM showed us the state of the toilets. These need some minor 
repairs. We then went to Umalakshmi’s class. She was handling 
class 2. She was taking a Tamil lesson when we went there. We 
listened to the class a little bit and then interacted with the children.
Her class was doing well.

We then went to Nagalapuram. The HM had changed and it was a 
new person. She was also supportive of the things Asha was doing. 
They wanted a number of infrastructure kind of things that we 
usually do not provide like borewell, RO facility, pavement for the 
toilet area etc.. We just patiently listened to the requests. We also 
gave them the Maths kits. The teachers showed us the newly 
repaired toilets. They looked good. There was a new tank for storing 
the water from the Panchayat tank. They have also laid pipeline 
from the Panchayat tank to the school. The ground leading up to the
toilet has been raised and water will no longer stagnate there. On 
the whole the toilet facilities look good now thanks to our 
Sugadharam project support.

Our teacher at this school Durga Devi has been on a long leave 
because of health issues. Will return back to work by middle of July. 
We interacted a bit with the 8th std children. I tried a couple of 
standard open-ended questions in Maths:

___ x 7 = 3 x ___
___ x ___ x ___ = 40000

The students struggled with these. Their basic multiplication skills 
were weak. When I tried asking them to multiply and divide by 10, 
they had problems even with that. The school needs to improve. I 
gave that feedback to the teacher there as well.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/vxAp1jxbntb4mmpo9


We went to the Nagalapuram Balwadi next. Unfortunately, every 
time we end up going to the Balwadi around or after lunch time. The
children had already started their nap this time too. We spoke with 
Pechiammal, our teacher there and just gave chocolates to the 
children and returned.

We went to Uma Shankar for lunch. Then we went to Ayyanaar 
Ootru. At this school we have two teachers, Saraswathi and a new 
teacher Muthulakshmi. The school is a big school (about 250 
children) and there were two sections, an English medium and a 
Tamil medium section, in each class. Saraswathi and Muthulakshmi 
were handling the two sections of 2nd Std. We first gave the Maths 
kits to the HM and explained the things we were giving.

We saw Muthulakshmi teaching Maths to the children. Since they 
were just starting 2nd std, we can once again going over numbers up
to 100. I also checked the children. All of them correctly recognized 
numbers up to 100. I played the game where I tell them something 
like: I have a number in my hand. If you add two to it you will get 
five. What is it? They managed this quite well. They could easily do 
addition and subtraction. I also tried to make them get the number I 
was clapping etc. Later Muthulakshmi tied the Ganitmala and we 
asked some of the children to show numbers on it. Bhaskar and I 
were quite impressed to see the children casually count up by 10s.

We then went to Saraswathi’s class. She was teaching an English 
lesson. She had written the tough words on the board. As always, 
the level of the English lesson was well beyond the ability of the 
children. But she had taught them well. The children could recognize
the tough words as well. I went over cat-mat-rat-… kind of words 
with them. They got most of the words. I also played a game like the
“Simon says” game. I asked Saraswathi to also introduce level 
appropriate words like these to the children in addition to teaching 
the lesson.

After this we went to Suriyaminikan library. The library was kept 
open by Kulandaivelu. There were a few children trickling in. Most of 
them were going to the nearby govt. school. Some of them were 
going to the private schools as well. The library was functioning well.

Then we had our usual evening halt at the Nagalapuram library. As 
we were a little late, the children were already there waiting for us. 
The library is as popular as ever. I told the children a few stories. We
made the children also tell us a few stories. Then we played couple 
of usual games with them. First we broke the group into two teams. 
One team tells a word (minimum 4 letters). The other team has to 
tell a word that starts with the last letter of that word. And so on … 
We also played Simon says with the boys and girls separately. We 



needed to leave by about 6:30 as Bhaskar needed to catch a train 
by 8:30 from Kovilpatti.

We finished the dinner and Bhaskar caught the train back. I was 
staying back for another day. Next morning Murugan came to pick 
me up. We went in the direction of Koppampatti but beyond that to 
middle school at Aathikinaru and met the HM there. The HM seemed
quite motivated and keen to get Asha’s help. Here are the details of 
the school,

No of Students 95 (same as last year). Primary – 52 and 
Middle – 43.

Only about 5 students go to private schools.
Students are mostly SC and school is all Tamil medium.

No of teachers Primary – 2. Middle – HM + 3.

Computers 3 – all working!

