
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. Bhaskar, the
steward for the Pearl project and I went to Kovilpatti on the 16th of 
Aug 2019. We checked into the Ananda Lodge as usual. Murugan 
came in the morning at 9:00 to pick us up. Mr. Ganesan, the 
Koppampatti HM was kind enough to loan us his car for the two 
days. It was very convenient for us.

On the 16th we visited some new schools as well as some exisiting 
schools. Bhaskar left on the 16th night. There was an inauguration of 
the toilet at Chidambarampatti on the 17th morning. Then on 17th 
afternoon we had a teachers meeting at the Kayathar CSE centre. 

Click here to see the photos from this trip.

Karadikulam Colony

This school has requested our support. This colony is an interesting 
place. They had settled Tamil refugees from Srilanka here in the 
1970s. The children in the school are grand-children of the people 
who had come here from Srilanka. From what the HM tells us, the 
community has very good value for education and take a very active
interest in the education of their children.

The HM and the assistant teacher were both very passionate about 
the school. The school has a strength of 88 and just 3 teachers. 
They have increased the strength of the school from 51 4 years back
to the present 88. There are just 15 children going to private 
schools. They were very clear that the only thing they wanted was 
teachers. They had heard about us from the Chidambarampatti HM.

The HM had received the best teacher award for 2018-19 for the 
district and the school received the best school award in 2017-18. I 
interacted with the class 2 children. Their knowledge of English was 
above average. The school seems to be doing well.

There were a number of parents waiting to speak to us. They also 
asked us for a teacher. Even the parents haven’t been to Srilanka 
and had only heard stories from their parents!

Karadikulam Colony

This is a bigger middle school in the same panchayat about 1.5 Kms 
away. The school has 161 children. In the primary classes there were
102 children with just 3 teachers. Here again the school was doing 
well. It had received the inspire award last year. The school was also
having a Kindergarten with 33 children and one government teacher
plus the Balwadi teacher.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/7uWAsobHTDtbhJeW6


The HM tooks us around and asked us to interact with the children. 
We also talked to them in a few classes. For the eighth std children I 
asked them a question which I usually ask teachers in their 
interview. How will the water flow from a full bottle if there was a 
hole in the middle and another at the bottom. The children were 
able to immediately answer that there will be greater pressure and 
so the water will flow out faster from the hole in the bottom. They 
were also able to understand and explain my “magic” of how the 
water flow stops from an upturned bottle when the mouth is 
covered.

Here again the HM primary wanted a teacher from Asha.

Chidambarampatti

We then drove over to Chidambarampatti. We have provided two 
regular teachers to the school and one computer teacher who also 
goes to couple of other schools. Further the completed toilet was 
waiting for inauguration the next day. Bhaskar got to see the 
completed toilet. Then we spent time with Kanagalakshmi’s class. 
She is handling 5th Tamil medium section. Today she was also 
handling the English medium section as the HM was out for some 
meeting.

She was teaching the children place value for bigger numbers and 
how to group the digits into thousands, lakhs etc. I though it would 
be the right time to try the usual place value exercise with them. I 
did 300 + 4000 and got 7000. Couple of the children found the error
soon enough. I then verbally asked them to add 2076 with 3103. A 
little more than half the children wrote the numbers correctly. I then 
did some exercises with the 7-pin abacus with them to see how they
got the numbers. On the whole the children were reasonably good.

I then went to Umalakshmi’s class 2. The children in this class too 
did quite well for their class. Since she was teaching English, I asked
them to write their names in English and Tamil. They were able to do
that. I couldn’t spend more time than that with them.

We then went to see Divya’s computer class. She was with some 
class 4 children. Since the room given for the computer class is 
small, she was only able to handle 10 children at a time. The 
children were playing the TuxMath game. Divya has started as a 
computer teacher only this week. Earlier Baarkavi was coming to 
this school as the computer teacher. After she left, we couldn’t 
replace her for a couple of months. Based on the interactions with 
the children Divya was proceeding alright. We asked her to go to 
school with the other experienced computer teacher (Punitha) for a 
week.



