
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. Bhaskar, the
steward for the Pearl project and I went to Kovilpatti on the 28th of 
iFeb 2019. We checked into the Ananda Lodge as usual. Murugan 
came in the morning at 9:00 to pick us up. Mr. Ganesan, the 
Koppampatti HM was kind enough to loan us his car for the two 
days. It was very convenient for us. Here are the various schools 
and places we visited in the two days.

Click here to see the photos from this trip.

Ettunayakkanpatti

This school had requested our support. When we went to the school 
by about 9:40, there was a Yoga class going on for the whole school.
There was a Yoga teacher who was teaching the children. Even the 
1st and 2nd std children were doing some funny things. But the 
children in the 5th std were amazing. Their contortions were 
unbelievable. The school teachers were coming in late because of 
this Yoga class. Only one teacher was initially there and the others 
including the HM came in, in a little while.

The school was very well maintained and the HM was able to muster
support from the local people and also get whatever funds were 
available through the government. The campus and the buildings 
were all well maintained and the school had adequate space. They 
also had functioning computers.

The HM had heard about us from the HMs of Nagalapuram and 
Koppampatti. He has seen those schools win several awards in 
computer competitions, science exhibitions etc. because of efforts 
from Asha teachers and wanted his school to achieve the same 
things. While teachers were not required, we felt we can also 
support the school with a computer teacher.

Athikinaru

This is a school that we started supporting just this year with a 
computer teacher. Barkavi has been going to the school from the 
beginning of this year. The HM is a very motivated lady. Bhaskar and
I spoke for a little bit with her. She was very happy for the support 
Asha is giving her and she was also very happy with Barkavi’s 
teaching.

We observed Barkavi’s teaching class 7 students. She was teaching 
them open office. It looked like she was focusing on the computer 
science curriculum and not much on teaching other subjects using 
the contents. We asked her to do that too. The children were 
enjoying their classes and had learnt well in this academic year.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/7xppP9cSNyj4UxoV6


The HM took us around the rest of the school. Here too there was a 
Karate instructor. He was teaching the girls of 6th to 8th stds self 
protection! The girls was practicing their Karate moves!

Koppampatti

We then went to Koppampatti. We thanked the HM for allowing us 
the use of his car. The school now had a good compound wall 
around both their campuses. He then showed us the toilet we had 
built. It was serving its purpose very well. It was actively being used.
The area next to the toilet had been turned into a vegetable garden.
They were growing several vegetables in the area including bottle 
gourd, pumpkins and some vegetables we didn’t even know. We 
were glad to see the school growing better in all these respects and 
our effort also helping them.

We then went to Shankar’s 6th std class. The children remembered 
me and the thing I had taught them when I was there the last time. 
i.e. A number divided by itself will always yield 1, number divided by
1 will get the same number etc. I was glad atleast this identify was 
firmly in their mind. I tried some open ended problems on them ___ 
x ___ = 400. They figured this out in a little bit. I showed them how if
you multiplied the first number by 2, the second number will need to
halve.

We then interacted with the 8th std students. They had recently 
participated in a school exchange programme with a big aided 
school in Kovilpatti town. The fact that this school in Kovilapatti was 
getting good computer education was a big hit with the town 
children. The Koppampatti children admired the big building and 
huge campus at the other school. We also just about peeped in our 
teacher Kanagalakshmi’s class. We didn’t have the time to interact 
with the children there.

Govindanpatti

This was a primary school also close to Koppampatti. They had a 
strength of a little below 60 but without the HM there, they were 
very scared to talk about that! We got details about the school and 
then moved on.

Kannakattai

We then had lunch at a small mess on the way and then went to 
Kannakattai. This school was situated in a really huge campus but 
had a strength of just 35 or so. It was funny that as soon as the 
children saw us, they started say “ey Hindi-kaaranga 
vandhirukkaangada”. That is “Hey, some Hindi speaking people 



have come”. For the record Bhaskar, Murugan and I are very much 
from Tamilnadu and know no Hindi! �

The school had a couple of computers and a huge campus but was 
quite disorganized unlike say the Ettunayakkanpatti we visited in 
the morning. We got the school details from the HM and moved on. 
The school is also not close to any of the other schools we are 
already working with.

