
JanSeva Mandal Site Visit Report 2022 

 
 
I visited JanSeva Mandal on May 1, 2022. I was accompanied by three friends, Rupali, Yogita and Kanan. 
We drove from Bilimora and reached Nandurbar which is near Maharashtra-Gujarat border at around 1 
pm after a 4-hour journey. 

We were welcomed by Father Godfrey, Brother Maxim, and teacher Mr. Dinesh Velvi. Fr. Godfrey and 
Mr. Dinesh came to receive us at the main street and led us to the Jan Seva premise which was a few 
minutes in from the main street. The weather was exceptionally hot at 112 F and dry. 

JanSeva Mandal provides lodging and boarding facility for 60 boys, from 5th to 12th grade, that come 
from nearby villages like Nandurbar, Dhule and Nashik. We went on May 1st when the school was out 
but the children were to return to school that day to get their results. However, that event happened 
the day before, so we were not able to meet any students or boarders.  

 

The building is a 2-story structure. The lower levels have offices, computer room, sleeping room for the 
junior boys (5th-7th grade), a separate room for staff teacher, open bathrooms.  

They have a huge 13 acres campus. 
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At the entry lobby: Father Godfrey started the tour of the premises outside the administrative office and 
computer room.  



 

Brother Maxim and Mr. Dinesh look after the administration of the building when Fr. Godfrey is away.  

 

 

 



  

Entry Lobby: Father Godfrey explained that they keep books in racks at easy reach so that the children 
are motivated to read or just peruse through a book. The idea is to subtly introduce them to reading. 

 

 

 

 

  

Administrative and Staff office at the lower level with easy access to entry lobby. 



 

Computer room is on the lower level, it has 20 laptops that were donated, some newer ones donated by 
St. Xavier’s Mumbai. They are used by students to learn typing, MS Word and Excel, use the interactive 
educational tools to learn languages like Marathi and English, and sometimes for their homework.  



  

Separate sleeping rooms for junior boys (5th-7th grade) on the lower level and senior boys (8th-10th grade) 
in the photo below. There were no boarders at the time of the visit as schools were out for summer.  

 

There is a separate one-story building for boys that have graduated 10th grade. It was a godown that was 
converted to a hostel for graduated students. 



 

 

The Audio/Visual Hall is a multipurpose room on the upper level. It is used for teacher training, as an 
instruction hall, it has big screen TV. It stores racks of charts on social sciences, math, languages like 
Marathi and English, livelihood themes. 

The visual aids are intended to introduce concepts of personal hygiene, COVID related care, information 
on immunizations, maps of the world, and herbal remedies for local, common ailments and insect bites. 
Some of them are developed by Father Godfrey with the help of volunteers that help with printing the 
books or posters. The posters, songs and videos are used on a regular basis to teach within and outside 
the boarding school as well, in nearby villages. Father Godfrey shared that it is important for them to 
take the lessons to the villages for general education. 



  

Mr. Dinesh at the upper level multipurpose room. The room is used for education to the students, 
workshops and sometimes to host teacher/staff training. It also holds a collection of educational tools 
like charts and videos.  



 

 

 

The outside of the two-story building. There is kitchen, godown for storage of grains and daals, and 
open-air dining shed for meals. We could not meet Sajjabai who is the main cook. She has a helper, her 
daughter-in-law. They prepare bhaakris, rice, daal, vegetables, and chicken once a week. The wood for 
cooking is firewood that is gathered from the huge 13 acre campus. The boys help with food cleaning 
and putting items in the storage. Sometimes the boys help with cooking. This is intended to teach them 
becoming independent. The mandal also teaches them to clearing grass, sweeping & mopping, kitchen 
chores, and other different assignments during off days.  

There is a garden and field that grows veggies like onions, wheat and toor. They also grow herbal crop 
like Aloe vera, adulsa, neem. The boys help with weeding and cutting the crops and help with the cattle.  



The toilet facility include 4 toilets next to the Multipurpose hall at the upper level and 4 toilets and toilet 
block at the lower level. There is a big open-air tank – kunda- to bathe and wash clothes. Waste water 
from bathing goes to the fields and ground around. There is a new water tank built on the premise, with 
water supply from Nandurbar. During monsoon, the bore well provides for good water supply.  

Father Godfrey, Brother Maxim and Mr. Dinesh gave a warm welcome to the facility. They served us 
kokum sarbat which was perfect way to quench the thirst on a hot 112 degree F afternoon. My three 
friends and I proceeded to Jeevan Vidya right after our visit.  

 