Kalloorani

After a good lunch we went to the primary school at Kalloorani. The 
HM had found out about us just today from the Karadikulam Colony 
and wanted us to come and see her school as well. They had a 
strength of 59 and just two teachers. This was a poor village with 3 
children going to other private schools. They also needed just a 
teacher. 

Panikarkulam

We have put a Balwadi teacher for the Balwadi in this village and 
also started sending a computer teacher to the middle school. Since
we went there only by close to 3:00 pm, we did not visit the 
Balwadi. We saw Punitha’s class. She has started coming to this 
school only this week. She was earlier going to Ayyanaar Ootru 
which we recently had to stop supporting.

For having been here just for a few days, Punitha had taught the 
class 7 children quite well. The children were typing something in 
Microsoft Word. They were able to select a text and change its size, 
colour etc. They even knew multiple ways of selecting. Given their 
age, their ability to type and manage the mouse was also much 
better than that of the younger children. The government teachers 
may have been teaching them some computers as well. The HM of 
this school is quite a motivated lady.

Koovaachipatti

This is another school we have started supporting just this year. We 
were providing 2 Kindergarten teachers to this school. The 
Kindergarten has been functioning for a few years now with the 
parents paying some amount. The teachers salaries were not 
regular because of that. Now were paying them a better salary and 
it was also assured to be regular. The parents’ money can be used 
for some materials.

The children were actually very good for their level. Their knowledge
of English and Tamil letters was very good. They new numbers till 10
well. They could also count claps and steps. They knew basic English
action and naming words. On the whole the class was going quite 
well.

We then had a talk with the HM and the two teachers and explained 
how Asha’s support would work. There was also a Karate class going
on in the group for 3rd to 5th std children when we were there. It was 
interesting to watch that. On the whole the school is doing well and I
am glad we can support such a school.



Nagalapuram Library

We had our usual halt for the evening at the Nagalapuram library. 
Manjula was running the library at the new building. They had a 
session where one of the children will come up and read a story 
from the Kathai Aruvi story cards. They were reading well but I do 
not think the other children were paying attention and 
understanding the story. We requested Manjula to pay attention to 
that.

I showed them the same water stopping “magic” that I showed the 
Karadikulam children. The younger children were first asked to 
explain how this was happening. They couldn’t. Then some older 
kids were able to explain. Then I broke the children into two groups 
and conducted the usual word ending game.

After that Bhaskar had to leave as he had to catch the train back to 
Chennai that evening. We took a group picture with the children and
returned.

Next Day

As I came back to the hotel, 

I stayed at the Ananda lodge and then the next morning Mr. 
Thirupathi, the HM from Kumaragiri whom we have worked with for 
a long time when he was the HM at Nagalapuram was came to see 
me at the hotel. He wanted a regular teacher for the school. I told 
him that given the number of children that would be difficult. He 
also wanted us to take a room in the school itself and run a library in
the evening! That was a very good offer and I told him was we will 
try our best to do this soon.

Murugan came to pick me up from the lodge. We also picked up 
Subbu from Trimble who had also come there for the Toilet 
Inauguration. We went to Chidambarampatti for the toilet 
inauguration.

After that there was an hour or so to kill. So Murugan took me to the
Veerapandiya Kattabomman memorial at Kayathaar. He was hanged
by the Britishers here.  After an early lunch we went to the CSE 
centre to meet with the teachers. All the teachers came for the 
meeting. I was seeing Saraswathi Devi who is working at 
Govindanpatti for the first time.

I explained the answers to the teacher evaluation test conducted 
the previous month. There were some questions or complaints 
teachers had in terms of their pay raises. I explained that a little bit. 



Then I also talked to them a little bit about Bloom’s taxonomy and 
higher order thinking skills. I emphasized the need to move away 
from Rote learning.

Conclusion

During the whole trip several of the HMs expressed their support to 
us in terms of our decision to pull out support from Ayyanaar Ootru. 
Murugan is managing the project well. We were also happy that we 
could take up immediate support for two more very deserving 
schools in Karadikulam and Karadikulam colony.


