
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. Bhaskar, the
steward for the Pearl project and I went to Kovilpatti on the 20th of 
Feb 2020. We were travelling there on the Sivarathiri weekend. 
Therefore most of the lodges were fully booked. We thankfully got a 
room at MKS lodge. Murugan came in the morning at 9:00 to pick us
up. Mr. Ganesan, the Koppampatti HM had as usual loaned us his car
for the day. It was very convenient for us.

The main purpose of this visit was to train the teachers to conduct 
the written assessments. On the 20th we trained the teachers and 
then conducted the written assessments at Govindanpatti. Then we 
visited Athikinaru and Kumaragiri to see the newly renovated toilets 
there. We then visited the newly inaugurated library in Kayathar. 
Bhaskar left on the 20th night.

On 21st I roamed around with Murugan on his bike. Travelling 
through the distances on bike was interesting in itself! We first 
visited couple of schools that are requesting our support at 
Salaipudhur and Vadakilandhakulam. We then visited Nagalapuram 
and I sat in our teacher Radhagowri’s class. Then after a lunch at 
Kazhugumalai we were to Karadikulam Colony. There I saw our 
teacher Rajadevi’s class and also our computer teacher 
Annalakshmi with the 5th standard children. Finally we went to 
Koovachipatti. We are currently supporting two kindergarten 
teachers there. They also want a school teacher and an Asha library 
in the village. After these I came back to Kovilpatti, checked out of 
MKS lodge and then left for Chennai. 

Click here to see the photos from this trip. Here are the details of 
each school.

Govindhanpatti

The school children welcomed us with a couple of songs and a nice 
conversation in English. I then trained the teachers on how to 
conduct the assessments and they conducted the assessments 
there. They conducted the tests for classes 2 and 5 in the morning 
and then classes 3 and 4 after lunch. Murugan took Bhaskar and me 
to Pasuvandhanai for lunch.

After I got back I thought I will interact with the 5th std students. 
While conducting the assessments I could notice that the children at
this school were doing very well. I have been trying various 
questions that will have answers of the type “always correct”, “ 
always wrong” or “sometimes correct and sometimes wrong”. 
Things like 1_ < 2_ or 1_ < 19 or odd * odd = odd. I tried these kinds
of question on these children . The children’s basic Maths was strong
enough that they were able to get the hang of this and answer these
types of questions. I tried my usual 3 + ___ = ___ + 7. They could 
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answer this too without any problems. I also taught them a few 
things about shapes. On the whole the children were doing very well
and I also enjoyed the time I spent with them.

The teachers honoured us by giving us a ponadai. The assessments 
were also completed by that time.

Athikinaru

The school is running fine and they were very happy with our 
support. We talked a bit with the HM and then went to see the newly
renovated toilet. The teachers and the children were very proud of 
their new toilet. It looked brand new with a tile work, plumbing work 
and a new coat of paint. The school has also officially started 
Kindergarten. That is it is funded by the government with a teacher 
appointed for the Kindergarten etc. We interacted a bit with the 
children. We had a interesting discussion with the HM and asst-HM 
(a Maths teacher) about the recently cancelled board exams. We 
once again received ponadai from the HM.

Kumaragiri

This is another small middle school. By the time we reacher the 
school it was already past 5:00. But both the middle school teachers
and most of the children were still them. The school has one very 
motivated teacher. He keeps the children back till 5:30 or so to 
teach them spoken English etc. That was going on when we visited 
there. The teachers from their own funds had set up two Smart TVs 
on which they can display the Diksha videos that they get on their 
mobile phones. This was once again the handiwork of the motivate 
assistant HM. He also got the children to show how they do mind-
maps etc.

After this we also saw the newly renovated toilet.  Here too with 
Trimble funding we had undertaken repair work on the toilet. Here 
again we needed to plumbing work, replace the tiles etc. On the 
whole the toilets looked nice.

Kayathar Library

Gopinath is an ex-Asha teacher. He was one of the first teachers 
employed by Asha at project Pearl. He had since to a government 
job. He had remained in touch with Asha and when he became 
aware that there was a government building that was meant for 
hosting a library, he contacted Asha to see if we can put up a library
there.



