
Asha for Education:  

Urgent Cyclone Aila Relief in Sundarban Areas, West Bengal 

Summary: 

As of Friday, 29th May 2009, more than 100 people are reported dead and an 

estimated 3 million displaced from their homes by Cyclone Aila in southern West 

Bengal. Support Asha’s efforts to help the affected people.  

If $4 can save a life, this is the time to act.  

(The death toll is increasing every day. Now it is more than 200) 

 



Appeal: 

As of Friday, 29th May 2009, more than 100 people are reported dead and an 

estimated 3 million displaced from their homes by Cyclone Aila in southern West 

Bengal.  

In the Sundarban area, thousands of homes have been broken and people have 

taken shelter in nearby schools and Panchayat offices. There is an acute 

shortage of food, drinking water and clothes. As the water is receding in some 

villages gastroenteritis is beginning to rear its ugly head. 

Asha had two active projects in those areas. One led by Mukti 

(http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=671) and the other by BTS 

(http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=278). 

Both these projects have been supported by multiple chapters over 5 yrs and 

also, featured in Work-an-hour campaigns in 2006-2008. 

They targeted to support 25000 -30000 people (in worst affected areas) with Rs 

200 or $4 each to enable them to survive for 2-3 weeks. That includes food, 

clothes, medical helps and other basic necessities. 

Most places are still under 2-3 feet of water and in remote areas, there are not 

enough boats to carry food and shelter for people surrounded by water. Being a 

low-lying land, it will take months for rehabilitation and in some cases, it will 

never be possible to farm again. For the relief efforts, Mukti and BTS are trying to 

save a section of the people (25000-30000) in worst affected areas till Govt funds 

can reach them. Out of the targeted budget of 50 Lakh INR, they requested AID 

and Asha an amount of 26.37 Lakh INR. 

 

 



Most updated info is available in http://muktiweb.org/aila/ 

The pictures are available in http://muktiweb.org/Gallery/albums.php 

In such crisis, Asha for Education and AID (Association for India's Development) 

are jointly supporting the relief efforts.  

The AID website links are 

http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/865/407/ (affected areas) 

http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/845/407/ (AID efforts) 

http://aidindia.org/main/content/category/36/281/407/ (Detailed efforts) 

http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/873/407/ (recent report) 

 

Hence to support these efforts led by Mukti and BTS where $4 can save a life, 

we urge  

1. Each chapter to contribute at least 1K for the urgent relief efforts apart from 

the chapter supporting the above mentioned projects. Atlanta chapter fundraising 

efforts are listed in http://www.ashanet.org/atlanta/cyclone_aila.php and also the 

issue is featured in www.ashanet.org. 

2: A review process in each chapter needs to be started to allocate more funds in 

future. Asha should lead the efforts to rebuild schools/education centres while 

rehabilitation.  

 

 

 



Asha team for the cyclone Aila relief: 

Asha Volunteers: 

Padmanava Sen (Co-ordination among different chapters, appeal, Monitoring) 

padmanava.sen@gmail.com (404-509-1129) 

Neil Mehta, Prashanth Kovvuru, and Dileep Bhat (NYC/NJ contacts for Mukti) 

<neil.mehta@gs.com> 

Bikramaditya Basu (DC chapter contact for BTS) <bikrambasu@hotmail.com> 

Abhyuday Mandal (Monitoring, Financials/treasury) <abhyuasha@gmail.com> 

Webmasters  (Senthil Ramamurthy and Ravi Kandhikonda) 

<senthil.ramamurthy@gmail.com> and <rkandikonda@gmail.com> 

Other contacts/partners: 

Sankar Halder (Mukti President): will provide Asha with updates and reports 

<sankar.halder@gmail.om> 

Somnath Mukherji (AID contact): We can obtain reports from AID-Kolkata 

volunteers as well since this is a combined effort and AID is supporting a part of 

the proposed budget.  <mukherji.somnath@gmail.com> 

 



Initial Budget: 

Budget for urgent relief submitted to Asha and AID: 

 

 

Amount requested =26.37 lakh (USD 56K) 

AID already sent 21K and trying to raise the funds online as included in 

http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/845/407/.  

Mukti and BTS requested 35K from Asha i.e. USD 17.5K for Mukti and USD 

17.5K for BTS. 

 



Proposed action items: 

1. Urgent: Collaboration among chapters (not limited to the ones directly 
supporting BTS/Mukti), we have 20-30 active chapters. If at least 10 of these 
chapters can send 1-2K from their reserved-chapter funds and raise that 
money in 1-2 weeks timeframe online. The risk involved is less and it may just 

involve updating homepage like www.ashanet.org/atlanta/ did and sending 

appeals to mailing lists/donor lists. 

In the mean time, the Asha relief team will make sure that the updates are visible 

to the chapter coordinators and they will work with Mukti and BTS to confirm their 

commitments and expedite the process by sending regular updates from relief 

efforts in India.  Padmanava already mentioned it to Sankar Halder. 

 

2. Common Pool/General Asha funds: The decision will be taken by the 

executive committee and ARC votes. In any case, the relief team from Asha will 

make sure that we can track and monitor the ground level work. Efforts will be 

made to have a detailed accounting as well. 

 

3. Long-term: Rehabilitation will last for months and we can create "Save a life" 

or "Save a family" campaign later on as suggested by central treasurer 

Abhyuday. That will help small chapters to join the efforts. Asha can take an 
important role in building education centers in affected areas in future. 


