Site visit report – for Project Library Storage - Schools in Project Sangamam - Poondi
Objective:   Status of project Library 

Date of Visit: June 25, 2009

Volunteers: Mrs.Kasturi and Sangeeta

Report By Sangeeta Arora

Backdrop : Omprakash Foundation had donated books in English, to be distributed to schools.  Asha Chennai distributed these in 250 boxes of about 60-80 books each to various schools and Balwadis already supported by us.  We made a visit to 4 schools in Project Sangamam – Poondi to see the current storage and utilization of books. 
We hit the road at 7.30 AM  and reached Thiruvallur at 9 AM. We met up with Srinivasan who is the coordinator for Project Sangamam and Komathi who is an intern working on her Research at Pudoor School.  Srinivasan guided us around to the schools. The first school visited was Placepalayam which is at distance of about 30 Km from Thiruvallur. It was a pleasant surprise to find the roads leading to this village in excellent condition and we were at the school by 9.30 AM.  Following this we visited 3 more schools that have received the library books - Kuppammal Chathiram School, Nemiliagaram School and Pattarai Perambuthur School in that order.

The status of library books at each of these schools is as follows:

Placepalayam School (Middle School):
The books are lying unutilized in boxes or on the floor in a locked room. The schools is in urgent need of storage shelves for the books given.  Once they have been provided with storage shelves they would be able to distribute these books among the children. Given below is a picture of these boxes.
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Some of the books have been placed in the ABL section (Class 1 – 4) on a small table by the wall. The children do pick up the books and look at the pictures. When I had a look at these books, some of them seemed inappropriate for that particular age group (for example adult fiction). 
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Library at ABL Section - Placepalayam
Kuppammal Chathiram School: 

The books are not being utilized in this school too due to lack of suitable storage shelves. The books were stored in class 6 in a closed cupboard. This is temporary borrowed storage space. The library was locked.
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Library at Kuppammal Chathiram

Nemiliagaram School:

We were glad to hear from the teacher in this school that the children sit with the teacher in the afternoon, post lunch and browse the books from the library. Here gain the books are stored in borrowed storage space. These  steel wardrobe which have been made available by replacing the existing material with the library books.
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Library books at Nemiliagaram

Pattarai Perambuthur School:

The books have been stored in this school in one of the class rooms in a shelf that is meant for the learning materials of that particular class. This means that children of other classes may not have easy access to these books. A storage shelf provide for the exclusive use of library books would facilitate better utilization.
[image: image5.jpg]



Library at Pattarai Perambuthur

Conclusion:
There is a clear lack of suitable storage space for the library books provided. As a result the books are not sorted and arranged in a logical manner, depending on age of children. The storage shelves are an immediate need if the books are be utilized effectively for the children. Once the schools have appropriate shelves they may be guided with a format to maintain a register for the books.