They do have enough teachers. They would like a computer teacher.
They are a little short of rooms. They have five rooms and would like
some dividers. They have a proper outdoor classroom. This was 
quite nice and they do use this on cooler days. They heard about our
work through Koppampatti HM Ganesan. All the teachers were 
present. The school seemed to be running well.

After this we went to Koppampatti. HM Ganesan asked me to first 
interact with the 8th std students, the class that he was managing. I 
did the same Maths things I did at Nagalapuram. The children here 
were a lot better. I got a few answers for ___ x ___ x ___ = 40000! It 
took them a little while to get to it. I showed them how multiplying 
one of the three numbers by 2 and dividing another by 2 will still get
the same product.

I then went to our teacher Kannan’s class. He was teaching Maths to
the 6th std. He was teaching them basic rules obeyed by arithmetic 
operations like commutative and associative property. I tried to 
impress upon the children that these are things that they always 
knew based on the intuitive understanding of the operations that 
addition is combining the two things etc.

Then I tried giving them the question 2736 / 2736 = ______. None of 
them could give an answer to that question. But when I asked them 
if I had a big sack with 2736 chocolates and went to a BIG school 
with 2736 children, how many chocolates can I give each student? 
Many of them immediately answered “one”. I explained to them that
this is what is division. They learn this in 3rd std but this is not 
explained again to them in subsequent classes. I asked Kannan to 
also go over what the various operations really mean.



We also saw the toilet complex that we have built for the school. 
When I visited here in November that was just before it was 
inaugurated. Now I could see the operational toilet. It is being put to
good use by the school as the boys toilet.

Ganesan the HM wanted me to meet some of the parents of the 
Balwadi children. These parents wanted Asha to appoint a Balwadi 
teacher. Many of the Balwadi age children (2 to 5) were coming to 
the school instead of the ICDS Balwadi which was also functioning in
the village. They prefer the school environment and Ganesan’s 
management. But ICDS teacher and Ayah preferred to work in their 
own premises may be because they can cook there or may be they 
did not care for Mr. Ganesan’s oversight. I had to explain to them 
that Asha cannot step into this. There is a functioning ICDS with a 
teacher here. They should get that to work properly. Whether they 
move to the school or not is outside of Asha’s care. Creating another
Balwadi in the school in parallel is not in Asha’s interest.

I then went to our new teacher Shankar’s class. He was teaching the
3rd std. He was teaching the children place value with the 4-pin 
abacus. The children knew the numbers and place value well. I then 
wrote an addition and later a subtraction sum and then told word 
problem stories for the sum. I asked the children also to tell stories. 
They were a little hesitant but then got into the activity. I asked 
Shankar to also do this activity.

We then left the school and went for lunch to a Saravana Bhavan. 
Then we went to another middle school at Kumaragiri that was 
closer to Kayathar. We were going there because we were requested
by the HM Thirupathi who used to be the HM at Nagalapuram. The 
assistant teacher here was very motivated and had taken a number 
of steps to improve the school esp. the English teaching. Here are 
the details of the school.

No of Students 67 (last year 60). Primary – 39. Middle – 28.
Used to be 28 in 2012 when the asst teacher joined the 

school!

Teachers Primary – 2, Middle – HM + 1.

Computers 3 desktops + 3 laptops (1 repair).

They would like a computer teacher, one more teacher for the 
middle school classes and some dividers or even a proper wall in the
classroom. There were a lot of things going on in the school even as 
we were there around lunch time. Children were reading English 
words in the PA system for the whole school (and beyond) to hear. 
There were children playing on the computers and some playing 



chess. The asst teacher got the 8th std children to show us some 
things he has been teaching them. The children were through 
sentences lie “I sing”, “He sings”, “She sings”, “We sing”, “Then 
sing” … then “I sang”, “She sang”, … showing all tenses and all 
different singular/plural, first/second/third person etc. They said 
these in English and Tamil. I tried to see if they can appreciate the 
tense difference and asked them to translate into English “The door 
was open” and “The door was opened”. They did manage that after 
a couple of wrong tries. They were doing quite well but I also told 
the teacher that getting them to read English books was a better 
way to improve English than memorizing these.

On the whole this school is also working well and is quite motivated 
to get Asha support.

We then finally went to the CSC centre that is run by Murugan. The 
teachers had been called there for the meeting. I also interviewed 
one Peratchi Selvi for the computer teacher job. I talked to our 
teachers about the recent teacher evaluation test. I went over all 
the answers with them. I then talked to each teacher individually to 
tell them their pay raises. I also finally left by 7:00 to Kovilpatti to 
catch the train back to Chennai.