Gopinath couldn’t be there when we visited the library. The library 
has been functioning now for about a month with his wife ??? as the 
librarian. We visited the library and interacted with the children. 
There were some locally purchased books. Bhaskar was going to 
purchase more books. About 20 children come there regularly. Most 
of them were going to nearby govt. aided schools. They come there 
and do their homework and also read the books. We got a few of the
children to tell us stories. I also showed them a small science 
experiment and played “Simon says” with them.

After this we drove back to Kovilpatti and Bhaskar left back for 
Chennai. I stayed overnight at the MKS lodge. Next morning I left 
early to catch a bus back to Kayathar. I almost missed the stop! But 
I didn’t and managed to get down to eat breakfast with Murugan. 
Today’s visits were all on Murugan’s bike. We went to nice peaceful 
temple there from which Kayathar derives its name to kill a few 
minutes.

Salaiputhoor

We reached this school at about 9:15. The school was just starting. 
It is a small school with just 33 children and 2 teachers. About 10 
children from the area were going to private schools. The 
government teachers have contributed a bit to appoint a PTA 
teacher. The PTA teacher was selected by Asha but couldn’t travel to
the school where we gave her appointment.

Water logging is a major problem at the school. The school would 
like for us to send a computer teacher.

Vadakilandhakulam

This is one of the first schools Asha had started working with in 
project Pearl. It used to be a middle school. At one point because of 
lack of support from the school and also as the strength didn’t 
justify it, we stopped supporting the school. The school once again 
has a motivated HM. The assistant HM in the school used to be at 
Koppampatti and she knew about the good support we can provide 
to schools and together they approached Asha again.

The school has both English and Tamil medium. There are a total of 
131 children with 55 in English medium and 76 in Tamil medium. 
There were 5 teachers. There are some 25 children going to private 
schools and the HM is confident of bring most of them into this 
school. The panchayat president (who is known to Murugan) is fully 
supportive of the school.



The school would like a regular teacher as well as a computer 
teacher. The school has 3 computers but none of them are working. 
Only their EMIS laptop works. Since the school used to be a middle 
school, space is not at all an issue.

When we were talking to the HM, the children in class 5 were very 
organized. Each child reads a sentence in the lesson they are just 
learning and the others follow it in their textbooks. This goes around
the classroom. I then interacted with the children a bit. I gave them 
my usual 400 + 3000 = 7000. The kids spotted it quickly. They 
wanted to sing a song to us. We had a nice time interacting with the
kids.

Nagalapuram

We have been supporting the middle school at Nagalapuram 
continuously for more than 10 years. Currently we have a regular 
teacher Radhagowri teaching 3rd std and Punitha visiting the school 
as a computer teacher 2 days a week.

The school has a good computer room with more than 5 or 6 
computers. It was nice to see students using it productively on their 
own as one of the teachers was absent.

I went to Radhagowri’s class. She was teaching the children an 
English lesson. She was reading the story and explaining the story 
to the children. I had some feedback for her. She was reading two 
words at a time instead of picking a meaningful clause. Something 
like She switched – on the – iron box. Some of her pronounciations 
also needed to be corrected.

I then interacted with the children. I asked the children to guess the 
first letter of unfamiliar place names like Kanpur, Delhi, Mumbai, 
Krakow etc. Then I asked them to guess the last letter and then 
finally asked them to guess the whole spelling by giving them the 
required number of dashes. The children caught on quickly. I asked 
Radhagowri to refresh the phonetics knowledge of the children.

Panikarkulam Balwadi

After that Murugan left for the Panikarkulam Balwadi. Murugan’s 
wife Vaitheeswari was the Asha appointed teacher there. She was 
doing a good job with the children. The children sang a couple of 
rhymes for me. Then were also able to do basic number 
identification but struggled to do it with claps. She wasn’t following 
any specific curriculum or book. I suggested to her that she also 
take a look at the book that Koovaachipatti is following and either 
use those books or borrow ideas from that.



Karadikulam Colony

Murugan and I then drove a long distance to Kazhugumalai to have 
lunch there at a small place. It was good food. Then we went to 
Karadikulam Colony. Our teacher Rajadevi was teaching class 2. She 
was teaching odd and even numbers. There was a cerebral palsy 
affected child crawling on her own in the back of the class. She was 
smiling at me. It was sad that the school cant do much to assist her 
learning. But it is good that she is atleast having a safe space with 
adults to take care of her. She couldn’t speak and could barely 
gesture. But supposedly she also understands things well.

