
Sangamam School - Site Visit Report 

I visited the Sangamam School, run by Amar Seva Sangham, for the first time on 
September 8, 2019. Despite offers to be picked up from one of the major towns nearby, I 
preferred to use the public transport to gauge the remoteness of the location. Sangamam 
school is located in Ayikudi, near Tenkasi in South Tamil Nadu. Ayikudi is infrequently 
connected with Tenkasi through bus services and most locals commute in their private 
vehicles or ‘share autos.’ Tenkasi is well connected to other major towns like Tirunelveli 
and Madurai.  

On arrival, I was taken through a guided tour of the campus which includes various 
institutions that cater to the needs of physically and mentally challenged. I was also 
presented with an overview of the history and the administration of the organisation. In 
addition, the organisation also includes Siva Saraswathi Vidyalaya School, a mainstream 
educational institution that caters to needs of all children and helps in integrating 
special children with mainstream schools.  



Asha and Sangamam School  

Asha has been supporting the Sangamam school which caters to children in the age 
group of 6-16 . The children admitted in Sangamam are usually from the Early 
Intervention Centre at Amar Seva Sangam and those who have to drop out of school on 
being identified with special education needs. Asha has been supporting Sangamam  
school since 2009. The funding from Asha is largely directed towards salaries of 
teachers. In November 2017, Asha provided special one time funding for Sangamam 
school to buy two buses. The budget for 2019-20 has not yet been approved and funded 
by Asha.  

Ms. Meenakshi, the Principal and also a mother of a special child, took me through the 
activities of the school. She joined the school about 3 years back from Chennai where 
she underwent training for education to special children. Children arrive from different 
villages within a radius of about 15 Kms at 10:30 AM. The bus has made significant 
impact in ensuring that children visit the school. In the absence of the bus, it was left to 
parents to bring children to the school and there were instances of absenteeism or even 
children getting dropped from school. The two buses cover villages on the east and west 
of Ayikudi and there are proposals to get one more bus to cover the villages north of 
Ayikudi. The buses are currently procured in the name of Sri Saraswathi Vidyalaya for 
administrative purposes but used only for Sangamam school.  

The school current has 83 children and they are engaged between 10:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
in various activities. They have classes that are designed bespoke to each child 
depending on the difficulties they face. They have reviews by paediatrician and child 
psychologists, who are brought from outside. Based on the reviews and teacher’s 
feedback, goals are fixed for each children and monitored. I was shown some of the files 
maintained for each student. The role of the school extends beyond the classroom 
education in areas like helping them to obtain kits and educational material provided by 
Government, educating their parents, and working with other wings of Amar Seva 
Sangam.  

The school is divided into following classes:  

1. Primary - Age group of 6-10 



2. Primary 2 - Age group of 10-14 - mainly students who could not be integrated in  
inclusive schools.  

3. Functional academics - Age group 6-12 years.  

4. Secondary school - Age group 13-17 years - the students are trained to help them join  
vocational training.  

5. Pre-Vocational training - Age group 14-18 years - Those who are developing well to 
join vocational training at 18 years. 

Teachers  

Ms. Meenakshi organised a meeting with all the teachers after the school hours. I had 
the opportunity to meet the following teachers and listen to their views.  

1. Ms. Meenakshi - Principal 
2. Ms. M. Subbhulakshmi - Inclusive education 
3. Ms. G. Gomu - Primary 
4. Mr. Paul Kani - Special educator and speech trainer 

5. Ms. R. Nitya Kalyani - Pre-Vocational Training Centre 
6. Ms. A. Cholla Muthu - Vocational Training Centre 



7. Ms. Pandiammal - Primary 
8. Ms. A. Subbulakshmi - Functional academics 
9. Ms. S. Vijayalakshmi - Spl. Educator, Pre-Vocational Training 
10.Ms. P. Surya - Secondary Class 
11.Ms. S. Poovammal - Primary 
12.Ms. S. Punitha - Pre-Vocational Training 

Some of the teachers possess degrees on special education and certified by the 
Rehabilitation Council of India, a requisite to teach in these schools. The teachers 
require diverse skill sets and they are constantly trained on handling different 
disabilities. They have regular follow ups with parents and understand the needs 
of children. The teachers also undertake visits to other similar schools in the 
region. 
My interaction with teachers was limited to me explaining about Asha and about 
our work in general. The teachers enquired about other schools that we support 
and the nature of our support. Some teachers expressed interest in learning 
digital skills to enhance their teaching.  

The role of teachers in this institution in highly significant and it can be very 
much stressful. My personal recommendation for the school is to have more 
programs to help the teachers to handle the stress on job and conduct regular 
assessments about their job satisfaction and mental health. 

I departed at the end of the day to Tenkasi, from where I boarded the bus back home to Coimbatore 
after visiting the famous temple.
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