Panikkar Kulam

We have a long history with this school and this school’s new HM 
was once again requesting our support. This was one of the first 
schools we worked with back in 2008-09 when the project started. 
The school lost strength and our teacher also went to greener 
pastures. We stopped supporting the school. Then when the project 
revived after floundering for a couple of years in 2014-15, Panikkar 
Kulam under the then HM also reached out to us and we even 
interviewed and chose a teacher for the school. But the village head
did not a girl from Nagalapuram whom we had chosen to be coming 
to their village. The HM didn’t have the guts enough to go against 
the village head. That was that. Then the next HM continued asking 
for our support but the village support was still not there and we 
were apprehensive to get started there.

Now again we had gotten a request from the school’s new HM. She 
seems very resourceful and is confident of dealing with any 
objections that will come from the village. She wanted our support 
for the Balwadi so that the pipeline of students to her school can be 
good and also wanted our computer teacher. We appreciated her 
clear goals and interest in the welfare of the school children. I 
thought we should support the school. The school is in between 
Nagalapuram and Ayyanar Ootru, two schools that we already 
support.

Koovachipatti

This school is in Thirunelveli district. However it is very close to 
Nagalapuram. They had found out about us from an ex-teacher of 
Asha and were persistently asking for our support. The HM was very 
resourceful and hardworking. He stayed back after school hours to 
meet us and from what we could understand it wasn’t uncommon 
for him to stay working late. He had started kinder-garden at the 
school with 2 teachers. Support for that came from the village 
people as well as the government teachers at the school. That 
programme was running well.

The HM had also managed to get several awards for the school and 
had very good support from the village. Very few children go to 



other private schools. He wanted our support for the kinder garden 
as well as computer teaching. 

Nagalapuram Library

We had our usual halt for the evening at the Nagalapuram library. 
This was the first time either of us were visiting the library after it 
moved to the new building. We were earlier renting the library from 
one lady. Now we have moved to a building owned by the local 
temple. This was a bigger building with 2 rooms each of which are 
probably the same size as our whole library used to be. It is also 
better lit etc.

The children were reading some books. So we asked them to read it 
out aloud for us and tell the story. A couple of children did that. I 
also told them a couple of stories. It was good that a couple of 
children figured out the aadu-puti-pullu kattu riddle.

Then we played some word games. Finally we broke the group into 
boys and girls and we played the Simon-says game with each group.
Bhaskar played with the girls and I played with the boys.

After that Bhaskar had to leave as he had to catch the train back to 
Chennai that evening. I went with Murugan to John Baul’s house. 
John Baul is the previous coordinator of the project and he was also 
a teacher at Nagalapuram before that. He is still involved with the 
project as a volunteer. After some chat with them, I also left back for
Kovilpatti.

As I came back to the hotel, Mr. Thirupathi, the HM from Kumaragiri 
whom we have worked with for a long time when he was the HM at 
Nagalapuram was waiting there to see me. He was giving a training 
to all the HMs in the block on leadership skills – i.e. how to run the 
school. He sang for me a couple of songs for which he had written 
the lyrics, singing them to the tune of popular old Tamil songs. They 
were quite good. He also expressed his appreciation for Punita, our 
computer teacher at this school.

I stayed at the Ananda lodge and then the next morning Murugan 
came to pick me up from the lodge with Koppampatti HM’s car. As 
we were driving to Chidambarampatti, I got the news that my uncle 
at Thiruvananthapuram passed away and I will need to go there to 
pay last respects! So I had to cut short my trip. I could only visit 
Chidambarampatti and couldn’t visit the other places I had planned 
to visit.

Chidambarampatti



Starting the written assessments at the Pearl project schools was 
one of the main purposes of the visit. We had asked teacher 
Punitha, Barkavi, Saranya and Shankar to come there. Umalakshmi 
the local teacher was also there. The school had a well-organised 
assembly. Then I talked to the teachers about how to conduct the 
written assessments. They also checked and took their school 
papers. The computer teachers Punitha and Baarkavi will be the 
main people conducting the assessments at the various schools.

/Murugan and I met the HM. She asked me for continued support to 
the school and also specifically about the toilet construction. I 
assured her that we are doing our best to get funding for that from 
Trimble.

We then conducted the assessments for 2nd and 5th standards. The 
assessments were conducted well by the teachers. Then the school 
broke for lunch. I had to leave by that time as I had to go to 
Thiruvananthapuram.

Conclusion

The project is moving along well. Murugan is bringing in good 
organization and a lot of energy to the project. It has sufficient 
strength to have regular internal training meetings, conduct their 
own assessments etc. It can expand to a few more schools among 
the ones we visited. The schools at Ettunayakkanpatti, Panikkar 
Kulam and Poovachipatti were certainly deserving of our support.