Rajadevi always impresses me with her energy and loud voice. She 
got all the children up and got them to make pairs and showed how 
odd and even numbers are to be distinguished. I then talked to the 
children. When I gave them random number of beads they 
separated them into pairs to find whether there were odd or even 
number of beads. Then I thought I will try something at a higher 
level with them. I told them I have an odd number of beads in one 
hand and also odd number of beads in the other hand. When I 
combine them or add them what will I have. They all answered it will
be even number. A couple of them were even able to explain that 
there will be one number which will not be part of a pair in each 
hand, right. So these two can be combined to form a pair and so the
total will be even. In the same manner they were also able to 
conclude Odd + Even will be Odd, Even + Even will be even etc. I 
was very impressed. When I try to teach the same concept to 6th 
standard children in another school I had to struggle as all the 
children had forgotten the basic definition of odd and even numbers 
and only remembered that 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 were odd and 0, 2, 4, 6, 
and 8 are even. This shows how much can be achieved if the 
children develop a basic conceptual grounding.

I then had the children counting with claps, counting their steps to 
cross the room. I had them crossing the room with fewer steps or 
more steps. They figured out the more steps means smaller steps 
etc. On the whole the children were very bright and Rajadevi was 
also doing a good job. I asked her to use the manipulatives some 
more.

I then went to see our computer teacher Annalakshmi teaching the 
5th std. She had divided the students in 4 groups and each group 
had a computer – 2 desktops from the school and the laptops from 
Annalakshmi and Rajadevi. She properly reviewed what they have 
already learnt with Impress and then introduced a new topic – slide 
transitions. After seeing that a bit I gave the children a task. Each 
group had to type the names of all the people in the group, colour 



and other change the appearance of each name to look different. 
Then save their work. All the teams were able to do their work 
properly. The children have learnt well. They were also able to select
the text using either the mouse or the shift+arrow keys. I also 
played the monkey and came and caused havoc in what they had 
painstakingly typed. Couple of them teams recollected that they can
do Ctrl Z or undo to get back to their old version. Others looked sad 
at the loss of their hard effort! 

The HM was very appreciative of the support we are giving the 
school. She was really happy with both the Asha teachers.

Koovaachipatti

This was another late day. We had another long drive to reach 
Koovaachipatti which is actually in the Thirunelveli district. We 
reached there by about 4:15. Even the kindergarten children were 
waiting for us. We talked to them a bit and let them go. The older 
children were having their weekly Karate lessons. The SMC leader 
and other people from the village were there to meet us. They 
thanked us for our support and also asked for a teacher from the 
regular school. Then school has about 103 children and only 3 
teachers. We asked the HM if we can conduct the assessment here 
and he was happy to have that.

Our kindergarten teachers showed us the books they were using 
and also the test paper. The test paper was at a way higher level 
than what I thought these children can do. The children had all got 
marks in the 80s and 90s in the paper. I was keeping myself from 
expressing my opinion but then Valarmathi asked me what I thought
of the paper and I had to say it. I told her that this seems to be 
conducted like how the summative assessments are conducted in all
the govt schools – i.e. the children are coached. Surprisingly the HM 
did not react to it. But Valarmathi was aghast that I thought so. She 
felt confident of her children and asked me to also test them. I 
thought why not and asked Murugan to also conduct the oral 
assessment on them when they come here to do the written 
assessment next week. I was glad to notice her confidence and 
pride in her class. While the other Asha teacher Gomathi-thai was 
silent. She was also supportive of this.

The HM and the villagers were also requesting Asha to run a library 
in their village. There was a building available that we can use for 
the library. They took me there to show that space. It was in the 
middle of the village and while there was just a small room, there 
was a big space around it with just a roof. The books can be store in 
the room and at least on non-rainy days they can bring out the 
books and games into the bigger area to read it there. It seems like 
a nice space.



I talked a little longer with the HM and our Asha teachers before 
leaving.

Conclusion

We had to drive another hour to reach Kovipatti. I then had dinner 
with Murugan and then checked out and caught the train back to 
Chennai. The project is very appreciated by all the schools and 
villages I interacted with. The teachers are also coalescing into a 
good group. I hope the project continues to grow and do well.


